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‘This is the Lord’s battle
and he will help me win it!’
The 10 O’Clock Together service in February
featured the dramatic encounter between
David and Goliath. In his talk, vicar Richard
Saunders explained the source of David’s
courage: his total reliance on God. Despite
the scepticism of King Saul (top right) the
apparently invincible Goliath (left) was
felled. We too can have God’s help as we
face our own battles and our own ‘giants’,
whatever they may be.
The ‘David’ series continues this month, at
both morning services, as we follow his
career as king, while Home Groups discuss
the real-life issues raised each week.
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Youth Worker David Loveless has some surprising facts to share…..
How well can you see?
That’s different for each of us, isn’t it? (Without glasses I am very blind.) Maybe a better
question is: How much do we trust our vision?
Our eyes take in so much information, our brain can’t process everything. In fact, it only engages our visual
cortex when something unexpected or different comes into view. The brain selects the things that matter for us to
see properly. [Otherwise it uses small samples and doesn’t bother to fully update what we see.] This is a trait we
developed long ago to help us survive. So our vision is not actually based on accuracy - or seeing the whole picture.
What colour do you think this dress is? >>>>>>>
To me it looks black and blue, but to many others it looks white and gold. (Apparently I’m
right! Google ‘the dress’ for more. The image went viral, so it’s that famous.) Put simply,
the washed-out lighting makes the brain try to correct it – and different people do it differently.
And it gets weirder. There are currently three remote cultures without a word for
blue.
Researchers have discovered that because of this they can’t really see the colour blue. In
fact, they are unable to pick out the single blue square on a page of green ones.
So we do not see everything around us. And even if we are looking at the same thing, we
could easily not see it the same way. The environment we’re in shapes how and what we
can see.

You may be wondering why I’m even talking about this? It’s because I think there are things we as Christians and as
church can learn from these discoveries.


If our brain focuses on what it thinks matters most, do we also focus on things like
power and money - rather than what really matters: the movement of God in our lives?



In this age when it seems you’re either 100% right or wrong and people cannot see
things the way we do, could we take others’ viewpoints into account and be open to
each other rather than closed? And if we can’t - how can we love other people?



Can we think about what our culture or environment is preventing us from seeing?
As a consequence, what injustice or suffering do we ignore?



What traditions, rituals and habits do we keep doing - personally and as church - that
are at best ineffective and at worst actively harmful?

We all carry unconscious bias within us, shaping how we see the world. Only by talking to others who aren’t
immersed in our culture can we start to identify that bias in all its various forms.
What if rather than seeing the culture of the world around us as the enemy, we celebrate the good things that are
in that culture? What if we assume that we may not have all the answers?
Even asking the question can allow God’s love to start working in ways we’ve never seen before.
We can start to show love ourselves by being open and listening to others’ stories - rather than seeing everything
unfamiliar as the enemy.
And we can help others see the healing love of God’s kingdom worked out in the world every day.
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Bidding Farewell to a Friend
Our much-loved Mavis Snowden passed away in January just before
her ninety-first birthday. Mavis had planned her Thanksgiving Service
herself and it wonderfully reflected her deep, constant faith.
Mavis had been a stalwart of the St Mary Magdalen choir and a dozen
members sang beautifully in praise to God and in her honour.
A full church responded affectionately to references to Mavis’s
indefatigable love of conversation and good company. She was one of
the most cheerful, lively-minded of ladies in the congregation and we
miss her. Our prayers continue to be with Neville and the family.

Hello from Tanzania!
In her gap year before university, Alice
Heywood (right) is spending three
months in Tanzania near Lake Victoria.
Before she left in January, Alice
thanked the congregation for their
support, with both prayer and finance.
She was especially looking forward to
working with children, and as you can
see, she has her wish!
‘Go Make a Difference’ places teams in
important local development projects.
They also promise the experience will
‘make a difference’ to their volunteers.

