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Online, On Time, On Song

(left) Six musicians from four
different homes come together on
screen as one harmonious band
for the opening song on Sunday
26th April. (above) The on-screen
countdown to the moment the
‘premiere’ begins at 10.00am each
Sunday morning.
Many of us have adapted remarkably quickly to a
from their own homes. This was particularly strange
totally new and unexpected way of life these last
over Easter, when so many of us would have attended
few weeks, whether it’s the way we spend our time at at least once. There is currently an average of 160
home, the way we shop or the way we gather for
views of our Sunday service (not counting repeat views) and
worship. After our first online service from church on
of course many of those will include more than one
22nd March, we have had to adapt again,on
with
thethe
TV screenperson. Moreover, the Maundy Thursday and Good
leaders, preachers, musicians and others participating Friday services received a total of almost 200 views.
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Vicar Rev Richard Saunders reflects on the big questions arising from lockdown
Covid-19 is challenging all of us and the whole world. A certain level of fear - fear of
not wanting to be infected or to infect others - is healthy and can lead us to take sensible precautions that will help overcome the virus. But it can also easily topple over
into an unhealthy fear which doesn’t lead to positive action but traps us in anxiety.
Disrupted plans, with our hopes and dreams put on indefinite hold, can
lead to frustration. But they can also help us to see that the sense we
have of being in control of life is more illusory than real, and can help
us to think about what we are actually putting our trust in.

Though hard to endure, an enforced change of lifestyle gives us the
opportunity to reflect : to consider how much of our old life we want to
go back to when lockdown finally ends.

Leaning

The unsustainability of global warming caused by our lifestyles, the
crushing poverty of many and the millions trapped in slavery to produce goods we consume are just three things we would be better off
without.

Jesus came to his disciples behind locked doors at the first
Easter and brought them peace. And as we welcome him into
our homes and our lives, as we learn to lean more fully on
God’s love, and perhaps return to our first love, we too can
know his peace. As we trust him and surrender control of our
futures to him, asking him to lead us before we make our plans,
we shall find more fulfilment than if we had simply done our
own thing. For his ways are good and pleasing.

Longing
As well as resting in prayer, we have the immense privilege of asking in prayer. Part of our responsibility as
God’s people, his ‘royal priesthood’ (1 Peter 2:9), is to pray for our land and our world. As Solomon completed
the construction of the temple, God made his people a promise:
If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from their wicked
ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land. (2 Chronicles 7:14)
Could you include this note in your prayers, identifying with the sins of our nation, repenting of them, asking
for a spiritual awakening and a healing from coronavirus and other ills which afflict us? Many Christians
around the world are taking a cue from this Bible reference and pausing at 7:14am and 7:14pm to pray along
these lines.

Loving
Prayer will lead to action. It’s been very moving to see the sacrificial response of people in the NHS, care workers and other key workers to the
crisis, as well as the wonderful response of millions offering to help neighbours and the vulnerable, whether shopping or simply making a phone call
to help others feel less isolated.
As we rest in God’s love, so we can express love to others.
In these ways, together, we shall see the virus defeated and God’s kingdom
come more fully in our world.
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‘Time for
One Last
Adventure!’
Andy and Ann Edmunds moved into the parish
last September. Unable to interview them face
to face, NewSheet quizzed them online.
NS: So, what brought you to Petersfield?
A&A: We were looking for somewhere not too far from our
work in Bognor and Littlehampton, taking into account our
children live in Farnham and Peterborough and Ann’s Mum is
back in Southend, our home town (!) We saw Petersfield and
thought it would be a lovely place to live.
NS: What about work?
Ann: I’ve been working for a small charity, Links International,
for the last 8 years. I used to do 3 days, with just one in Littlehampton. I’m doing two days at the moment, both at home.
Andy: Last year, I started full-time with the charity L’Arche in
Bognor, helping to manage their 3 houses for people with
learning difficulties. I cover HR, Housing and Admin.
NS: So you’re both in the charity sector now. But I think
you’ve had quite a variety of roles over the years?!
Ann: I trained as a nurse in London, doing a new-look degree,
with practice at Guy’s. I worked in Southend Hospital, then as
a health visitor out in the community, which I really liked.
Andy: I initially trained as a teacher, then qualified as a social
worker. Ann and I were based in the same block in Southend!
NS: So had you been together all this time? Tell us more!
A&A: We got engaged as Ann qualified. Once we were married, we made the move back home. And we were both open
to what God might be calling us to do…
Ann: We went to a YWAM (Youth With a Mission) Festival in
Denmark where I felt a strong sense of calling. I imagined myself working abroad, using my nursing skills.
Andy: Meanwhile, I was involved in youth work at our church
and had already felt a call to ministry. But things didn’t quite
happen as we thought...
Ann: For one thing, I got pregnant. And then our church was
praying about possibly setting up a new congregation (in my
old primary school, as it happens!).
Andy: We were asked to job-share a paid post alongside the
curate and his wife, leading the church plant.
Ann: To my horror, it seemed to be God’s call!
Andy: So we did it! At the same time, I started to train for the
ministry, and Ann looked after the worship and the children’s
work, as well as home and family.

