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Praying, 

Singing, 

Giving, 

Digging!  

Those are just some of the things that Sheet 

Church has been doing so far this year. 

Find out more about all of these pictures - 

and more of our news - inside >>>>>>>>>> 
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Vicar Richard Saunders is thinking big: asking us a big question and painting a 

big picture -  one that makes some sense of us and our planet ……   

 

Right near the beginning of the Bible, in Genesis chapter 3, there’s the story of a man and a 
woman in a garden with a talking serpent. It’s a garden of beauty and fruitfulness with plenty of good options for the people to 
choose for food.  God walks and talks with them in the evenings.  It’s an idyllic and harmonious scene. There is, however, one 
tree which God tells them they must not eat from, because if they do they will die. To cut the story short, enticed by the ser-
pent, they choose to eat from that tree. A sense of shame enters their world for the first time; there is blame and friction be-
tween the man and the woman and alienation from God for both of them. The previously good relationship between humans 
and the rest of creation deteriorates.   
All of which I reckon is a fairly accurate description of the state of the world today, where there is still much beauty, fruitfulness 
and provision but also pollution & climate change, fractured relationships between people and unfulfilled spiritual longings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The good news is that God is not content with this state of affairs. The serpent might seem to have won but he is told by God 
that this will not be the case for ever. In fact the rest of the story of the Bible can be seen as God’s rescue mission to this bro-
ken world. 

He calls a man, Abraham, who fathers a people to whom God reveals himself and who he calls to live out his ways so that the 
rest of the world will be reconciled to him too. This has its ups and downs, as they are not entirely successful. Eventually God 
himself comes to live as one of us.  Jesus comes teaching about the kingdom of God – what God’s rule looks like.  Indeed he 
comes as the King of this kingdom. He brings healing and deliverance from evil. He lives life in relationship with God who he 
encourages us to embrace as our Father in heaven. He lives out God’s ways, showing love to all he meets. Astonishingly he 
makes himself completely vulnerable. He suffers the worst that humans can throw at him and, as he is tortured to death, he 

prays, ‘Father, forgive them’, making it clear that God’s love for us is stronger than anything we 
think we might have done that hurts him.   

And the story doesn’t finish with his death. He  appears very much alive again to his friends and, 
as he returns to heavenly realms, promises that his Spirit will come to be in those who follow 
him.  The final act of the drama is still being written today as people all around the world are 
empowered to live out God’s ways of love, mercy and justice and to pray, ‘your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven’. 

 

Of course, there are other narratives that describe what it means to 
be human. There is one which says we are simply the top predator on 

an insignificant, though to us beautiful, planet in a universe which came about by chance, without 
purpose or plan.     
 
I can’t prove to you which one is true.  But I do know that following the man from Nazareth has given 
me a sense of purpose in this life and hope for the life to come. I have experienced his forgiveness 
and kindness when I have got things wrong. And, as I take time to be with him and with others who 
are also following him, I am slowly learning that I am totally loved and am finding peace in the face 
of my fears.  
 

How do you see the world? 
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Praying underpins all we do as a church. At the beginning of the year, we 

had a Day of Prayer for our country, as the Brexit debate seemed  to get 

more and more heated. As well as praying for government and Parlia-

ment, we prayed for our divided nation and for greater mutual respect. 

The jigsaw map of Europe (left) was one of many aids to help people con-

centrate their thoughts. In fact, Brexit has featured in our shared prayer 

on most Sundays since as the arguments rumble on.                         The church is 

always open in daylight hours for anyone to go in.  Just inside the door on 

the left you can find prayer slips and pens. Any prayers posted in the 

wooden prayer box are included in our Wednesday morning service.  

The singers featured on the front cov-

er were actually wedding couple Sylvia 

Bovington and Jan Stuart (right). Sylvia 

is well-known locally from her time at 

Sheet School. She is actually one of our 

lead singers, while Jan runs our web-

site. ‘It was such a happy wedding,’ 

says friend Ingrid Horne, ‘especially as 

family and close friends were so in-

volved  in it all. They were surrounded 

by people who love them and want to 

support them. It was just joyous!’ 

The Herne School picture shows  brand-new Bibles being loaded into a heavy-duty 

wheeled crate. At the Easter Assembly, Lay Minister Linda Clist presented the school 

with a set of 32 Bibles, as a gift from Sheet Church, complete with the crate to take 

them from class to class.  Headteacher Tony Markham was delighted, as there was a real 

need, but no money available. RE teacher Suzanne Tong was especially pleased: ‘Thank-

you so much for the Bibles. The old ones were literally falling apart! The children are real-

ly excited about having new ones. The crate looks very smart and is so much more practi-

cal than finding two strong pupils to help lift a box to a classroom!’ 

