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         Worship time at the Poulters’ 

      We are G-r-o-w-i-n-g! 
Despite all the negative effects of recent weeks, our church community seems to 

be growing, in the numbers joining us online, in developing relationships and in 

faith and prayer. These pictures of the 

Sheet Church apple tree on the Millen-

nium Field show just what can happen 

in a matter of months!      Jo and Ben-

jamin can be seen planting the tree 

last November 30th.   Richard and Jo 

took the picture on the right as they 

took their daily exercise on May 12th.  
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  Lay Minister and scientist Bob Slade discusses current guidelines and possible choices...  

 
Until just a few months ago the prevailing morality in our country held that every-
one could do as they liked, provided it did not seem to be causing anyone else a 
problem.   Each person’s opinion was widely held to be no more important than 
that of the next person.   What a change!  We are now in a time of following guide-
lines, of not getting too close to one another, of substantial enclosure and of fines 
for going outside of government guidelines.   We are told it is essential to follow 
the scientific advice, assumed to be unassailable truth;  that in itself can be mis-
leading, because science itself is a set of working models that has to evolve in re-
sponse to a developing, always growing, set of experimental observations, and sci-
entists often disagree with one another. 

 

To many people the Christian emphasis on obedience has, in the 21st  
century, seemed to be an unreasonable set of restrictions, but it is a clear 
emphasis in the Christian gospel: “You are my friends if you do what I 
command”.  (The words of Christ himself in John 15:14).  The message of 
the Bible includes necessary effort to live life at its best as the Maker in-
tended, following his guidelines but with Him alongside and within us to 
empower us as we look to live that life in his Spirit.  No-one should be 
claiming that way is easy, not least those of us in ‘rich’ western societies.  
“… I tell you it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God." (More reported 
words from Christ, this time in Matthew 19:24).  
It can be similarly difficult to live under lockdown conditions: difficult but 
necessary. 
 

We can and should pray for many, including ourselves, to find God in a new or renewed way during the challenges 
that currently face us.  Services streamed over the internet are certainly attracting larger Sunday ‘church’ attend-
ances than there had previously been in church buildings, and there has been a substantial increase in online 
searching for information on how to pray.   We can, and should, pray for the current challenges to lead to individu-
als’ responses that will in turn lead to positive changes in our society, locally and nationally. 

As churchgoers, we must surely also regularly face up to the ongoing challenges that come from walking with God 
and wanting to be changed in the way he offers.   In the Old Testament the Israelites faced many such challenges, 
not least when they crossed from the desert of Sinai into the promised land of Canaan.   
Joshua led the people into Canaan, saying this:  

“Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your 
ancestors worshipped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve 
the Lord. But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves 
this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Eu-
phrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and 
my household, we will serve the Lord.”  (Joshua 24:14-15)  
The Israelites needed constantly to be reminded to seek God and to walk his way, and 
that is no less true for us. 
 
We are urged, in a liberal British manner, to follow the government’s current (but 
ephemeral) guidelines.  Let us pray that we, individually and more widely as a com-
munity, will choose also to take the time to consider and to respond to God’s guide-

lines for life at its best: to live life in the Spirit. 



3 

 

 

 Life in Lockdown:  

Loving our  

Neighbour 
Our church’s motto is ‘Loving God, Loving People’. So how are we supporting 

one another in these socially-distanced times? While there are of course lots 

of informal friendship groups continuing to operate (see page 7) the church is 

also organising help for those with specific needs. NewSheet found out more 

from Pastoral Team Leader Julie Slade, who co-ordinates those who have vol-

unteered to help as and when required.  So far, there have always been more 

people poised to help than requests to be fulfilled. ‘That’s much better than 

being overwhelmed!’ as vicar Richard Saunders said at the last PCC meeting. 