NS: What happened once you were ordained, Andy?
Andy: We moved to Torquay for my curacy. Ann trained as a
Lay Minister (Reader) so that it would be easier for us to minister together. My first parish as vicar was All Saints, Ripley,
Derbyshire, where Ann did the children’s and youth work.
NS: So things were more settled then?!
A&A: For a while! As well as the usual church work, a group
of us set up a new organisation, ‘Christians in Derbyshire
Schools’, which became ‘Valley CIDS’ (pronounced KIDS).
Andy: I went full-time as Director of Operations for Valley
CIDS, organising projects, employing youth workers, opening a
network of charity shops, etc. That meant a move to Bakewell.
Ann: Meanwhile, as the children were growing up, I’d felt a
pull back to nursing. When Andy had been on sabbatical in
Uganda, I’d visited Kisiizi Hospital and felt a renewed calling. I
did a refresher course and studied counselling skills. So when
we left the parish, I worked as a health visitor again, in Buxton.
NS: Something tells me that new set-up didn’t go on forever?
Andy: The time came to move on, to move south and back
into parish ministry. So I became vicar of St Peter’s Yateley...
Ann: …And I worked as a health visitor in Wokingham. But
while there, I volunteered with Links International on community healthcare trips to Malawi and Uganda. So when the post
of Healthcare Manager came up, I made the move!
NS: You left Yateley for L’Arche in 2019, Andy. Why was that?
Andy: It just felt time to move on again. The church was
thriving; I’d just completed a major project, setting up a café,
etc. It was time for someone else to lead. I’ve always wanted
to be a pioneer, doing something new. And there was time to
have one last adventure! I see the caring ministry of L’Arche
as building the Kingdom of God in a very practical way.
NS: And what brought you to St Mary Magdalen Sheet?
A&A: We’d visited local churches, then one day, on a bike
ride, we saw the church and decided to try it. We came along
the next Sunday and felt very much at home right from the
word go. People were so welcoming. We’re looking forward to
seeing how we can get involved - how can we be of most use.
It will be good to make new friends too.
NS: So glad you’ve joined us. Many thanks.
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A Time To Give…

For many people, money is short and prospects bleak, so if we’re able to help, this is the time!
And even if we really cannot afford to give in cash or in kind, these Christian charities also need bags of prayer.
NewSheet checked on some of the causes dear to our hearts at St Mary Magdalen.
The Food Bank needs bags of help and is short of the items
below. Donations can be taken to the Methodist Church
Mon & Wed 10.00am - 12.00pm [ring the bell and stand
back] or to Nationwide Bank 10.00am - 2.00pm Mon - Fri.

