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Easter, Ascension & Pentecost
8 weeks of celebration, April to June

From Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter in April all the way to
Ascension Day at the very end of May and Pentecost in June, these
are weeks full of festivals. We celebrated Easter Sunday in style
with exuberant flowers (left) and no
less than 3 services. A packed congregation at The 10 O’Clock Service admired our Easter window (right) as well
as some surprising visitors (below),
before the children hunted for plastic
eggs in the garden to exchange for real
chocolate ones. As May gives way to
June, we are planning a PACT-wide
prayer shop in town (as well as the
Pentecost ‘Big Prayer Picnic’ run
by Portsmouth
Diocese).
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What? ‘THE BIG PRAYER PICNIC’
When? Sunday 9th June, 1pm - 4pm
Where? Portchester Castle
Who? Everyone!
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Registered Charity No. 1128244

Rev Mick Micklethwaite recounts an unforgettable question - and sets about finding an answer.

?

?

Many moons ago in another parish, I was taking an Easter assembly in a Primary
School.
I retold the story of Easter – of death and resurrection: Jesus not only alive, but
alive in a way that has conquered death.

?

And then, having warmed up my audience, I made my grand pronouncement:
‘So that means that Jesus is still alive today.’

?

To which a little voice asked: ‘So where is he, then?’
Children are full of really good questions.

The early Church found itself asking that question almost from the beginning.
Within a short space of time, it faced considerable persecution, first by a zealous wing of Jewish
leaders, and later by the Romans.

Years ago I visited the extraordinary Goreme Valley in Turkey.
It is littered with great natural stone structures, often described as ‘fairy chimneys’, standing up out of the ground. In
one area, carved into these, were hidden cities. They were
used by Christians escaping persecution.
Not surprisingly, the question, ‘Where is Jesus?’ surfaced in
the early Church time and again.
The New Testament writers wrote about the ‘missing’ Jesus in
a particular way. They recalled the day when the resurrected
Jesus ‘ascended’ into heaven to take his place upon the
throne. [We will celebrate that moment at the end of May.]
But in doing so, Jesus also handed over his spirit to fill his
people, that they might be his witnesses upon earth.
In short, he handed over the ministry of ‘being Jesus’ to us.

Cave church, Goreme Valley

So the answer to the question: ‘Where is Jesus?’ is simple.
While he reigns supreme in Heaven, with the assurance that he will one day put all things to rights,
on this earth we are Jesus.
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Spring at Sheet
Saturday 13th April was the date chosen for the
church’s 2019 Spring Cleaning. Tim Horne wielded
the super-long-handled brush to sweep away cobwebs and a small but dedicated band of volunteers
swept, polished, hoovered and tidied the whole
building.
We rely on the hard-working weekly cleaners to
keep the church in generally good order, but the
spring clean is a chance to do some bigger jobs,
such as cleaning the pew cushions and giving all the
pews a thorough polish.
Both vestries were cleaned and tidied, which will
make their week-to-week use so much easier.

Sophie Penfold gets busy with the
hoover, while Jo Saunders dusts the
top of the mosaic.

Churchwarden Phil Taylor was really grateful to ‘the magnificent seven’ for their efforts and made sure they had a
welcome cuppa and chocolate biscuit part way through the morning. Happily the sun shone - and it was even fun!
==============================================================================================

A different sort of spring cleaning..
...was the order of the day on 28th April, when the church had its
Annual Meeting. Vicar Richard Saunders emphasised that we are all members
of the Body of Christ: we are the Church. ‘A Year in the Life’ indicates just how
many serve in so many ways and perhaps its most important element is the
prayer points for all groups. After thanking everyone for inviting so many to
church last year, Richard said, ‘My main longing as we look forward is that the
desire to invite should translate into people coming to faith. Let’s pray for that
and let’s continue to invite.’
Highlights of the Meeting include:


Churchwardens Phil Taylor and Karen Glanville continue in office.



More than a third of current electoral roll members live out of parish.



The 3 vacant PCC places went to: Violet Snell, David Loveless and Alison
Farago. Violet and David were members last year. Alison volunteered to
be the PCC Secretary last winter, but was not initially able to vote or
take a full part in discussions.



Treasurer Peter Gaut will be stepping down before the next AGM. It
would be ideal to have his replacement available from September.



We dipped into reserves again last year, but want to balance the books.



