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     How Can We Help? 

This Autumn, we have more than one chance to help 

our neighbours, both locally and abroad.  

On 12th October, ladies are invited to learn more 

about reducing poverty and plastic pollution at our 

Saturday morning brunch. On Sunday 20th, we can 

donate to our local family centre and to a homeless 

charity at Harvest Festival. And on Sunday 3rd  

November, we can bring our filled  

shoeboxes to support families in 

Eastern Europe.  Let’s not miss  

these opportunities!  

See pages 3 & 7 for more details >>>>> 
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                    Youth Worker David Loveless covers past, present and future this month…  

Maybe it’s because of the time of year as we start to shift from summer to winter, or the 

young people starting a new school year, but I’ve been thinking a lot recently about 

change. It is of course one of the most fundamental laws of the universe: everything is 

constantly changing around us on a micro and macro level. Right now we see leaves dying, turning yellow, knowing 

they will grow again. Our bodies do this as well: all of the cells in your body slowly die and get replaced. You are 

quite literally not the same person you were 7 years ago.  

How do you deal with change? I think there tend to be two basic responses. We either want everything to stay the 

same, believing we can control everything around us (Order). Or we go the other way and think everything is chaos 

and nothing makes sense (Disorder). But both of these miss the point in different ways.  

With people like Abraham, Moses, Job and Paul, we 

see ordered lives in their control which are then 

thrown into disorder by things out of their control. 

Then something else happens: they admit they’re pow-

erless and, rather than staying in disorder, with God’s 

help they accept the change that has brought  suffering 

and start to move into a new way of looking at things, a 

new way at experiencing life (Re-order). 

 

Importantly, their understanding of God changed, from a tribal God to a God for everyone. From a God who re-

quired regular offerings and sacrifices to a God who loves us enough to become the sacrifice for us. From a God who 

was distant and separate to one who walks among us. 

 

In our recent youth groups, we have been looking at some of the basic ideas of who God is and one of the inter-

esting things is seeing how the young people’s relationship with and understanding of God have changed. They will 

talk about how it has grown over time. To them their faith is a living, breathing thing. 

I think we sometimes fall into the trap of thinking that because God never changes, our faith should be the same. 

But if we look at the bible that’s not what we see.  We see people wrestling with their faith, asking questions, having 

doubts and growing closer to God because of it. 

 

Yet our faith is often comfortable - and stagnant. This revolutionary message of a God who loves and forgives, a God 

who is for the poor and against injustice, who welcomes everyone, is so counter to the way our society works. It can 

turn into ‘be nice to people and show up occasionally on a Sunday morning to sing a few songs and listen to a talk’. 

So my question for all of us is this. The cells in our body completely change every 7 years. If we were to look back 

over the last 7 years, how has our faith and relationship with God changed?  

Change can be really scary; change can be really good. But as we see again and again in the bible, whatever happens 

with us, the living, breathing, all - loving God walks with us every step of the way. 

Paul’s life was full of storms of all kinds 
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    New Shoebox Challenge this year! 
As co-ordinator Ann Brooks explained to the church last month, we are supporting a new charity 

this year: Link to Hope, which works in Romania, Moldova, Ukraine and Bulgaria.  

The boxes are designed for families rather than just children and customs restrictions mean we 

need to follow the charity’s guidelines (see below).  There’s a helpful checklist to ensure there are 

at least eleven items in each box, with six basics and then a choice of five or more other items.  

Many givers will be pleased to know that Link to Hope prefers to have the shoebox and lid 

wrapped together, as they are more secure in transit that way. We have an earlier deadline than 

usual, so will be collecting the boxes on Sunday 3rd November. They will then be taken to Peters-

field Infant School, which is serving as the local collection point. Herne Junior, who have worked 

with us in previous years, are also joining this new scheme.  

If you have any queries, please ask Ann, pick up a leaflet, or go to the Link to Hope website and 

click on ‘Shoebox Appeal’ where there’s a list of options to help you find the relevant information.  
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  The Picnic in the Park 

Yes, it did go ahead - despite the change from hot 

sunshine to cool showers just hours before we 

were due to meet at the Queen Elizabeth Country 

Park at lunchtime on Sunday 22nd September.  

Around thirty hardy souls packed up their lunches 

as planned and were rewarded with some dry 

weather and lots of good company.  

Churchwarden Karen Glanville reports on the event 

for NewSheet:- 

‘It was really good fun, with six or seven families 

plus other couples, singles and young people. We 

shared some of our leftover food from a birthday 

party, which was ideal! The whole thing felt really 

social. Jan Bosch put up a tent for people to shelter 

under (see above).  It was a great thing to have, 

although actually there wasn’t that much rain.  