Petersfield Food Bank
Demand for help
is soaring in the
current crisis



Coffee, tea bags, soups



Rice, noodles, couscous



Tinned meat & fruit



Cleaning items; dog food



Soap, tooth-paste/-brushes, shampoo, loo rolls

To give money (for fresh food) ring Terry on 078 37 030 576.
Saturday April 25th should have seen Sylvia and Jan Stuart
lead a group from St Mary Magdalen around Tower Hamlets, enjoying a great day out and raising money for the
charity that supports urban churches around the country.
‘Of course we are disappointed about the walk,’ says

The STAY AT HOME LONDON
Sylvia. ‘It’s always fun, and so rewarding: a real eyeWALK 2020 is available in the
opener. We visit all these poverty-stricken churches doing
comfort of your own armchair.
amazing work.’
You can follow the actual route, supported by maps,
Over half of the charity’s annual income comes from this photographs and intriguing local stories, as well as prayannual event, so they are likely to be hard hit this year.
ers and biblical reflections. The seventh pack is a beautiAs the organisers say, ‘When the COVID 19 emergency is fully-prepared DIY workshop. [Some of the ideas are feaover, the poorest communities will have been hit the
tured on page 6.] UNLOCK hopes people will follow the
hardest and those are the places where Unlock’s work will route at home and then donate, just as if they were a
be needed more than ever!’ So they have come up with walker or sponsor. They currently have big projects in
an imaginative alternative to the real thing, online at :
Sheffield, Rotherham, Cardiff and Sunderland and are
http://www.unlock-urban.org.uk/support_walk.php
relying on new income to sustain them.

HOW TO GIVE
Online at http://www.unlock-urban.org.uk/support_donations.php, by Bank Transfer to Acc 65031179; sort code: 08-92-50,
ref: WALK, or by cheque to ‘Unlock’ at ‘Unlock, Handsworth Old Rectory, 402B Handsworth Road, Sheffield, S13 9BZ.

countries cancel clothing contracts.
At YWAM in the USA (where Jack Cross works), at In
As Mission Support Chair Bob Slade explains,
Ministry To Children in Colombia, at International Jus‘All our charities need prayer for wisdom and careful
tice Mission and at A Rocha and The Bible Society,
stewardship, especially as the loss of income in the lock- mission has had to adapt quickly to local restrictions. For
down affects their plans for future projects.’
instance, The Acorn Trust in the UK is offering listening &
Aid agency Tearfund works in countries badly affected
prayers- for-healing courses online. The charities’ webby the crisis. For instance, in Bangladesh, they are facing sites are well worth a visit if you’d like to know more.
[PS We featured local charity The King’s Arms in the April
not just the health emergency, but also a total loss of
issue & you can read about HomeStart Butser on page 6.]
income for many impoverished workers, as Western

Home & Away
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Familiar Faces in
Unfamiliar Times
It’s been a delight to see members of the church family on the screen on a
Sunday, especially as we are unable to meet. (right) Jo Saunders doing a reading
(below right) Ark Co-ordinator Amanda Micklethwaite uses a favourite game to introduce the word ‘recognise’ for the Emmaus story on 26th April.

For convenience’s sake, the preacher’s other
half has usually presented the Bible reading
each week. That has meant Jo Saunders has
often done double duty, as both Bible reader
and presenter of the ‘child-friendly’ Thinkspot
(usually very popular with the adults as well!)
From Bob Slade’s Eyeore to Jo’s Easter candle
and Amanda’s picture quiz, the Thinkspot has
been engaging and always relevant to the
theme of the day.
As well as musicians, leaders and preachers, it
has been a particular treat to see other
church people, often in the hot seat as interviewees. As key workers, both Laura Hauer
and Abbi Childs explained how things have
changed under the new restrictions, in a double version of ‘This Time Tomorrow’.

Given our current lack of face-to-face contact,
vicar Richard Saunders decided to increase
the regularity of interviews in services,
enabling us to continue to share with one
another and even to get to know people we
may not have spoken to very much.
On Easter morning, Tim Horne spoke very
movingly about his recent operation, describing how his faith had shaped his experience.
The following two Sundays saw Karen Glanville and Sarah Jones explaining how their
faith had changed and grown in the last few
years.
A very big thank-you to each one of the people who have been brave enough to face the
camera and - probably more challenging! watch themselves on screen later on...