Youth Worker David Loveless and Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade both gave
very encouraging and impressive reports about their ongoing projects.
David finished his with a video, letting the young people speak for themselves about how much the youth work means to them. Both David and
Julie thanked all those who work alongside them and support them.
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Donations Co-ordinator Philip
Poulter (above) introduced
The Parish Giving Scheme,
encouraging every donor to consider using it.
The scheme saves the volunteers in parishes
a great deal of work and administers the Gift
Aid claims. [Gift Aid allows 25% tax to be reclaimed on any money given by a UK taxpayer who has given express permission to a
charity.] Forms for The Parish Giving Scheme
are at the back of church. If you’d like to
know more, please talk to Philip, contact the
Office or visit the scheme’s website.

Nine intrepid Sheet walkers rose to
the challenge of a charity walk in
London in aid of the inner-city Christian charity ‘Unlock’. So far, they
have raised no less than £232 in
sponsorship.

The aims of the Unlock Walk are:
To raise money for Unlock ’s work in deprived urban areas across the UK.
To raise awareness of the issues of ex clusion that Unlock ex ists to address.
To showcase the m inistry of churches in urban areas.
To encourage the churches in m ore affluent parts of the country to support
the work of their fellow Christians in the inner city.
To give 100s of people an opportunity for an unusual and enlightening day out in London.
As well as inner-city building and busy
roads, the route of the walk took people alongside water and through green
areas as well. As you can see, there’s
a special Unlock map with full instructions. The walk includes various
churches, which not only offer a welcome and refreshments but also a real
insight into their ministry.

Sylvia Bovington described some of the
inspiring work being done to support
local homeless people. [One huge
church building manages to house a full
foodbank within its worship space!]
Despite the cold, it was a dry day
and everyone enjoyed seeing so
many interesting corners of the capital, some beautiful art work and
architecture in the churches, and
meeting other Christians who live
and work in such different settings
from our own.
Last year’s Walk raised £25,500 for
the charity, so it’s immensely important to them as they aim to unlock the Bible for local people and
serve their communities.
If this has whetted your appetite,
the next Unlock Walk will be on Saturday, 25th April 2020!
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Getting Ready for Easter
10 days before Easter, art historian Dr Nigel Halliday (left) came
to church to talk about the presentation of Easter ‘Through
1,000 Years of Art’. He focused on the Hans Memling’s Passion
(above) which weaves the various events of Holy Week into a
stunning whole. After a glass of wine, over fifty interested listeners sat fascinated as Nigel explained this and other works of art
and the way in which faith and art illumine each other.
He was also able to give time for some interesting questions.
Maundy Thursday was, as usual, the occasion for a shared supper and informal
Communion in Sheet Village Hall (right).
Jo Saunders had co-ordinated a wonderful group of cooks and the two-course
meal was much enjoyed.
Mick Micklethwaite based his moving
talk on the Notre Dame fire, which had
broken out just three days earlier.
=================================
The following day, a number of StMM
people joined the PACT Walk of Witness
and service in the Square before our
own two Good Friday services in church.
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******

STAR PAGE******

The monthly page fo r The Ark, SMART and Young-at-Heart.

The picture of Easter on page 5 was painted nearly 650
years ago! People have always drawn and painted pictures of the important things that happened in the Bible.

The Holy Spirit is often pictured as a dove, because
when Jesus was baptised,
the Spirit came as a dove.

The festival we call Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit was
given to the disciples - and now to anyone who becomes
a Christian - is a really hard scene to paint.
In the book of Acts, chapter 2, it says there was:



A loud noise like a strong wind



Something like flames of fire spread and touched
each of Jesus’ friends
You can see some of the ways people have painted the day of
Pentecost here. Which one do you like best?
Could you draw a Pentecost picture? Could you show there was a
wind?!
There are two Pentecost pictures
for you to colour in at the
bottom of the page.
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Did you know….?
In Ministry To Children (IMC) cares for vulnerable children
and families in Colombia. Their workers take a holistic
approach that embraces nutrition, education, parenting
and emotional help as well as sharing the gospel.
On Monday 3rd June (7.00pm), IMC holds its AGM at The
Salvation Army Hall in Swan Street. If you would like to
know more about the feeding programmes of the past year
or the new school building project that is planned for the
coming months, do go along, visit the website, or talk to
supporter Laura Hauer.
www.inministrytochildren.org

While Elaine Heywood is our new Parish Safeguarding
Officer, all PCC members, ministers and group leaders share
the responsibility of keeping everyone safe at church.
Within St Mary Magdalen, there are actually fifty-six Certificates from The Disclosure & Barring Service, indicating how
many volunteers and staff have been trained and cleared for
their roles. Vicar Richard Saunders is gratified to see increasing numbers up-to-date with the full training schedule.
==================================================

================================================

The Pop-Up Bookstall that
featured for three weeks
before Easter attracted a
lot of interest. Donations
totalled £40, which has
been paid into St Mary
Magdalen’s General Fund.