This Time Tomorrow : Anne Davidson
On the first Sunday of February, Richard interviewed Anne in the TTT slot,
which aims to let us know more about what people are doing in the week and
be able to pray for them more specifically. All previous interviewees have been
in paid work, so this was the first time we had heard from a retiree.
Anne summed up this stage of her life as giving ‘more time, more choice’ but
‘less structure’ and also the feeling of being less valued than before.
She makes sure she doesn’t overload her week and has regular times for
prayer. Nonetheless, she runs a Home Group, serves on the pastoral team,
does bereavement visiting, helps with grandchildren, gardens and dog-walks.
‘Inevitably out with the dog, you come across people who want to talk,’ Anne
told us, ‘that’s also part of serving God.’ And as the grandchildren are getting
older, she is looking to take on a new form of serving. ‘I’m just finishing a mentoring course,’ she explained, ‘so that I can mentor local teenagers.’
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Best Foot Forward!
The latest Women’s Brunch at the beginning of February saw Donna Williams (right)
talking about one of her favourite subjects:
shoes! The real message of her talk was the
different shoes she had stepped into in her
varied life - as a girl who loved ballet,
skating and sport in South Africa; then as a
teacher, a jet-setting executive, a charity
oarswoman and now, to her enormous surprise, as a curate in the Church of England.
Donna told her story with directness and
humour and urged her listeners to step into

the roles God had for them, confident that he would guide and enable them. Despite the worst snow of the winter falling the previous day, making many roads treacherous, over 70 ladies were there to hear Donna’s message.
‘Fabulous!, ‘Best yet!’ and ‘She’s so inspiring!’ were just some of their comments at the close.
PLEASE NOTE!! The next Brunch will be on Saturday, 22nd June, when Fiona Castle, professional dancer and
singer, who was married to Roy for over 30 years, will be coming to speak to us. All ladies very welcome.

10am Worship Reviewed
The PCC has now discussed our review of The 10
O’Clock Service. Worship Chair Rev Mick Micklethwaite
was very pleased with the return of 45 survey forms,
some of them including the views of a couple.
‘People had taken time to fill them in,’ he told the PCC,
‘and the responses were thoughtful.’ It was most encouraging that the vast majority said they were
‘broadly happy’ with the services and indeed many expressed thanks for all that so many people contribute.
All suggestions made are now with the Ministry Team
for further consideration. Do continue to share your
views, as we aim to worship ‘in spirit and in truth’.

Each month, we pray for one of our chosen charities
and we had the ideal introduction to February’s
when Di Mitchell came over from Buriton on the last
Sunday of January to talk about eco-charity A Rocha.
PS: In the last issue, we reported the amount of our
Christmas giving for Tearfund and The Children’s Society. We now have the final total: £1,734 and 74p.

Youth-Led Service

Tuning up for worship

Despite the pressures of looming exams, our young people
provided most of the musicians,
the projectionist, Bible reader
and preacher for The 10 O’Clock
Service at the end of their halfterm. The challenging theme
was waiting for God’s timing,
just as David waited for the
right time to take the throne.
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Let’s Celebrate!

You may well have heard the wonderful news about
our Seniors Chaplaincy funding. Abbi Childs, supported by Rosie Jay, oversaw our successful grant
application to the Henry Smith Charity. As a result,
the chaplaincy is secure for another 3 years. But who
is, or was, our benefactor?

The Elizabethan Henry Smith (1549 - 1628)
lived in London and became prosperous by
buying land. By the time of his death, he owned
thousands of acres. He had no children of his
own and left money to his sister’s descendants.
He also drew up a very detailed will leaving
money in trust to benefit the poor and disadvantaged and promote the work of the church.
After his death, his trustees made a particularly
important acquisition: a marshy estate just outside the city. This £2,000 patch of land was in
Kensington (!) Henry’s philanthropy and good
business sense have enabled the charity to take
The memorial to Henry in Wandsworth,
its place as one of the biggest grant-making
the parish where he was born
charities in the current Elizabethan age.
=======================================================================================================

…... And something else to celebrate…
These pictures were taken
in the church garden on
the last Sunday in February. What a fabulous Spring
day! And it reminds us to
thank Alynne for keeping
the garden looking so neat,
colourful and attractive.
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******

STAR PAGE******

The monthly page fo r The Ark, SMART and Young-at-Heart.