Sarah

Youth Worker David

On April 19th, which would have been a Together service, some
of the children led the prayers, with real focus and feeling.
NewSheet asked Thomas what it was like to take part.
Thomas: It wasn’t too hard to write the prayers. It took me
about half-an-hour one evening. Mum was holding her phone
and filming me. I watched the service on the computer and I did
get a bit embarrassed!
NS: You did really well. By the way, the picture behind you was
wonderful. Did you choose that background specially?
Thomas: My Gran’s a painter and she did that picture!
NS: She’s very gifted. Thank-you for using your gifts for church.
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The monthly page fo r The Ark, SMART and Young-at-Heart.

Keep Safe, Keep Smiling
Even if we are well, life can be hard at the moment. And we often make
things harder by worrying. God understands that, and there’s lots in the
Bible about worrying. Jesus said it’s absolutely no help whatever! (see
Matthew 6:31-34). His friend Peter knew what it was to face danger and
failure and anxiety and you can see what he advised in a letter (right).

‘Give all your worries and cares
to God, for he cares about
what happens to you.’
1 Peter 5:7

As well as talking to God about all our worries, what else can we do?
One really good thing is to remember to laugh. You may find a book
of jokes to read or a really funny video to watch. The UNLOCK website has this great advice (left)! You may be able to think of your own
fun advice for washing hands or exercising.
Something else that really helps is having different things to do, like
making things. If you’ve been watching the Sunday services online,
you may have had a go at some of Jo’s challenges, like stepping
through an A4 piece of paper. If you did what she said, you actually
could, even though it sounded impossible! (See the before and after
pictures, below right).

If you click on the UNLOCK charity’s link on
page 4, there’s a great activity about WELCOME
(see left). That may sound odd just now, but it’s actually really
good and interesting.

Who are they? Can you find out?
There’s also information about [There is a clue in the
picture.]
these people (right) called

William and Catherine. They
started an amazing network.
There’s one in Petersfield!.....
Talking about charities, that’s another way we can
help ourselves as well as others. We’ve always known
that God wants us to love our neighbour and now
scientists are telling us that helping other people is
really good for us too!
A lot of our church families have
gardens to play in and that is
making a huge difference in the
lockdown. Home-Start Butser is

our local charity helping families with young children.
Some of them don’t have outside space, which is making life extra difficult, and they may not have money
for paints and paper and playdough. Home-Start Butser is asking for money for art and craft materials as
well as food and nappies. Perhaps you could make a
card for a Home-Start family, saying ‘Good Luck in the
Lockdown!’ Post it to Home-Start Butser, 18 High St,
Petersfield GU32 3JL and help others to keep smiling.
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Seniors
JulieSlade
Slade
Seniors Chaplain
Chaplain Julie
has
forus.
us all.
hasaa message
message for

The Archbishops’ Pentecost call to Prayer is one
aspect of church life that has not been a victim of
the lockdown. Just like the virus, prayer knows no
boundaries. Indeed, this year’s slogan is ‘Join the
global wave of prayer’. We are currently discussing
ways to do this as a church, given that we cannot
repeat the pop-up prayer shop that worked so well
last year. Look out for details in the weekly sheet.
88888888888888888888888888888888888888888

‘We are keeping in touch with all who come to
Oasis events but would also love to hear from you if
you can tell us any recent special stories, or of any
special times, in which you have been meeting God in
a new way. Please do get in touch about this – I would
love to hear from you and, if you would be happy, we
could share these new experiences and insights with
others.’ (Julie’s contact details are on page 8.)

