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 Hands Up for Victory!  
Our first sermon series of 2020 was devoted to God’s promises and on 

16th February, we focused on Jesus’ words,  ‘I am with you always’.  

While The 8 O’Clock Service also looked at God’s identical promise to  

Joshua, 10 O’Clock Together featured a dramatic incident in Moses’ life.  

This event was brought vividly to 

life with the help of four actors, 

miming energetically as the story 

was told.  

1. Moses’ staff was the sign of 

God’s presence, power and guid-

ance. He had raised it over the 

Red Sea when God freed his peo-

ple. Now he raised it to ask for 

God’s help as they faced a battle.  

Whenever  Moses lowered his 

hands for a rest, the battle went 

badly and Moses watched anxious-

ly from the hill, along with his 

brother and his friend.  

2. Whenever he raised his hands  

to God, all went well. So event-

ually, the others held his arms up 

for him. As time went on, they 

even gave him a stone to sit on.  

3. By the end of the day, Joshua 

had led the Lord’s army to victory!  
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 Thanks to actors Thomas, John, Peter & Oliver 
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From Youth Worker David Loveless: 

Back when I started as the youth worker here, one of the first things I wrote for NewSheet was 

what my average week looked like. That’s changed a lot in the last 5 years so I thought it was about to time to go 

through it again and try and answer that old question,  ‘What do you actually do each week?!’ First though, a dis-

claimer! This is in theory ‘an average week as Sheet Church youth worker’, except there is no such thing as an aver-

age week in youth work.. Things come up and change all the time.  In fact, it is entirely possible that by the time you 

read this, some of it will be out of date. The point of writing is not for a 100% accurate breakdown of each week, but 

rather a way for us to celebrate our youthwork in all its different forms, not forgetting that I lead - and rely on - a 

superb team of adult volunteers as I work with different groups. So - here goes…. 

Monday 

Unlike most people, Monday is actually the end of the week for me, as Tuesday is my day off. It always begins with 

us meeting as a Staff Team to read the bible and pray together, which is a great way to start the week, reflect on 

the Sunday services and look at the week ahead.  

After that it is the day I try and have most meetings, so in theory I only ever have one day of meetings a week. (This 

never ever works, but is a nice idea!)  When not in meetings, I also use Monday to catch up on bits of admin and 

make sure things like the weekly publicity emails going out to the young people are all prepared and ready to go.   

 

Tuesday   

Tuesday is my day off, my Sabbath. I make sure to rest and to spend time with God, friends and family.   

Wednesday  

This is my planning & reading day. It’s when I will plan most of the youthwork sessions for the week. (Or if I’m being 

incredibly efficient, the sessions for the following week!) This is also when I will do any longer- term planning for 

one-off events (such as Summer Camp.) 

Along with this,  Wednesday is the day I try and spend time reading books and articles around youthwork, faith for-

mation and theology, looking at how we can improve the work we do. If you are one of the kind people who has 

ever sent me an article or book about youthwork that you think I will find interesting, this is probably when it was 

read. 

Wednesday is also the day when I will sometimes meet with young people to provide pastoral care, as needed.    

 

Thursday 

Thursday is when the main ‘front-facing’ youth work starts up for the week, with our regular groups. We have two 

groups that run on Thursday, both bible study groups that function a lot like a church home group, but for young 

people:  

RISE meets on a Thursday afternoon in town, for school years 8 - 10  (12-14 year olds) 

YA meets on a Thursday evening at our house, for school years 11 - 13 (15-18 year olds)   

Our first Soapbox double-page 

spread … You’ll soon see why we 

need extra space this month! 
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Friday   

On Friday, the youth groups continue.  

Firstly we have the Christian Union at Churcher’s College, where we meet every Friday lunchtime with Christians in 

the school to chat, support and pray for one another. (Pizza is also sometimes involved...)Then we have ‘Coffee @ 

Costa’ on a Friday afternoon in the town centre. (You can probably guess the exact location.) This is one of the 

main ways we make contact with young people who do not have a  

direct ‘church family’ background with us. It’s a space where young people feel safe and happy to bring their 

friends. We never have any set programme for these sessions: they are just about spending time together, but by 

the nature of them, this is where a lot of our pastoral work happens as we support the young people with whatev-

er issues they are going through.           [Friday morning also tends to be the time when I do whatever bits of admin 

I have forgotten / haven’t had time to do on a Monday. ]  

 

 

 

Saturday    

Saturday varies, depending which week of the month it is. 