So what is PACT?!

Spot the
church!

PACT stands for Petersfield Area
Churches Together. It’s a good
name, since a pact is an agreement
between groups or individuals and all the churches in PACT
have agreed to work together as God’s people. Their strapline
is ‘Many churches; many styles of worship; but only one God’.
Depending on how you count, there are 12 churches in PACT.
Six of them are Anglican (Church of England) churches, including our own. Most are in or near the centre of town, as you
can see from the map. The ones further out in the country are
all C of E.
What does PACT do?
PACT [or rather, all its member churches working together] organises
several important events and projects. They include: the Food Bank,
the Christmas Dinner, cards at Christmas and Easter to
all local homes, shared worship in the Square on (eg)
Good Friday, a Welcome leaflet for people moving into
the area and so on. There are other ‘partners’ too, like
Messy Church and The King’s Arms.
Lent Groups organised by different churches are advertised to all PACT churches, so people have the chance to be
in a group with people who worship somewhere else.
PACT also advertises our Women’s Brunches. When we
had our day of Prayer for the Nation a few weeks ago,
other PACT churches were invited and quite a few of their
people came along.

Wasn’t there a PACT story in the last NewSheet?
Yes, there was! That’s because Richard has just started his year as Chair of PACT. [Usually it’s a church
leader one year and an ordinary church member the next.] That’s why the annual PACT Unity Service
was at Sheet in January. Jenny Parkes is our church representative, so she is on the PACT Committee
alongside Richard. If you would like to hear more of PACT, visit the website or ask Jenny or Richard.
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Wanting to Know More?
The Vicarage is currently hosting
Alpha groups not just once, but twice
a week. A new course for young
parents takes place on Wednesday
mornings while the Thursday evening
group is continuing.
Alpha is famous all over the world as a way of going over
Christian basics (and more) and encouraging a no-holdsbarred approach to questions and queries. ———————

If you haven't already filled in a new Electoral Roll form,
please don’t miss the chance to be registered as a member
of St Mary Magdalen. The roll is renewed from scratch
For people who want to dig
deeper and embark on some every few years, so the previous one has been discarded.
The form also asks if you would like to be included in our
theological study, there’s a
invaluable Church Directory. This is only distributed to
totally new StMM initiative
which uses first-class material those included and you can opt for contact details to be
omitted if you wish. ——————————————————
from St Mellitus, a college
which aims to be not just academic but also worshipful.
We will be streaming lectures on the Bible from the college
during 8 sessions, starting on Monday 25th March in the
vicarage. Between 12.30pm and 2.30pm, you can share
lunch, hear a one-hour lecture and take part in a discussion
led by Richard.
The cost will depend on the numbers of participants, but is
currently £25. If cost is an issue, please do talk to Richard in
We all know how vital it is to keep children and vulnerable
confidence, as help is available. ————————————
adults safe in our churches. Our diocese is very wellorganised in this area and constantly updates its training
and guidance to parishes. Glenda Grayson, who was a most
conscientious Safeguarding Officer
for St Mary Magdalen, has now
handed on the role to Elaine Heywood (right).
Safeguarding is on the PCC agenda
every meeting, which keeps it in
focus. Anyone taking on a role
with children (or on the PCC) is
obliged to keep their safeguarding training up-to-date. The
face-to-face training offered in Petersfield recently was very
welcome to those who find the optional on-line training or
sessions in Portsmouth less convenient. Vicar Richard Saunders was pleased to see a good attendance.
Even if we don’t intend to sign up for a more serious course, If you have any queries about safeguarding, please do talk
we may well want to find a way of marking Lent, which
to Richard or Elaine. The staff at the diocese can be also be
begins on Wednesday 6th. There are various PACT courses contacted direct via their website. ——————————available and ‘The Gift of Empty Hands’ leaflets available in
MORE WELCOMERS WANTED!
church can be used for personal reflection or indeed in a
Could you offer a Sunday a month? See Peter
group on Thursday afternoons, led by a Lay Minister from
Steep Church. Look out for the PACT Lent leaflets.
Clist or Richard to find out what’s involved.
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Services for March
Sunday 3 Seeking God’s Will
The 8 O’Clock Service