‘Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him
and he will do this.’ Psalm 37:5
88888888888888888888888888888888888888888888

Bob Slade has alerted us to Tearfund’s appeal for the
people living in the largest refugee camp in the world,
at Cox’s Bazaar in Bangladesh. This is Tearfund’s plea:
‘Cramped conditions in the camp mean it’s impossible
to keep a safe distance from people. And there aren’t
enough handwashing facilities. The virus could spread
through the camp like wildfire – threatening the half a
At the March PCC meeting, Peter Gaut (above) gave his million Rohingya people who live there. These are people whose lives were already a struggle. Tearfund’s
final report as Treasurer after three years in post. The
local church partners are on the frontline, responding in
official date for handing over to Tim Horne was 26th
vulnerable communities around the world. But they
April, and although there was no Annual Meeting then, need your help.’
Do visit the Tearfund website or contact Bob for more
Peter had actually completed his duties with the 2019
information if you wish to respond.
accounts and so has been able to step down. Richard
88888888888888888888888888888888888888888888
led the PCC in thanking Peter warmly for all his hard
The weekly Alpha evening group is
work and commitment.
continuing online. Despite missing the
In response, Peter assured everyone that Tim will be
chance to get together at the vicarage,
‘perfectly capable’ and that ‘the money will be in very
not to mention Jo’s home cooking, most
good hands’. He also paid tribute to Philip Poulter for
members are tuning in and enjoying
running Gift Aid, a significant part of our income, and to
the evenings. If you missed out but
Ken for acting as cashier. Churchwarden Phil Taylor
have questions you want to ask
added his thanks to The Friends of Sheet Church for
about faith, do contact Richard.
their generous financial support, not least for covering
(See page 8 for details.)
the cost of our new headset microphones.

Handing Over
the Purse Strings
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Online Services for May
Main Sunday Services will be posted online for 10 O’Clock.
Go to Sheet Church’s channel on YouTube.
Services remain online until the following Saturday.

Printed copies of all the Sunday sermons
are available from the Church Office (see below).
Sunday 17 New Attitude
chapter 2: 1-11

Paul’s letter to the church in Philippi
Our new sermon series is on Philippians, a letter
brimming with encouragement and the sheer joy of
the good news of Jesus Christ.

Sunday 24 New Responsibilities
chapter 2: 12-18

Pentecost Sunday 31
The coming of the Holy Spirit

Sunday 10 New Purpose
chapter 1: 12-30
The Philippians series will continue in June.

24/9 PRAYER!
21st to 31st

Sunday 3 New Heart
chapter 1: 1-11

Praise and Prayer

Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade

Online on Monday evening, 4th May.
If you would like to take part, do email
richard@sheet.church for the link.

is keeping in touch with
Oasis regulars and friends.
Please see her note on page 7.

Possible Services for June
Sunday 7
Sunday 14
Sunday 21
Sunday 28

The 8 O’Clock Service
The 8 O’Clock Service BCP
The 8 O’Clock Service
The 8 O’Clock Service BCP

The 10 O’Clock Service
The 10 O’Clock Service with Communion
10 O’Clock Together
The 10 O’Clock Service with Communion

If church buildings are
still closed in June,
online services will
continue at 10.00am
each Sunday.

From the Registers: Funerals
Mary HEDGES
Pauline PARSONS
Elsie BUTLER
Phyllis DACAM
Vera KERRIGAN

(12 March)
(20 March)
(31 March)
(24 April)
(28 April)

If you need help at this time, please call the Office on 01730 302695 and leave a message. The line is checked daily.
NewSheet

To receive NewSheet in full colour (at no cost to the church) join the church email list at admin@sheet.church or click on ‘Magazine’ on
our home page at http://www.sheet.church/ Feedback, letters and contributions are welcome. Please deliver to newsheet@sheet.church or to the
Parish Office. Material for publication will be edited as necessary. Copy date for the JUNE issue is Wed 20 May.

Vicar Revd Richard Saunders 263673 richard@sheet.church
Youth Worker David Loveless 07480051663 david@sheet.church
Churchwardens Karen Glanville & Phil Taylor churchwardens@sheet.church
Parish Administrator Rebecca Whelan 302695
admin@sheet.church
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Editor: Linda Clist 01730 262312

Hon Clergy
Revd Mick Micklethwaite 893303
Lay Ministers Linda Clist 262312 & Bob Slade 269160
Seniors Chaplain / Pastoral Co-ordr Julie Slade 269160
Parish Office 2 Pulens Lane, open Wed - Fri mornings

