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 Let there be Light!  

       Loving God, Loving People 
        St Mary Magdalen Church, Sheet, Petersfield 

www.sheet.church   Registered Charity No. 1128244 

The candles will be shining out at Sheet 

Church this Christmas, from the first Sunday 

in December, Advent Sunday, through the 

Nativity, the Carol Service, special Christmas 

Eve and Christmas Day services, into the New 

Year and our traditional January Christingle.  

At this darkest season of the year, we love to 

celebrate the birth of the one who was called 

the real light.  We wish you all a light-filled 

Christmas, and for any who may be finding 

life hard this year, we pray for peace and for 

a glimmer of light at the end of the tunnel.  
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Vicar of Sheet, Rev Richard Saunders, is thinking about      ‘Living with uncertainty’ 
 

It has become a bit of a commonplace to say that we live in uncertain and divided times.   
Our nation, many of its communities and even families are divided over Brexit with, as I 
write at the start of the election campaign, no clear way forward.   Perhaps it is the fear 
that often comes with uncertainty that has fed into what seems to be the increasingly  
angry tone of our political debate.    

Worldwide there is greater uncertainty, with increasingly protectionist trade policies 
and confrontational politics. For the  unprecedented 70 million refugees in the world 
forced to flee their homes through war or poverty, things are more uncertain still.  
And who knows how many people will have to be on the move as climate change brings 
rising sea levels and increased drought and storms?  It’s all very uncertain. 

 
Things were pretty uncertain at the time of the first Christmas.  Politically, Galilee and Judea were occupied  
territory with ‘Peace’ being enforced, sometimes brutally, by the occupying Romans.  

 
For Mary and Joseph a surprise pregnancy before they were 
married, in a culture which poured shame on such things, made 
for greater uncertainty.  
A Governor’s decision to call a snap census at just the wrong 
moment added to the pressure, forcing them on a long journey 
to a crowded town. And then, while the baby was still young, 
they had to flee the country altogether, becoming refugees to 
avoid the infanticide ordered by a paranoid king.  

       

But God is able to bring people through the most precarious of situations, and their 
child thrived.  Jesus grew up to teach that behind this troubled, uncertain world is a 
God who loves us beyond measure.  Indeed he said that he had come as God’s Son, 
sent into the world to rescue it: to bring sight to the blind, release to the captives, 
good news to the poor and eternal life to those who believe. He taught us to return 
good for evil, to love one another – not just those who are like us and who we 
agree with, but those we disagree with too. And he modelled that, praying, ‘Father, 
forgive them’ as they nailed him to a cross. He suffered and died… and God raised 
him to life again. 

He is called the Prince of Peace and millions, including me, 
have found that trusting him gives peace even in the face of 
uncertainty.  He can help us navigate any situation, whatev-
er happens -  even death. It is his sort of selfless love that 
our divided nation needs.  That’s why we’ll be celebrating 
his birth again this Christmas. 

I hope you’ll be able to take some time out in all the busyness of the season and the uncer-
tainty around us to come and find some peace and celebrate with us.  

Wishing you a very happy and peace-filled Christmas,  
Richard 
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 Flowers, Food & More 

 

The church’s Harvest Festival fell on 20th October this 

year. Leader of the flower team, Clare Lund, is pic-

tured above, refreshing one of the wonderful displays 

of flowers, fruits and vegetables. One of the more 

striking elements this year was the vine adorning the 

Communion rail, complete with bunches of grapes  

(see right).   

 

The Petersfield Food Bank receives more donations 

than usual at this time of year, so while we support 

them week by week, we sent our harvest goods a little 

further afield. A great quantity of tinned and packet 

food, as well as much-needed toiletries, were gath-

ered for two other charities: ‘The E C Roberts Centre’ 

in Portsmouth, helping families who are under stress, 

and ‘Stonepillow’, the West Sussex charity for home-

less people. Olivia Tottle was one of the hard-working 

volunteers packing up all the boxes of goods after the 

service (right).  

The theme of the day was ‘Giving Thanks’ and Lay 

Minister Linda Clist brought along six gift-wrapped 

parcels, all containing ordinary things that we may be 

tempted to take for granted, rather than be truly 

thankful for.  

You can find more information 

about both charities online.  

We are always delighted to share Harvest celebrations with 

the wider community and we were able to welcome the 

children and parents of both Stepping Stones and Sheet 

School to church for their Festivals. We also led the Harvest 

assembly at Herne Junior.  

Alongside traditional favourites, we heard some excellent 

new Harvest hymns. In fact, each class at Sheet School sang 

a different song and the standard was impressively high.  
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Sheet Snapshots 

In line with our local schools, we supported a new chari-

ty this year with our shoebox collection. ‘ Link to Hope’ 

is a Christian organisation based in Worthing. It works in 

Romania, Moldova, Ukraine and Bulgaria.  