Sunday 17 Worshipping Wholeheartedly
The 8 O’Clock Service

Communion

Communion

The 10 O’Clock Service

10 O’Clock Together
6.30pm Celebration Evening Service

inc activities for children and young people

Sunday 24 Giving for God’s Kingdom
The 8 O’Clock Service

Ash Wednesday 6
9am Communion with option for ashes
8pm Communion with option for ashes

BCP Communion

The 10 O’Clock Service
with Communion, inc ‘The Ark’ + Upper Room

Lent 2019: ‘Life Lessons from King David’ cont.

Mothering Sunday 31 Trusting God when
Things are Against Us
The 8 O’Clock Service

Sunday 10 Facing our Flaws
The 8 O’Clock Service
BCP Communion

BCP Communion

The 10 O’Clock Service
with Communion & optional prayer for healing,
inc ‘The Ark’ + Upper Room

The 10 O’Clock Service
with Communion inc ‘The Ark’ & Upper Room
Details from Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade

Wednesdays 9am Short Communion

for all older people: service, tea &
cake at The Half Moon, Thursdays

———————————————
Mondays 4th MARCH & 8th APRIL
8pm - 9pm Praise and Prayer

2.30pm,

March 14th & 28th,

April 11th & 25th

Services for April
Sunday 7
Palm Sunday 14
Maundy Thursday 18
Good Friday 19

EASTER SUNDAY 21
Sunday 28

The 8 O’Clock Service
The 10 O’Clock Service
The 8 O’Clock Service BCP The 10 O’Clock Service with Communion
7.30pm Supper with Informal Communion (please book via Office: 302695)
1.30 - 3pm At The Foot of the Cross
3.30pm All-Age Service
The 8 O’Clock Service
10 O’Clock Together Communion 6.30pm Celebration
The 8 O’Clock Service BCP The 10 O’Clock Service Communion followed by Annual Meeting

From the Registers
Baptism
Emily CLAYTON

Funeral
(3 February)

Brenda JERVIS

(11 February)

NewSheet is free, but a donation of 20p per copy would cover basic costs. (There’s a slot in the wall near the church door.) To receive NewSheet in full
colour (at no cost to the church) join the church email list at admin@sheet.church or click on ‘Magazine’ on our home page at www.sheeet.church
Feedback, letters and contributions are welcome. Please deliver to newsheet@sheet.church to the pigeonhole at the back of church or to the Parish
Office. Material for publication will be edited as necessary. Copy date for the APRIL issue is Wed 20th March.
Editor: Linda Clist 01730 262312

Vicar Revd Richard Saunders 263673 richard@sheet.church
Youth Worker David Loveless 07480051663 david@sheet.church
Churchwardens Karen Glanville & Phil Taylor churchwardens@sheet.church
Parish Administrator Rebecca Whelan 302695
admin@sheet.church
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Hon Clergy
Revd Mick Micklethwaite 893303
Lay Ministers Linda Clist 262312 & Bob Slade 269160
Seniors Chaplain / Pastoral Co-ordr Julie Slade 269160
Parish Office 2 Pulens Lane, open Wed - Fri mornings