On the second and fourth Saturday of each month, it’s SMART & SMART+.  SMART is a youth group where we play 

games (often outside), have food together (which everyone brings to share) and spend a short time looking at a 

topic around faith and the bible. These sessions vary a lot. For instance, we are currently doing the Youth Alpha 

course, so the time discussing faith and the bible is longer than it would sometimes be. This group is very much 

about having a space where young people can invite their friends and everyone can have fun together.    

We then have SMART+ which is for those young people who want to spend more time discussing the topic intro-

duced in SMART itself. We have a more in-depth bible study and spend time praying for each other. 

When we don’t have SMART/SMART+ , then that is the time we often have socials or one-off events or even give 

our leaders some time off and let them have a Saturday to themselves!   

 

Sunday   

Now we get to the part most of you are probably most familiar with: Sunday morning. As you know, this is when 

(barring Together services or youth-led ones) the young people start in church before going down to the village 

hall. However, there are two things you may not know… The ‘Upper Room’ youth group usually meets downstairs. 

(Don’t ask!)   And also, we look at the same passage preached about  in church that day, to help the young people 

feel part of the wider church community and the discussions going on. 

 

I hope this overview has given you a clearer idea of the youthwork that goes on each and every week at Sheet Church. As I 

say, it is not comprehensive (I can guarantee I have forgotten something somewhere!) But I hope it is an encouragement to 

you to hear about all the ways we get to share the Good News of Jesus with the young people of Petersfield. On average 

we see about 20-30 different young people each week and we have the real privilege of  seeing God at work in their lives.  

 I can’t wait to see where he is going to lead this work in the coming years!                               
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        A Time to Plant.. 

.. a Time to Worship 

Despite the rather grey, wet and chilly weather in February, there 

are already lots of daffodils and crocuses around to reassure us 

that winter won’t last too much longer. Spring officially arrives on 

20th March, by which time we hope to see lots more signs of life 

in the gardens and countryside all around us. Thanks to this brave 

band of volunteers, our church contribution to the Sheet Commu-

nity Orchard should also be making good progress. On a frosty 

morning at the end of November, they planted an apple tree on 

our behalf on the Millennium Field. You can see from the pictures 

that it was bitterly cold - and that the hole took some serious dig-

ging. Let’s hope the time to harvest isn’t too far away…. 

<<< Here’s our brand-new keyboard,  

as chosen by Music Co-ordinator 

Hilmar Hauer, and paid for by the 

generous Friends to Sheet Church. 

The latest youth-led 10 O’Clock Ser-

vice (23rd Feb) featured not just the 

keyboard but guitar, flute and cajon 

(beatbox drum) and a good number 

of singers. >>> The young people also 

provided service leaders, readers, 

pray-er and preacher in a varied and 

thoughtful time of worship based on 

Moses and the burning bush. 
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.. and a Time to Share  

     Rock or Roll? 

 

Pictured above left is the evangelist Rev Canon J John, 

who is bringing his ‘Just One’ presentation of the Good 

News to the Portsmouth Guildhall this Spring. On the 

right, Violet Snell can be seen in a brief interview with 

vicar Richard Saunders during a service here at Sheet 

earlier in the year. Violet has attended some of the  

preparatory training for the event and was keen to 

share her enthusiasm for it. 

 The idea of ‘Just One’ is for ordinary Christians to bring 

‘just one’ friend to hear the gospel on ‘just one’ even-

ing. In fact, we have a choice of dates as, to accommo-

date demand,  J John will be speaking on both Saturday 

4th April and Sunday 5th April 2020.  Richard played a 

short clip of J John in action when he introduced the 

event and it is easy to find similar recordings and more 

information online.  

The Guildhall is a great venue and we are planning to 

organise a coach 

nearer the time. 

Please be praying 

now for the event 

- and about the 

‘just one’ person 

you might invite. 