‘We’re not short of help, but things change every day,’ says Julie, ‘for both volunteers and people who 

may need support.’  Here are the main ways that the church is helping: 

 Shopping for those who cannot get out, either because they are shielding or because they are 

suffering from symptoms of the virus  

 Collecting prescriptions from the chemist 

 Dog walking  

 Our young people writing to older church members to let them know they are praying for them 

 Keeping in touch with our three care homes (Ramscote, Steep House and Downs House). [The 

teams who usually take a monthly Communion service there are unable to visit under current reg-

ulations.] We are sending in a printed message and prayers for residents, which is particularly im-

portant for those who are missing the Communions and the social contact they provide. Each 

team is continuing to pray for ‘their’ home: for residents, staff and families alike 

 Posting or delivering printed copies of the Sheet sheet, NewSheet and weekly  

sermons to anyone who does not have internet access 

 Giving CDs of the services to anyone who wants them  

(and providing a CD player if needed) 

 Having a telephone chat with people who live on their own.  

Julie is delighted that the online services have reconnected members of our community 

who can no longer make it to church: ‘They are really happy to be able to worship with us again.’ 

There’s another bonus too: ‘People in the church have forged new friendships through being ‘matched’. 

People appreciate the contact and the new relationship so much.’   

The 24/9 Prayer initiative has also been embraced by some who can’t go online. Julie has acted as their 

booking agent and reports, ‘They say how much they have enjoyed praying and also feeling so connect-

ed with everyone else. It’s been really great!’ 
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     Face to Face  

 

Weekly interviews have been particularly valued in the lockdown. Vicar Richard Saunders decided to make this a 

regular feature, rather than limiting it to the usual once a month, as it keeps us more connected with one anoth-

er. Pictured above are ‘active retireds’ Jan and Sylvia Stuart and visitor Captain Linda of the Salvation Army. 

Our current themes from Philippians are often be-

ing presented visually online. Associate clergy Mick 

Micklethwaite used a memorable video clip in his 

talk on our ‘New Purpose’ following Christ. [The 

infamous Tacoma Bridge certainly wasn’t fit for its 

purpose!]   Lay Minister Linda Clist (left) spoke 

about the value of many different roles in the con-

text of the ‘New Attitude’ of respecting everyone.  

It was a great treat to see and 

hear the choir online in May - 

not to mention a huge logistical 

challenge! Music leader Hilmar 

Hauer has been working miracles 

week by week editing the service 

and he excelled himself co-

ordinating all these singers.  

What’s more, regular viewers 

will have noticed several inter-

esting innovations and refine-

ments week by week! 

The use of five trumpet tracks - accompanied by five 

images of Hilmar playing in his garden - caused a  

great deal of comment! (far left)  Adding the lyrics on-

screen (left) was a very welcome addition for many. 

On 10th May, after-church coffee resumed, via Zoom. This means that people can ‘meet’ in a private group 

after the public YouTube Sunday ‘premiere’. After a few minutes of greetings and general hellos, anyone who 

has gone to www.sheet.church/coffee is redirected to a small group where they often 

find they can chat more easily than in the busy environment of Sheet Village Hall.  

We have to make our own coffee, of course, but there’s ample time to do that  

without missing the boat. It’s also possible to leave a group and join another instead.  

http://www.sheet.church/coffee
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    Youth Online 
Keeping to our normal schedule, one of the half-term 

holiday Sundays (24th May) saw our young people 

leading worship. Their theme was ‘New Responsibili-

ties’ (from Philippians 2:12-18) . It opened with a very 

engaging sketch showing a teenager on the verge of 

her eighteenth birthday loaded down with all the new 

responsibilities of adult life and finding it all too much 

to cope with (left). The sketch was cleverly acted and 

edited together from two separate homes.  

Service leaders Sarah and Ash-

leigh (right) guided us skilfully 

and prayerfully through the ser-

vice, which included an amusing 

montage of several of the teen-

agers responding with stereotypi-

cally minimal comments to the 

question ‘How are you coping?’  

After Stafford (left) gave the 

reading of the day, Youth Worker 

David Loveless (right) preached 

about our new responsibility to 

‘work out our own salvation’, 

stressing that Jesus has already 

saved us, but that we need to  

work out what that means in practice as we follow Christ. Moving out 

of doors for the purpose, David used the analogy of a piece of rock 

used by a sculptor. The artist knows that there is, say, a bird within 

the rock and can visualise it. Their job is to bring it out so all can see 

it. So by God’s grace, our salvation is there within us : our calling is to 

work with God so we can express that salvation in our lives.  