Instead of our usual 24/7 Week of Prayer in the church
this year, we are planning to open a Pop-Up Prayer
Shop in town, working with our sister churches in
PACT (Petersfield Area Churches Together). We continue to draw inspiration from the Archbishops’ call to
pray more seriously and more communally in the days
=================================================== between Ascension and Pentecost (31st May to 8th
June this year). On Sunday 9th June, there will be a
huge gathering of Christians of all ages from different
churches and denominations at Portchester Castle.
================================================

The next Women’s Brunch
will be at Herne Farm Leisure
Centre Hall on Saturday 22nd
June. The topic this time is
‘Facing Challenges, Facing
Change’, with the wonderful
writer and speaker Fiona
Castle. Fiona was a professional dancer and singer before marrying Roy. She has an
Meet Fiona on 22nd June,
amazing story to tell about
10.00am to 12 noon.
her own challenges.

On Palm Sunday Alice Heywood was interviewed at The
10 O’Clock Service. Alice showed some pictures from her
recent trip to Tanzania with ‘Go Make a Difference’ and
gave a lively and interesting insight into the challenges
and opportunities of her gap-year experience.
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Services for May/June
Pentecost Sunday 9 Come: Drink of the Spirit
The 8 O’Clock Service

‘Living Life with Jesus’

Sunday 12 May Come as you are; Bring others BCP Communion
The 8 O’Clock Service
The 10 O’Clock Service
BCP Communion

with Communion, inc ‘The Ark’ + Upper Room

The 10 O’Clock Service
with Communion & optional prayers for healing
inc ‘The Ark’ + Upper Room

Big
Prayer
Picnic
1 - 4pm

Communion

Trinity Sunday 16 Get Ready to Serve
The 8 O’Clock Service
Fathers’ Day
Communion
10 O’Clock Together
6.30pm Celebration Evening Service

10 O’Clock Together
6.30pm Celebration Evening Service

Sunday 23 Set the Captives Free

Sunday 26 Pray for the Kingdom to Come
The 8 O’Clock Service

with guest speaker from International
Justice Mission

Sunday 19 Start with What You’ve Got
The 8 O’Clock Service

The 8 O’Clock Service

BCP Communion

The 10 O’Clock Service

BCP Communion

with Communion inc ‘The Ark’ & Upper Room
————————————————————————-

with Communion inc ‘The Ark’ & Upper Rm.

The 10 O’Clock Service

Sunday 2 June Be a Friend to the Friendless
The 8 O’Clock Service

Sunday 30 Ask the Question
The 8 O’Clock Service

Communion

BCP Communion

The 10 O’Clock Service inc ‘The Ark’
led by our young people

The 10 O’Clock Service
with Communion inc ‘The Ark’ & Upper Room
Details from Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade

Wednesdays 9am Short Communion

for all older people: service, tea &
cake at The Half Moon, Thursdays

——————————————
Mondays 13th May & 3rd June
8pm - 9pm Praise and Prayer

2.30pm, May 9th & 23rd, June 13th & 27th

Services for July
Sunday 7
Sunday 14
Sunday 21
Sunday 28

The 8 O’Clock Service
The 8 O’Clock Service BCP
The 8 O’Clock Service
The 8 O’Clock Service BCP

The 10 O’Clock Service
The 10 O’Clock Service with Communion
11am FESTIVAL SERVICE 6.30pm Celebration
The 10 O’Clock Service with Communion

From the Registers

Ruth Mary BAKER
James FUTCHER
Deborah LESLIE

Funerals

(8 April)
(1 May)
(9 May)

NewSheet is free, but a donation of 20p per copy would cover basic costs. (There’s a slot in the wall near the church door.) To receive NewSheet in full
colour (at no cost to the church) join the church email list at admin@sheet.church or click on ‘Magazine’ on our home page at www.sheeet.church
Feedback, letters and contributions are welcome. Please deliver to newsheet@sheet.church to the pigeonhole at the back of church or to the Parish
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Editor: Linda Clist 01730 262312

Vicar Revd Richard Saunders 263673 richard@sheet.church
Youth Worker David Loveless 07480051663 david@sheet.church
Churchwardens Karen Glanville & Phil Taylor churchwardens@sheet.church
Parish Administrator Rebecca Whelan 302695
admin@sheet.church
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Hon Clergy
Revd Mick Micklethwaite 893303
Lay Ministers Linda Clist 262312 & Bob Slade 269160
Seniors Chaplain / Pastoral Co-ordr Julie Slade 269160
Parish Office 2 Pulens Lane, open Wed - Fri mornings