Most Sundays at The 10 O’Clock Service, the children and young people are in church for the first quarter-of-an-

hour before leaving for their groups. They are often involved in the ‘Thinkspot’ introducing the theme of the day.  

======================================================================================================== 

At the end of January, Richard wanted 

to demonstrate the difference be-

tween having level, rock-steady ground 

under our feet and walking on a wob-

bly, uneven surface. To make sure we 

could all see the difference, he invited 

volunteers to try balancing an egg on a 

spoon while walking on either the 

church floor or an airbed.  

Despite the gallant efforts pictured 

here, there was no doubt that a solid 

level surface won the contest.  Richard 

went on to compare faith in God’s un-

wavering promises with a life based on 

other ideas that can only let us down. 

He also gamely had a go with egg and 

spoon himself! 
  Steady! ... Down it goes! Try again... 



6 

  ****** STAR PAGE******    

                                The monthly page fo r The Ark,  SMART  and  Young-at-Heart.   

We’ve all got used to the idea of treating our 

Mums on ‘Mothering Sunday’….. 

 ? But is it the same as ‘Mothers’ Day’?  

 ? Why is it on a different day each year? 

 ? And what’s the date in 2020?!   

 All About Mothering Sunday  

This year, Mothering Sunday is 22nd March.  

As usual, we’ll be giving posies to all the ladies in 

church that day, as older people remember their  

mothers and grandmothers and the rest of us try to 

give our Mums a treat, thanking them for all they do  

for us. Mothering Sunday is roughly half-way through 

Lent, as it’s always on  the fourth Sunday. Two weeks 

later, it’s Palm Sunday, when we remember Jesus riding 

into Jerusalem on a donkey, and the Sunday after that 

is Easter Day itself. Because Easter moves between late 

March and late April, Mothering Sunday moves too.  

The first Mothering Sundays were hun-

dreds of years ago, when at this  

half-way point in Lent, people went to 

their ‘mother church’ for a special cele-

bration service. That could mean the  

church where you’d been baptised, or 

your parish church, or your local  

cathedral. (Ours is Portsmouth  

cathedral, seen here on the right). This 

tradition was called going a-mothering! 

Later on, the focus of Mothering Sunday 

shifted to a day when you went home to see  

your family.   There were lots of people - es-

pecially girls - who worked as servants in big-

ger houses, even when they were quite 

young. On Mothering Sunday, they would get 

time off to go and see their mothers and the 

rest of the family as well as going to church.  

Poor people did not have much time off from 

work, so this was a special occasion. As those 

going home couldn’t afford to buy presents, 

they might pick some wild flowers to take 

with them. Over time, this became a tradi-

tion in its own right, celebrating mothers and 

giving them flowers and presents.  

A hundred years ago, people had more or less stopped 

celebrating Mothering Sunday in this way, but an Eng-

lish vicar’s daughter started ‘The Mothering Sunday 

Movement’ to encourage people to take it up again. In 

the 1950s, lots of British card-making firms saw Moth-

ering Sunday as a good chance to make money, which 

is why there are so many cards in the shops even now! 

 

[In the USA, ‘Mothers’ Day’ started around 100 years 

ago, just as a way of giving to mums one day a year 

and nothing to do with church at all. 

 It falls on the second Sunday in May, as it does in lots 

of other countries in Europe and elsewhere.]  
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         Sunday 8th March 

 

 

 
  Don’t Miss the Fairtrade Stall! 
      11.15am in Sheet Village Hall  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Back on Screen!  

Save the Date of the next Film 

Afternoon : Monday 4th May 

Please bring your money to buy both basics and treats for 

the sake of trade justice and for producers in poorer coun-

tries around the globe. Fairtrade coffee will be served! 

==========================================

2020 World Day of Prayer  
  ALL WELCOME at 12 noon, Friday, 6th March  

    at The United Reformed Church, College Street 
Come and share the service specially prepared by 

Christian women in Zimbabwe, entitled ‘Rise! Take 

your Mat and Walk’. This is a chance to worship, to 

learn more about another country from the ordinary 

believers who live there and to participate in an  

event that spans the globe in a day and a half.  