While the youth band was much smaller 

than usual, the songs were beautifully 

presented, especially ‘I am a child of God.’ 

Singer Olivia 
David and Lizzie 



6 

                ****** STAR PAGE******    

                              The monthly page fo r The Ark,  SMART  and  Young-at-Heart.   

         
June 21st is famous as ‘the longest day of the year’. Of course, 

it doesn’t have any more hours than any other day, but it 

does have more hours of daylight! 

That’s because the earth is tilting towards the sun at that 

point in the year.  The sun rises at a quarter to five in the 

morning and doesn’t set until twenty past nine in the even-

ing. That’s more than sixteen and a half hours!  

Just before Christmas, on the shortest day of the year, we get 

less than half  that many hours of daylight.  

This year, 21st June is a Sunday. (It’s also Fathers’ Day, so 

Dads are getting a daylight bonus!) So, even though we won’t 

want to be up for all of them, let’s make the most of the longest day and thank God for LIGHT.  

**********************************************************************************************

The Bible often uses LIGHT as a picture of God’s power, purity and glory. Read these: 

 ‘How happy are the people who worship you with songs,  

          who live in the light of your kindness!’                                       (Psalm 89:15) 

 Moses often speaks of  ‘the dazzling light of the Lord’s presence’.          (eg Exodus 16:7) 

 Jesus said:  ‘I am the light of the world.’                                                              (John 8:12) 

 ‘Since you have become the Lord’s people, you are in the light.’             (Ephesians 5:6) 

************************************** 

Jesus once said to his followers:  

‘Your light must shine before  

people, so that they will see the good 

things you do and praise your  

Father in heaven.’  (Matthew 5:16) 

So we can shine a light of kindness 

for other people.  Isn’t that brilliant? 

  

Could we shine even longer than 

usual on the longest day?!   

What about doing something kind 

for a father, grandfather, uncle or 

godfather? (And of course, you can 

light up the day for everyone else as 

well! ) 

    If you have a printer, you could print the  

    picture on the right and colour it in.   
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PLEASE NOTE: As you probably expected, the June Women’s Brunch has been cancelled. Apologies to 

all our regulars. We hope to rebook our next speaker, Debs Smart, once things get back to normal.  

    What Next?! 
The future of church worship & activities was on the 

agenda at the latest PCC (Church Council) meeting on 

18th May.  Members logged in from their own homes 

via Zoom and there didn’t seem to be any technical 

problems.   

Richard invited feedback on the 

streamed services and the PCC asked 

him to pass on an official thank-you to 

Hilmar for all his work with both music 

and editing. ‘The services are really effective,’ said 

Churchwarden Phil Taylor, ‘and come across really well.’  

The Council accepted that we would need to continue 

with online worship for the foreseeable future, especial-

ly as social distancing and the ban on singing would 

mean worship could not function normally even if the 

building was reopened. ‘The church will have to evolve,’ 

Richard pointed out.  

The PCC heard about the wide reach of our online ser-

vices, not just locally but around the country and even 

as far as the USA and Australia! Some former Sheet  

people are getting in touch with the office to express 

appreciation for the worship and to sign up for regular 

information.  

Treasurer Tim Horne gave a helpful summary of the  

finances.  Although some are likely to reduce their giving 

if badly affected by the crisis, most of our regular in-

come seems to be unaffected so far. The Council was 

happy to continue paying our Parish Share (supporting 

the diocese and  less fortunate parishes) in full.   cont. >>> 

Our Youth Work! 
Tim reported that a low-key notice 

in the weekly Sheet sheet had drawn 

a welcome small increase in giving for our Youth Work-

er, who is employed by the parish and wholly funded by 

members of the congregation.  

However, we have to face the fact that there is currently 

a shortfall of £1,000 a month. It’s a tribute to the church 

and its prayers and to David that we have been able to 

fund a full-time youth worker for more than five years.  

The young people’s regular study and social groups (now 

online) are really valued, and the youth-led services 

show the rest of us how much our young people have 

grown in faith thanks to David and his team of volun-

teers. So, as agreed at PCC, Richard made an appeal at 

the end of the service on 26th May, encouraging anyone 

who can afford it to consider giving for this work.  