After we’d eaten lunch, most of us played Richard’s 

very random game of crocker (see page 5) while 

others went for a shared dog walk. I think it gave 

people who don’t normally have time together the 

chance to chat, which was a real treat.   

Our two boys loved the whole picnic experience, 

sharing food, playing games and seeing people. In 

fact, everyone seemed to really enjoy it and have 

fun. But then, it’s always fun having church social 

events, isn’t it?!’  

                **            **          **           **    

If you have any suggestions for social events and 

particularly if you would like to be involved in  

organising future get-togethers,  

do talk to Richard, Karen or Phil Taylor.  
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A time to eat... 

 … and a time to play 

  Roses for Remembrance 
This fabulous arrangement was 

just one of a set of flowers for the 

funeral of our much-loved Mary 

Boase last month. The family  

graciously left them for all of us to 

enjoy.  

Mary was a wonderful, caring, 

feisty member of our community 

and one of the founding members 

of St Mary’s Over-Fifties, the fore-

runner of today’s Oasis group.  

More pictures from the QE picnic 
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  ****** STAR PAGE******    

     The monthly page fo r The Ark,  SMART  and  Young-at-Heart.   

    It’s Harvest Time   
God’s people have always celebrated the harvest and thanked God for all the good things 

that the earth gives us. The Bible has lots to say about harvest, about sowing seed and then 

reaping crops.  Here are just one or two examples! 

>> 

God said to Noah: 

 ‘As long as the world exists, there will be a 

time for planting and a time for harvest.’  

                                                       Genesis 8:22 

<< This picture shows Ruth, a young refugee, 

picking up the bits of corn left by the farmer 

when the harvest was gathered. [Ruth’s story 

is in the Bible, in the book named after her.]  

God made sure his people shared their  

harvest by making this law:  

‘When you gather your crops and fail to 

bring in some of the corn you have cut, do 

not go back for it; it is to be left for the  

foreigners, orphans and widows, so that the 

Lord your God will bless you in everything 

you do.’                            Deuteronomy 24:19 

Sometimes the Bible uses the harvest as a picture. Here are two examples when it talks about what we do as if 

we are planting seeds. The things we do will bring results, either good or bad.  

‘People will reap exactly what they sow.’   Galatians 6:7 

‘Goodness is the harvest that is produced from the seeds the peacemakers plant in peace.’    James 3:18 

The Psalms, the Bible’s songbook, sums it up like this:  

         ‘What a rich harvest Your goodness provides!’ 

 Psalm 65:11 
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Don’t forget the Autumn Women’s Brunch with 

our speaker from Tearfund, Sarah Wiggins (left). 

This is very much a topic of our time and it will 

be good to hear what we can do as ordinary 

citizens who care about God’s creation and 

about the people suffering from its misuse.  

=================================================== 

HARVEST FESTIVAL OCT 20th                                       

This year, our gifts will be going to just two charities, as 

our local Foodbank is well-stocked at the moment.  

The homeless charity Stonepillow is based in Chichester and 

Bognor Regis and does wonderful work helping people not just 

off the streets but into a more stable situation. The EC Roberts 

Centre in Portsmouth supports families who are under stress 

and often insecurely housed.  Please give generously. 

=================================================== 

British Summer Time is coming to an end in the 

early hours of October 27th. Remember to 

move the clocks back - and enjoy the extra rest 

before worship. 

=================================================== 

 Garden Clear-Up 

 

 

 

Please come if you can!  

All abilities welcome.  

Saturday morning, 2nd Nov. 

Sunday  NOVEMBER 3rd  

This will be a very busy day at Sheet Church. At The 10 

O’Clock Service, the young people will once again be in 

charge of worship. We will be collecting our ‘Link to 

Hope’ shoeboxes that day, so please check the infor-

mation on page 3 and come prepared if you are able to 

help this year.  Thank-you so much. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At 3pm that afternoon, there will be our annual even-

song in memory of those who have died, whether recent-

ly or long ago. It is a very gentle and dignified occasion, 

with the opportunity to have a 

loved one’s name read out and/or  

to light a candle in their memory  

if you wish. Do feel free to invite  

others who might appreciate it. 

============================================= 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY (10th Nov) 

We will begin by the war memorial at 

10.50am before moving into church.  
============================================== 

Could this be you?   