Rather than just boxes for children, this charity invited 

us to collect gifts for either a family or an older person. 

The OASIS seniors’ group pooled resources to take part 

and our young people offered to wrap boxes for those 

who find it a logistical challenge!    

Co-ordinator Ann Brooks thanked all those who contrib-

uted so generously. Those receiving the boxes are ex-

tremely poor and disadvantaged and often live in villag-

es that have scarcely any amenities or access to 

healthcare. While the Christmas shoeboxes are a won-

derful project, it’s good to know that Link to Hope 

works in Eastern Europe all year round, combating pov-

erty, for example, by providing winter fuel, paying medi-

cal bills and encouraging children to stay in education.    

Shoebox Sunday on 3rd Novem-

ber was actually the latest 10 

O’Clock Service to be handed 

over to our young people, who 

led it very ably and provided an 

impressive seven-piece band 

(right).       It was actually a rather  

busy weekend, given that we had 

our Autumn garden clear-up on 

Saturday 2nd November. Thanks 

to the Rugby World Cup Final, the 

working party was delayed until 

the second half of the morning, 

which happily meant the rain had 

stopped by the time we began! 

Shoebox Sunday 
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Welcome Back 
Churchwarden Phil Taylor and Verger Shaun Whelan were heartily 

relieved to hear the church clock striking the hour once again. The 

first attempt to replace a broken part turned out to be the wrong 

thickness and a second one had to be commissioned.  

We are sorry that the clock was out of action for so long, but hope 

that it will continue reliably now for some time to come.  

In the Open Air  
There was wonderful weather yet again 

for our Mary Magdalen Festival Sunday 

in July (right). Our patron saint was the 

first of the ‘friends of Jesus’ we focused 

on over the summer.  

It’s amazing how many dozens of peo-

ple you can fit under the chestnut tree. 

There was ample shade for everyone 

and then most people stayed on after 

worship for barbeque, salads, desserts 

and ice cream.  

 

What a Load of Rubbish! 
At the October Women’s Brunch in the Herne Farm Lei-

sure Centre hall, there was an unexpected pile of plastic 

rubbish (left). Speaker Sarah Wiggins, a senior member 

of staff at development charity Tearfund, used the 

bottles and bags to introduce her topic of ‘Poverty & 

Plastics’. She pointed out that the people who suffer 

most from our throwaway society are the poor around 

the globe (below left). 

In Loving Memory 
At our annual service to remember 

loved ones, people were invited to 

light a candle, forming a cross of light 

at the front of church (right).  

The roll call of names that day, like the 

one on Remembrance Sunday, is  

always truly personal and  poignant.  

Sarah got everyone involved with quizzes to test our knowledge of (for instance) how 

long various pieces of rubbish take to degrade. Suffice to say, there were lots of gasps 

around the room when she gave the answers. As a church, we are trying our best to be 

more responsible in our use of the 

earth’s resources.   
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     ****** STAR  PAGE******    

                                The monthly page fo r The Ark,  SMART  and  Young-at-Heart.   

 Time  Together   
Christmas is about all kinds of things: presents, special food, keeping 

warm, time off work and school. But above everything else, it is about 

a time for togetherness. One of the special titles given to Jesus before 

he was even born was ‘Emmanuel’, which means ‘God-with-us’. God 

wanted to live in our world, to be together with people, so that he 

could put things right and show us how to be. So when we get togeth-

er with other people over Christmas, we’re doing something extra 

specially Christmassy. Being together is more important than presents 

and food, just as people are more important than things.  

One of the best things about church is being together 

with other people. In fact, the word ‘church’ doesn’t actu-

ally mean the building: it means ‘people together’.  

At the end of the summer, some of us got together for a 

picnic at the Queen Elizabeth Country Park, even though 

it was damp and cold! We didn’t mind about the weather. 

We had some lovely food and played games and chatted 

and took the dogs for walks. It was just fun taking the 

time to be together. (You can see some of us here on the left).  

PACT (Petersfield Area Churches Together) gives a lunch 

every Christmas Day so that everyone has the chance to  

have some together-time as we remember Jesus’ birth.  

We have lots of different church groups who get to-

gether regularly. Sometimes a group will spend their 

together-time talking about the Bible, or praying or 

making music; sometimes having a party or sharing a 

meal or playing games.  

There are groups for different ages and our older 

people seem to have lots of together-time in cafes 

and pubs! Every summer our young people get to-

gether for a 24-hour camp. (You can see them here, 

taking a breather indoors last July.) We are all looking 

forward to celebrating and working together this 

Christmas. Enjoy your Christmas together-time too! 
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          Christmas & New Year at Sheet Church  

For all older people 
OASIS runs a full programme of  

social events & relaxed worship 

 FREE film afternoon 

 Monday 13th January 2020   1.15 - 4.30pm 

(doors open 1.15pm; film starts 1.45pm) 

 Sheet Village Hall 

 FREE tea and cake served in the interval  

 Relaxed, welcoming, dementia-friendly 

 No need to book 

 Donations welcome 

 Seniors Chaplain:  Julie Slade 01730 269160 

We are following our usual pattern of special services 

this year and hope to welcome you to church to cele-

brate with us. [The building is always open in daylight 

hours, so you may also wish to come and enjoy the 

quiet at your leisure.]    The details below will tell you 

more, but if you have any queries, do contact any of 

the people whose details appear at the bottom of the 

back page. While we indicate some services are more 

formal and others less so, we do of course welcome 

anyone to any of our events.  