Please go to  sheet.church/giving for more information. 

============================================== 

              Zooming Ahead 
It’s not just the PCC or the youth groups that are 

meeting online during the week. The Wednesday after-

noon and (monthly) Monday prayer meetings contin-

ue, while some of the Wednesday morning congrega-

tion catch up with one another’s news each week.  

Home Groups are also getting together regularly online 

and Webmaster Jan Stuart has done a wonderful job 

coaxing the less tech-savvy folk to log on so that they 

don’t miss out.    [Please contact Richard or the office 

to know more: details on page 8.] 

                   PRAYING for 9 DAYS, 24 HOURS A DAY 
      Vicar Richard Saunders has been thrilled with our response to the international  

      call to pray between Ascension and Pentecost (Thurs 21st - Sun 31st May 2020).  

Sheet has opened its online prayer space to churches of other denominations in  

Petersfield as well as to other nearby C of E churches.  ‘It's been exciting that 

people have signed up to pray every hour of the day and night for the nine 

days,’ says Richard, ‘and for quite a few of those hours more than one person is 

praying.’   The website includes a virtual ‘prayer wall’ where people have been 

writing their prayers of intercession for others to come to know Jesus and for 

rescue from Covid 19. They have also left moving messages expressing 

their love for God and sharing the insights God has given them as they prayed.   

http://www.sheet.church/giving
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                         Online  Services for June 
      All Sunday Services will be posted online for 10 O’Clock 

                        and are available to watch for 14 days 

    Go to www.sheet.church/youtube 

            Services for July 
Sunday 5     The 10 O’Clock Service Online  

Sunday 12        The 10 O’Clock Service Online 

Festival Sunday 19   The 10 O’Clock Service Online 

Sunday 26             The 10 O’Clock Service Online (Summer 1) 
                          

         From the Registers : Funerals  
               
 Dorothy LE CLARE     (6 May) 

 Doris METTAM   (19 May) 

 Kenneth ROOKE      (22 May) 

 

                

 

To receive NewSheet in full colour (at no cost to the church) join the church email list at admin@sheet.church or click 

on ‘Magazine’ on our home page at www.sheeet.church                   Feedback, letters and contributions are welcome. 

Please deliver to newsheet@sheet.church or to the Parish Office. Material for publication will be edited as necessary.  

Copy date for the JULY/AUGUST  issue is Wed 24 June.                                            Editor: Linda Clist 01730 262312   

Vicar    Revd Richard Saunders  263673     richard@sheet.church                                   Hon Clergy       Revd Mick Micklethwaite  893303                                                                                              

Youth Worker  David Loveless   07480051663    david@sheet.church              Lay Ministers  Linda Clist 262312 & Bob Slade 269160                                       

Churchwardens  Karen Glanville & Phil Taylor    churchwardens@sheet.church        Seniors Chaplain / Pastoral Co-ordr  Julie Slade 269160                                 

Parish Administrator  Rebecca Whelan  302695         admin@sheet.church                 Parish Office 2 Pulens Lane, open Wed - Fri mornings 

 

 

 

Sunday  7  New Friendships  

chapter 2: 19-30 

 

Sunday  14  New Confidence 

chapter 3: 1-9    

 

 

 Fathers’ Day  

 Sunday  21  New Ambitions 

 chapter 3: 10-21 

 

 Sunday 28  New Resources 

 chapter 4: 1-9                    

                Paul’s Letter to the church in Philippi  (continued) 

  Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade 

  is keeping in touch with Oasis  

  regulars and friends.   

  Do ring Julie on 01730 269160 if   

                you would like to be involved in any way.  

           Praise and Prayer                      

    Online on Monday evening, 8th  

 June & Wednesdays 2 - 2.30pm.  

        If you would like to take part,  do  

        email richard@sheet.church  for the link. 

          If you need help at this time, please call the Office on 01730 302695 and leave a message. The line is checked daily. 

Our Summer Sundays will continue 

                 as usual through August.  

This year’s theme will be  

                ‘The Fruit of the Spirit’ 

http://www.sheet.church/YouTube
http://www.sheet.church
mailto:richard@sheet.church