We are looking for several volunteers …… 

 Sound desk operator (training given) 

 Helper for our pre-school ‘Toddling 

Tortoises’ just once a month  

 Occasional stand-in to prepare and clear the  

table for Communion (training given) 

 Eco Church ‘champion’ to help us be greener 

 New Church Treasurer (from January 2020)  

Please talk to Richard to find out more about any 

one of these - with no obligation to take it on!  
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      Services for October / November 

                                       Services for December  
Advent Sunday 1    The 8 O’Clock Service        The 10 O’Clock Service    

Sunday 8         The 8 O’Clock Service BCP      10 O’Clock Together : SHEET NATIVITY              

Sunday 15    The 8 O’Clock Service        The 10 O’Clock Service Comm’n & Healing 6.30pm Carol Service 

Sunday 22   The 8 O’Clock Service BCP      The 10 O’Clock Service  with Communion             
CHRISTMAS EVE Tue 24 3.00 & 4.30pm CRIB SERVICE      11.30pm MIDNIGHT COMMUNION                           

CHRISTMAS DAY Wed 25  The 8 O’Clock Service BCP 10 O’Clock Together Communion 

Sunday 29        The 8 O’Clock Service BCP The 10 O’Clock Service for all ages 

              From the Registers   
                 Funerals            
     Doreen GILL                    (23 September)  

     Mary BOASE                     (25 September)  

                

 

NewSheet is free, but a donation of 20p per copy would cover basic costs. (There’s a slot in the wall near the church door.) To receive NewSheet in full 

colour (at no cost to the church) join the church email list at admin@sheet.church or click on ‘Magazine’ on our home page at www.sheeet.church 

Feedback, letters and contributions are welcome. Please deliver to newsheet@sheet.church to the pigeonhole at the back of church or to the Parish 

Office. Material for publication will be edited as necessary. Copy date for the DEC/JAN   issue is Fri 15th  November.    Editor: Linda Clist 01730 262312   

Vicar    Revd Richard Saunders  263673     richard@sheet.church                                   Hon Clergy       Revd Mick Micklethwaite  893303                                                                                              

Youth Worker  David Loveless   07480051663    david@sheet.church              Lay Ministers  Linda Clist 262312 & Bob Slade 269160                                       

Churchwardens  Karen Glanville & Phil Taylor    churchwardens@sheet.church        Seniors Chaplain / Pastoral Co-ordr  Julie Slade 269160                                 

Parish Administrator  Rebecca Whelan  302695         admin@sheet.church                 Parish Office 2 Pulens Lane, open Wed - Fri mornings 

Wednesdays   9am    Short Communion                           

      ———————————————    

Mondays 7th OCTOBER  & 4 NOVEMBER 

        8pm - 9pm     Praise and Prayer  

                                               

             Details from Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade      

            for all older people:  service, tea &  

           cake at The Half Moon, Thursdays 

 2.30pm Oct 10th & 24th; Nov 14th & 28th  

Sunday Oct 6  Give us today our daily bread   

The 8 O’Clock Service    Communion                               

The 10 O’Clock Service  inc activities for under-18’s  

Sunday  13  Forgive us our sins 

The 8 O’Clock Service    BCP Communion  

The 10 O’Clock Service    

with Communion & healing prayers 

inc ‘The Ark’ + Upper Room  

 

HARVEST SUNDAY 20  Worship: Giving Thanks   

The 8 O’Clock Service  Communion  

10 O’Clock Together: Harvest Festival 

6.30pm Celebration  

 

Sunday 27  As we forgive those who sin against us                   

CLOCKS GO BACK OVERNIGHT 

The 8 O’Clock Service  BCP Communion  

The 10 O’Clock Service                             

with Communion inc ‘The Ark’ & Upper Room  

Sunday  Nov 3  Lead us not into temptation   

The 8 O’Clock Service    Communion                               

The 10 O’Clock Service led by our young people  

 inc shoeboxes & activities for under-11’s  

3.00pm All Souls Evensong remembering 

those we have loved & lost 

Remembrance Sunday 10   

The 8 O’Clock Service    BCP Communion  

10.50am Remembrance Service  

inc ‘The Ark’ + Upper Room  

 

Sunday 17  Worship: Giving Ourselves   

The 8 O’Clock Service  Communion  

10 O’Clock Together   

6.30pm Celebration  

 

Sunday 24  Deliver us from evil                   

The 8 O’Clock Service  BCP Communion  

The 10 O’Clock Service Communion, ‘Ark’ & U Rm.  