Sunday 8 December  10.00am Nativity   by children’s / young people’s groups   informal,  all-age  

Sunday 15 December 6.30pm  Carol Service  traditional;  with our choir    refreshments in Hall 

Christmas Eve  3.00pm  Crib Service       the Christmas story simply told               informal, all-age; with  

                                                  4.30pm Crib Service (repeat)              ..                        ..                                                 refreshments 

    11.30pm Communion  traditional midnight service  

Christmas Day  8.00am said Communion  from The Book of Common Prayer  traditional, quiet 

                                                 10.00am Communion  celebration service                                         inclusive; all-age  

Sunday 19th January 2020 10.00am Christingle  everyone together    informal, all-age 
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    Services for Advent, Christmas & the New Year 

  From the Registers             
    Baptism  

 
    Evie COOK             (6 October) 

 

   Funerals                        
                   

    Betty SLADE                    (8 November) 

    Marcia LOWERY            (15 November) 

                                    

                

 

Don’t miss an issue of NewSheet !    We publish NewSheet up to 10 times each year.  

To receive NewSheet on your screen in full colour (at no cost to the church) join the church email list at admin@sheet.church  

You can also read it under  ‘Magazine’ at www.sheet.church [Black and white printed copies are available at the back of church.] 

Copy date for the February edition: Wed 15th JANUARY.              Editor: Linda Clist 01730 262312  newsheet@sheet.church 

Vicar    Revd Richard Saunders  263673     richard@sheet.church                                   Hon Clergy       Revd Mick Micklethwaite  893303                                                                                              

Youth Worker  David Loveless   07480051663    david@sheet.church              Lay Ministers  Linda Clist 262312 & Bob Slade 269160                                       

Churchwardens  Karen Glanville & Phil Taylor    churchwardens@sheet.church        Seniors Chaplain / Pastoral Co-ordr  Julie Slade 269160                                 

Parish Administrator  Rebecca Whelan  302695         admin@sheet.church                 Parish Office 2 Pulens Lane, open Wed - Fri mornings 

Wednesdays   9am    Short Communion  

(except Christmas Day & New Year’s Day)                        

      ———————————————    

Mondays 2nd DECEMBER & 6th JANUARY   

        8pm - 9pm   Praise and Prayer  

          Details from Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade      

            for all older people:  service, tea &  

           cake at The Half Moon, Thursdays 

 2.30pm      Dec 12      &      Jan 9th  &  23rd  

Sunday 1 December   Advent Sunday   

The 8 O’Clock Service Communion                               

The 10 O’Clock Service   

inc activities for children and young people  

 

Sunday  8 Dec  Advent 2     

The 8 O’Clock Service BCP Communion  

10 O’Clock Together: NATIVITY 

 

Sunday  15 Dec  Advent 3   

The 8 O’Clock Service  Communion  

The 10 O’Clock Service  with Communion &  

prayers for healing, inc ‘The Ark’ + Upper Room  

6.30pm CAROL SERVICE  
             with refreshments 

 

Sunday 22 Dec  Advent 4                    

The 8 O’Clock Service  BCP Communion  

The 10 O’Clock Service  

with Communion inc ‘The Ark’ & Upper Room 

  

CHRISTMAS EVE  Tues 24 Dec 

3.00pm and 4.30pm  

CRIB SERVICE 

 

11.30pm  

MIDNIGHT COMMUNION  

CHRISTMAS DAY Wed 25 Dec 

The 8 O’Clock Service   BCP Communion  

10 O’Clock Together     Communion  

 

Sunday  29 Dec 

The 8 O’Clock Service  BCP Communion  

The 10 O’Clock Service  for all 

 

Sunday 5 January 2020  Epiphany 

The 8 O’Clock Service Communion                               

The 10 O’Clock Service  inc activities 

for under-16’s 

 

Sunday 12 Jan    

The 8 O’Clock Service BCP Communion                               

The 10 O’Clock Service  Communion, Ark & U Room 

 

Sunday 19 Jan    

The 8 O’Clock Service Communion                               

10 O’Clock Together: CHRISTINGLE 

6.30pm Celebration 

 

Sunday 26 Jan  

The 8 O’Clock Service  BCP Communion  

The 10 O’Clock Service  

with Communion inc ‘The Ark’ & Upper Room 