The church garden has had more than its regular 

maintenance this year, as team leader Alynne Dunt 

continues to improve the design and ensure that it is 

manageable. This Spring saw a new path with fresh 

planting beyond the war memorial. ‘Nearby, an old 

hedge took up too much room, especially on Remem-

brance Sunday,’ Alynne explained, ‘and it got tangled 

up with the daffodils. We’ve tidied it all up, which also 

makes it so much easier to mow the grass.’ The gar-

den continues to look superb all year round.  
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For over a week at the beginning of June, the churches in  

& around Petersfield took over a vacant shop in the High 

Street (next to Boots) to make a Pop-Up Prayer Space.  

Over 250 people came to see what was going on, some for 

a quick visit and others for a full tour of what was on offer. 

And many others stopped to admire the models of local 

churches in the window or to leave a ‘ribbon prayer’ for 

some aspect of life in the town. There were also free cups 

of tea and coffee and comfortable places to sit, inside and 

out.  

This year, Sheet vicar Richard Saunders is Chair of PACT 

(Petersfield Area Churches Together) and he was delighted 

with the project, which was first suggested some months 

ago.  ‘It was great that all the churches joined in to make it 

happen,’ he told NewSheet, ‘and we had so many positive 

comments.’ 

These beautiful arrangements welcomed 

visitors to the outside tables. ‘When it 

was sunny, we were able to sit and chat 

over coffee outside,’ reports Sheet regu-

lar Jenny Parkes, who took a turn as one 

of the hosts; ‘I was actually there one 

whole day and it didn’t feel too long.’  

Visitors were generally surprised and im-

pressed by the range of prayer options 

inside and those who knew about the 

plan said it exceeded their expectations.  

Prayer stations included: a magnetic map 

of the world, helping people focus on an 

area of need; candles to light; paper-

flower prayers that opened out when 

placed on water, tactile displays based on 

‘The Lord is My Shepherd’ and ‘I am the 

Vine’ and simple ideas like a prayer tree 

on which to hang a request. There were 

bags of stones which could spell out a 

verse from the Bible  (left) and pictures to 

colour. In short, there was something to 

inspire prayer for every individual.  
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It was lovely to welcome 

curious passers-by to the 

Pop-Up. (left) Joyce Perry of 

the United Reformed 

Church, one of the hosts for 

the day, explains the pro-

ject to a visitor.  

Children were also catered 

for, with  satellite prayer 

boxes at Herne Junior and 

Sheet School and two lively 

‘Messy Prayer’ sessions in 

the Pop-Up itself. 

Sheet Churchwarden Karen Glanville 

was one of the group who prayed over 

all the different prayers left during the 

week. She was very moved by the expe-

rience, saying, ‘There’s so much need!’  

Karen was also touched by how much 

people valued being able to leave a 

prayer. ‘It’s wonderful that you’re doing 

this,’ and ‘This is such an amazing 

thing,’ were just two of the comments 

she heard.  

It was important to have people on 

hand to assist, not just to make drinks 

or explain the set-up, but also to ac-

company visitors with failing sight or to 

help children. But whatever the time 

and effort involved, Karen was struck 

by how much members of different 

churches enjoyed being involved.  

=============================== 

Back at Base 

We continue to visit the streets of the 

parish and receive requests for prayer 

from our neighbours. These are includ-

ed in our  Sunday morning services. 

This is the Sheet Church model from the window display. Each 

church was represented and the models were placed in a circle 

and linked together. At a time of such division in our national 

life, it is increasingly important for Christians to work in unity.  

The PACT motto is:   

‘Many churches... many styles of worship… but only one God’ 
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     ****** STAR PAGE******    

                            The monthly page fo r The Ark,  SMART  and  Young-at-Heart.   

 Picnic Time!  

Summer is a great time for picnics. On the right  

you can see some of the thousands of people who 

shared a church picnic at Portchester Castle in June.  

It had everything you want from a picnic: great  

weather, games and shared food. On top of that,  

there was a lot of chatting, singing and praying,  

with people from around Portsmouth.  A small  

group went over from Sheet to join them.  

*************************************** 

There are various picnics in the Bible.  

 

The boy’s picnic was bread rolls 

and fish. You could colour them 

in. What’s your favourite picnic 

food?  

************************** 

Probably the most famous is when a small boy 

shared his  picnic with Jesus and Jesus used it to 

feed thousands of people! There was so much 

food in the end that they picked up loads of left-

overs.  

Another time, Jesus made a BBQ on the beach 

and called his friends from their fishing boat to 

come and join him. Both those picnics were  

really special.  

If you get a chance, have a picnic this summer. It 

can be just as good in the garden or the park as 

on a beach. Happy holidays! 
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                 ‘In The Real World’   
Churches are sometimes portrayed as disconnected from the ‘real world’ that we all live in. But the people who 

come through our doors face all the everyday issues of life in the 21st century and care about the problems  

people face. Here are some of the areas and experiences we have focused on in recent months.  

