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  Come Rain or Shine... 
Here are our ‘New Wine’ 

campers, enjoying a 

shared meal in the sun - 

(and with none other than 

Max and Suzy Cross).   

Reporting back after the 

week away, they told the 

church that the worship 

had been amazing, the 

teaching spot-on  -  and 

the weather a crazy mix 

of rain, strong winds and 

sunshine. The Hauers 

even lost a new tent in 

the storm - but even so, 

they are already looking 

forward to New Wine 

2020! All the families 

agreed that the children’s 

groups were first-class as 

well. Do talk to any of the 

group if you’d like to be 

there next year…. 



2 

 

 

 

            Lay Minister Linda Clist reflects on the change of season…. 

 

After so many years working in education, as well as 

being Mum to three children, for me September still 

means change.  Sometimes it feels as if the weather 

is reading the calendar, as there’s quite suddenly a 

scent of autumn in the air. I start to notice how 

many leaves are already turning to gold and there’s 

a mix of emotions as the routine of a new term 

takes over. I partly regret the end of the summer 

break and yet ‘getting back to normal’ can be quite comforting. Of course, we probably know children 

or young people facing much bigger changes: different class, different school, even leaving home for 

the first time. And for them, the change from summer to autumn means huge changes to everyday life. 

I’ve known people who have seen a move to a new home or a new course or job as a chance to rein-

vent themselves, to try and change into the person they’d like to be. We once knew someone who got 

involved with a group advertising ‘self-transformation’, which turned out to be a serious disaster. 

Change is always a challenge, but it’s really, really hard to change ourselves... 

One of the things that struck me about all 

the friends of Jesus that we’ve been hear-

ing about this summer is that their stories 

included significant change. Mary Magdalen 

was healed by Jesus and left her home 

town to follow him. After making a decent 

living collecting taxes, Matthew accepted a 

change of role, basically becoming an ap-

prentice again. The twelve had to learn to 

get on with each other, despite their differ-

ent backgrounds and personalities. Martha 

had to slow down and value being with  

Jesus above doing things for him.  

Peter had to trust Jesus more than fear his own weaknesses. Thomas had to accept that you sometimes 

have to trust the person you know, rather than insist on concrete evidence. And last of all, James and 

John had to put their ambitions to one side and change their mind-set, to accept that serving is the 

most vital part of leading.  

In this month of change, perhaps we could ask if there’s a change Jesus wants us to make - with his 

help. It may be changing our priorities, taking up a new role, doing more or doing less, or learning to 

trust rather than worry. Self-transformation doesn’t really work, but Jesus can transform us. He can 

help us change. And if we let him, it will always be a change for the better. 



3 

          Oasis Summer Tea  
One sunny July afternoon, members of our Oasis group for older people met in the Village Hall for a 
special social get-together. As well as afternoon tea and good company, there was entertainment 
from the Arford Bells hand-bell ringers. Their performance delighted the audience and they also gave 
people an opportunity to have a go at ringing themselves.  
One of those at the tea gave a glowing report: ‘It was a lovely way to spend the afternoon and it was 
really enjoyed. The food was delicious,  the hand-bell ringers entertaining, and there were friends to 
chat with. What more could one wish for?!’ 
Many thanks to Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade and all her helpers for a great event. 
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SMART Summer Camp 
Another July Festival weekend - another SMART 

Camp! Youth Worker David Loveless organised  

another successful gathering that managed to  

beat the weather forecast and stay mainly dry.  

There was the usual mix of games, food, craft  

and teaching, with some really deep discussions.  

The theme for 2019 was ‘My Story’, the faith we  

have for ourselves, not just beliefs that we’ve ab-

sorbed from someone else. David says, ‘It was really 

encouraging to see how people engaged with the  

material and the questions they asked. We also had a 

really good time praying for one another.’  

Needless to say, the SMART Camp traditions of swim-

ming in the pool and roasting marshmallows on the 

campfire were as popular as ever.  (cont.on next page) 

         (below) A chance to relax in comfort indoors. 

 (above) Jo Saunders organised this intriguing craft, where 

scratching a design on black paper emerged multi-coloured.  
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It was good to hear from Alice Heywood about her 

second gap year expedition: service in Brazil with 

the well-respected Christian organisation ‘Latin 

Link’. Alice was able to tell us a little about it before 

she set off and the group’s blog posted this picture 

of Alice showing off some of her hard work (above) 

as they created a children’s playground in Saba, 

working alongside local people.  They have also tak-

en part in local church worship and events, even 

providing preachers, and have heard ‘amazing sto-

ries’ about God transforming lives in N.E. Brazil. 

 

Alice explains more about her trip to Angus McAllister at coffee 

On Sunday morning, regardless of how little sleep 

they’d had, the SMART campers packed up and made 

their way down to Sheet village green for the service 

under the chestnut tree. They also took the micro-

phone to describe the teaching they’d enjoyed, the 

fearsome quiz, the wide game and more.     

******************************************** 

The Festival service was well-attended as usual and 

the weather was kind. After a service focused on the 

summer’s first ‘friend of Jesus’, Mary Magdalen, and 

the parable of the sower, most people stayed to en-

joy the barbeque, complete with generous salads and 

quite exceptional desserts, topped off with ice cream.       

********************************************             



6 

                ****** STAR PAGE******    

                                The monthly page fo r The Ark,  SMART  and  Young-at-Heart.   

 ‘I will make ALL THINGS NEW!’  

  
The new term is a good time for new things: new shoes, new 

uniform, new winter jackets. You may have new pens and 

equipment as well.  

The Bible is full of new things and new ideas.  