Please put the date in your diary now - and also consid-

er whether you would like to be more involved ‘behind 

the scenes’ at church.  

On Sunday 26th April, at 11.45am, we shall be having 

our annual meeting, voting for our representatives on 

the Church Council (PCC) and receiving the accounts. 

Reports of all church groups will be circulated in ad-

vance in the ‘Year in the Life’ booklet, compiled by Ad-

ministrator Rebecca Whelan in the Office. Look out for 

your free copy and find out more about all that goes on 

to make St Mary Magdalen function as it does. 

====================================== 

The Growing Season .. 

… is not far away. Could you join the rota to 

keep the church grass mown and tidy?  

Please find out more from John Dunt if you 

are interested. The more volunteers we have, 

the easier the job!    Many thanks. 

====================================== 
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                   Services for March 

                                     Services for April 
Palm Sunday 5    The 8 O’Clock Service       The 10 O’Clock Service 

Maundy Thursday 9 7.30pm Supper with informal Communion in Sheet Village Hall   (please sign up)

Good Friday 10    1.30pm - 3.00pm  At the Foot of the Cross         3.30pm All-age Good Friday Event 

Easter Sunday 12    The 8 O’Clock Service BCP     10 O’Clock Together Communion              

Sunday 19    The 8 O’Clock Service        10 O’Clock Together      6.30pm Celebration 

Sunday 26   The 8 O’Clock Service BCP     The 10 O’Clock Service  with Communion    

                                                                                                            followed by the Annual Church Meeting  at 11.45am  

 From the Registers   
 Funerals          
    Stephanie HART           (14 February) 

   David BURGE             (20 February) 

                

 

NewSheet is free, but a donation of 20p per copy would cover basic costs. (There’s a slot in the wall near the church door.) To receive NewSheet in full 

colour (at no cost to the church) join the church email list at admin@sheet.church or click on ‘Magazine’ on our home page at www.sheeet.church 

Feedback, letters and contributions are welcome. Please deliver to newsheet@sheet.church to the pigeonhole at the back of church or to the Parish 

Office. Material for publication will be edited as necessary. Copy date for the APRIL  issue is  Wed 18th March.            Editor: Linda Clist 01730 262312   

Vicar    Revd Richard Saunders  263673     richard@sheet.church                                   Hon Clergy       Revd Mick Micklethwaite  893303                                                                                              

Youth Worker  David Loveless   07480051663    david@sheet.church              Lay Ministers  Linda Clist 262312 & Bob Slade 269160                                       

Churchwardens  Karen Glanville & Phil Taylor    churchwardens@sheet.church        Seniors Chaplain / Pastoral Co-ordr  Julie Slade 269160                                 

Parish Administrator  Rebecca Whelan  302695         admin@sheet.church                 Parish Office 2 Pulens Lane, open Wed - Fri mornings 

Wednesdays   9am    Short Communion  

                          

      —————————————   

         Mondays 2nd MARCH  &  6th APRIL   

        8pm - 9pm     Praise and Prayer  

             Details from Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade      

            for all older people:  service, tea &  

           cake at The Half Moon, Thursdays 

2.30pm March 12th &26th, April 9th &23rd  

Sunday  1  Experiencing God’s Deliverance  

The 8 O’Clock Service  

Communion                               

The 10 O’Clock Service   

inc activities for children and young people  

Sunday  8  Trusting God’s Provision 

The 8 O’Clock Service        

BCP Communion  

The 10 O’Clock Service    

with Communion, inc ‘The Ark’ + Upper Room  

Sunday  15  Becoming God’s People   

The 8 O’Clock Service   

Communion  

10 O’Clock Together   

6.30 Celebration Evening Service  

 

Mothering Sun 22 Building God’s Dwelling Place                   

The 8 O’Clock Service   

BCP Communion  

The 10 O’Clock Service  

with Communion inc ‘The Ark’ & Upper Rm.  

 

Sunday  29  Encountering God’s Presence 

The 8 O’Clock Service        

BCP Communion  

The 10 O’Clock Service    

with Communion & optional prayer for healing   

 inc ‘The Ark’ + Upper Room  

Exodus: Freedom to Serve God 

1st 8th  

Posies for all 

ladies in church 