Mick Brooks (above) worked as a mental health 

nurse before taking roles in NHS management and 

theology. He was an excellent speaker for our well-

attended Saturday meeting on mental health, giving 

invaluable advice on how to support one another 

when times are hard. Mick was keen to encourage 

honesty and openness and a week later, a member 

of the church family was courageous enough to 

share her own experiences of poor mental health 

with the congregation. Thanking her, vicar Richard 

Saunders said, ‘I hope this will help us develop a 

more open and supportive culture in church.’  

——————————————- ———————— 

 

One of the charities we support is Interna-

tional Justice Mission, which is a Christian 

organisation dedicated to rescuing victims  

of slavery and bringing perpetrators to  

justice. Human rights lawyer Claudine Rob-

erts (below) was our preacher one Sunday, bringing 

the shocking news of over 40 million people unable 

to break free from slavery or forced labour. Whole 

families can be held to ransom to pay off a debt.  

The good news is that tens of thousands have been 

rescued by IJM and supported to start a new life. 

Claudine pointed out that freedom and justice, as 

well as a heart for the 

poor, are foundations 

of the Christian faith. 

She invited us all to 

continue to spread 

awareness, pray and 

support this vital work.  

Fiona Castle was the speaker at our latest Women’s 

Brunch in June. Fiona drew lots of laughter with her ac-

count of her first meeting with Roy, set up by mutual 

friend Eric Morecambe. [They were all working in London 

theatres at the time, Fiona as a dancer and singer.]  

Within a year, Roy and Fiona were married and went on 

to have four children. Fiona gave up her career to stay at 

home while Roy’s career went from strength to strength.  

It was at this stage that Fiona suffered such a crisis of 

confidence that one day she cried out for help to a God 

she wasn’t even sure of - and came to a real living faith 

for the first time.  

That faith carried Fiona through years in the public eye, 

most awesomely when Roy was diagnosed with inopera-

ble lung cancer. Their shared reliance on God made a 

deep impression, even on the hard-bitten journalists re-

porting the story. After his death, Fiona found the God-

given courage to go on.  

The Women’s Brunch happens once a term on a Saturday 

morning in the Herne Farm Leisure Centre Hall. All local 

ladies are welcome and you can find out more from the 

Church Office (see page 8) or via women@sheet.church    

Fiona Castle (second left) meets the locals 

Over 70 local ladies were there to hear Fiona and 

they were enthusiastic in their response. Here’s just a 

selection of their comments:  

 ‘She’s so inspirational - and so approachable.’   

 ‘What a wonderful lady’.    

 ‘I felt she was talking just to me.’   

 ‘I can relate to her experiences. She was so helpful.’  

 ‘It’s my first visit here -  I never expected to enjoy it 

so much. I’m coming to the next one!’  
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                Services for Summer 2019 

              From the Registers   
  Baptisms 
   Reuben McCUBBIN   (19 May) 

    Darren FORD & 

    William FORD            (14 July)  
Weddings 
Sylvia BOVINGTON  & Jan STUART  (31 May) 

Emma RICHARDS & Marc HAYNES   ( 8 June) 

 

   
  

  Funerals                        
                   

 Deborah LESLIE                 (9 May) 

 Elisabeth ROBINSON      (20 June)  

                          Jack PUSEY                      (24 June) 
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WEDNESDAYS   9am    Short Communion  

                          

      ———————————————    

Mondays  5th AUGUST  & 2nd SEPTEMBER 

        8pm - 9pm     Praise and Prayer  

           Details from Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade      

            for all older people:  service, tea &  

           cake at The Half Moon, Thursdays 

 2.30pm on July 25th, August 8th & 22nd 

           ‘Friends of Jesus’ 
   all 10am services are suitable for all ages 

Sunday  21  St Mary Magdalen Festival 

The 8 O’Clock Service        

Communion  

11.30am Open Air Service on the green,  

followed by a barbeque, ALL WELCOME 

 

Sunday  28  Serving Two Masters? - Matthew 

The 8 O’Clock Service   

Communion  

The 10 O’Clock Service  Com’n  

 

Sunday 4 August  All in the Same Boat -  

The Twelve 

The 8 O’Clock Service   

Communion  

The 10 O’Clock Service  

 

Sunday  11 August  What we Need - Martha & 

Mary 

The 8 O’Clock Service   

BCP Communion  

Sunday 11 August (cont)  

The 10 O’Clock Service  

Communion  

 

Sunday 18   Stepping Out -  Peter  

The 8 O’Clock Service   

Communion  

The 10 O’Clock Service  

 

Sunday 25   Don’t label me! - Thomas  

The 8 O’Clock Service   

BCP Communion  

The 10 O’Clock Service  Communion  

 

Sunday 1 September  How to be First - James & 

John 

The 8 O’Clock Service   

Communion  

The 10 O’Clock Service  

———————————————  

8 September   

The 8 O’Clock Service   

BCP Communion  

The 10 O’Clock Service with Communion & groups 