Jesus talked about his message as being  

like a new coat. The old ideas people had  

were like an old coat. People were  

prepared to take a little bit of Jesus’  

new idea and add it in… But you couldn’t take  

just a little bit of new cloth and sew it onto  

an old coat to patch it up. Sometimes you  

                            need to scrap the old and go 

                                                 for the new thing!* 

                                                              

 

                         Jesus still wants us to be open to new ideas and new ways 

of doing things. So it’s good to be open to the new.   

                                                                                            (*see Matthew 9:16) 

When Jesus gave us bread and wine as a way of 

remembering his death and resurrection, he 

called it the sign of the ‘new covenant’. A cove-

nant is an agreement between people. This was a 

new agreement between God and anyone who 

wants to follow him.  On his side, he’s with us for-

ever by his Holy Spirit - and on ours? Well, we  

only have to accept what he’s done for us. And he 

teaches us how to follow, with a new command: 

to love one another. (John 13:34)  

PS At the end of time, all the old problems and 

dangers of the earth will be swept away as God 

promises to ‘make all things new’!  

(Revelation 21:5) 
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We have a new charity to support with our shoebox 
collection this year, fitting in with local schools. Link 
to Hope is a Christian charity based in Worthing. Its 
purpose is to support people in Eastern Europe.  
 
Link to Hope has been sending shoeboxes abroad 
since 1992 and cares for people regardless of their 
background, race or creed. Many recipients are un-
der great pressure just trying to keep warm and feed 
themselves. They may not even have running water 
or electricity, so buying extras is out of the question.  
We are asked to fill a shoebox with gifts for a family, 
such as scarves and hats, tape measure, toys, sta-
tionery and toiletries.  
 
Co-ordinator Ann Brooks can answer any questions 
you may have and we shall be launching this year’s 
appeal on September 15th. Meanwhile, please do 
keep any empty shoeboxes you may have.   
  

The Historic Churches Association has its annual 

fundraiser on Saturday 14th September. Walkers and 

riders are equally welcome to visit local churches and 

donate to the charity, which makes grants to help 

conserve historic buildings. If you would like to help 

without moving from place to place, please sign up 

to welcome others here at St Mary Magdalen.  

 

                                         Church Picnic 
                      All welcome after church                      

             at 1.00pm on Sunday 22nd 

                                            September at Queen  

                                            Elizabeth Country Park.  

                                            Meet on the Bottom Field! 

    Women’s Brunch  

The next Brunch will be on Saturday 12th October 

10am-12 noon at the Herne Farm Leisure Centre.  

           ‘Poverty and Plastics:  

                     What can we do?’ 

Our speaker will be Sarah Wig-

gins (left), who is a senior mem-

ber of the team at Tearfund. 

Sarah has first-hand experience 

of Third World problems, hav-

ing lived in Sri Lanka after the 

tsunami.  

Now married with three chil-

dren, she understands the    

everyday challenges of trying to do one’s best to live in a 

way that helps those in need as well as caring for God’s 

creation. Do come and hear what she has to say.  

 

All local ladies are welcome, from any church or none.  

If you have any questions, Laura Hauer, Jenny Parkes or 

Linda Clist will be happy to tell you more.  

             Harvest Festival 2019 
will be on Sunday 20th October. Meanwhile, please 

don’t forget that we have two baskets for Food Bank 

donations always in place at the back of church. There’s 

a need at present for steam/microwave puddings, small 

bags of sugar, bars of soap, shampoo and toothbrushes.  
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                       Services for September 

                        Services for October / November 
Sunday 6 Oct  The 8 O’Clock Service       The 10 O’Clock Service    

Sunday 13         The 8 O’Clock Service BCP     The 10 O’Clock Service  with Communion & prayers for healing         

Sunday 20 Harvest  The 8 O’Clock Service       10 O’Clock Together      6.30 Celebration 

Sunday 27   The 8 O’Clock Service BCP     The 10 O’Clock Service  with Communion              
Sunday 3 Nov  The 8 O’Clock Service       The 10 O’Clock Service       3pm Bereavement Service  
Sunday 10 Nov           The 8 O’Clock Service BCP     10.50am Remembrance Service 

                             From the Registers   
       Funerals   

                                          
                    Jack PUSEY                    (24 June) 

                             Michael SIEVWRIGHT        (15 July) 

                             Heather FUTCHER             (22 August) 
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      ———————————————    

Mondays 2nd SEPTEMBER  &  7th OCTOBER   

        8pm - 9pm     Praise and Prayer  

             Details from Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade      

            for all older people:  service, tea &  

           cake at The Half Moon, Thursdays 

 2.30pm Sept 12th & 26th, Oct 10th & 24th 

 Sunday  1  How to be First: James & John   

The 8 O’Clock Service  

Communion                               

The 10 O’Clock Service   

all ages together: last Summer Sunday 

*****************************************************            
  Autumn Term 2019  

‘Lord, teach us to pray’   

 

Sunday  8   

Our Father in Heaven 

The 8 O’Clock Service        

BCP Communion  

The 10 O’Clock Service    

with Communion, inc ‘The Ark’ + Upper Room  

Sunday  15  Worship: Giving Voice   

The 8 O’Clock Service   

Communion  

10 O’Clock Together   

6.30 Celebration Evening Service  

Sunday 22  Hallowed be Your Name                    

The 8 O’Clock Service   

BCP Communion  

The 10 O’Clock Service  

with Communion inc ‘The Ark’ & Upper Room  

Sunday 29  Your Kingdom Come, Your Will  

                    be Done, on Earth as in Heaven   

The 8 O’Clock Service        

BCP Communion  

The 10 O’Clock Service    

with Communion, inc ‘The Ark’ + Upper Room  

 


