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       Loving God, Loving People 
        St Mary Magdalen Church, Sheet, Petersfield 

www.sheet.church   Registered Charity No. 1128244 

on the TV screen 

Summer in Sheet 
The church garden is looking as lovely as 

ever, the hollyhocks on Village Street are 

out in all their glory and at long last, the 

doors of our church building are open 

again! Thanks to the hard work of Verger 

Shaun Whelan, Churchwarden Phil Taylor 

and health adviser Christine Poulter, we 

can go and use the building for private 

prayer, following simple rules to keep our-

selves and others safe. After the enforced 

closure from mid-March to mid-June, it 

was a moving experience for some to be 

able to spend time inside. See pp 4+5 for more. 
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Youth Worker David Loveless invites us to do some thinking and praying  - and then to act ....  

 

Eight minutes and 46 seconds. 

4 weeks ago (as I write this) a police officer in America knelt on George Floyd’s neck for eight 

minutes and 46 seconds, killing him and sparking protests and conversations about racism 

around the world, with many people carrying signs bearing his last words: ‘I can’t breathe’. 

 

I know what it feels like not to be able to breathe. I have severe asthma that has 

put me into hospital multiple times, including once when I had to be resuscitated. 

This means that I am currently on the critically vulnerable list, not really able to 

leave the house much. All of this - the murder, the protests, the discussions - all 

seem so far away from me. In fact here in Petersfield, it probably all seems 

so far removed from most of us. Yet since the coronavirus pandemic started, it 

has disproportionately affected people of colour across the UK. Along with this 

we know that people of colour in this country are more likely to be arrested and 

have a higher chance of dying while in custody.  

This issue of systemic racism isn’t just an American issue: it’s a global one. 

 

I like to joke sometimes that I picked the easy option in life. I’m a white 

Christian middle-class male from the South of England. Because of this I 

have benefited and had privileges I won’t ever realise. If you are reading 

this, some of that is probably true for you as well. 

Thinking about this makes us uncomfortable. We usually prefer to think 
of ourselves as the underdogs. When Jesus says in the bible that the 
‘first will be last and the last will be first’, we rarely think we are the ones 
getting sent to the back of the line. 
Yet this global pandemic has made the inequalities of the world around 
us even more apparent than before and so we have a choice. Do we just 
think, ‘Well that’s horrible, but only the strongest survive’? Or do we 
acknowledge the ways we benefit more from the world around us, listen 
to others who have different experiences from us, and use our privilege 
both individually and as a society to help? 
Jesus loved everyone, but his harshest words were always saved for 
those with the most power, money, influence and privilege. I wonder 
what words he would have for us now? 

 
Eight minutes and forty-six seconds. 
I’ve timed it a couple of times and it’s always longer than you think. Maybe today 
set a timer for that long and spend that time praying to God: praying for for-
giveness for the times we have been blind to the privilege we have and for wis-
dom on how he is calling us to fight the injustices around the world. 
Then, importantly, use that prayer to lead you in the action that you take and go 
and make a difference, great or small, in whatever way that might be. 
 

God loves everyone. 
Black lives matter. 
As a church, we have a duty to show and act that out in the world. 
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                       SMART CAMP 2020 ??? 

 Or: How Do You Do All This With Social Distancing?! 

According to Youth Worker David Loveless, the answer is: you use your imagina-

tion as well as technology, keeping everyone safe and offering the usual mix of 

activities, games and teaching sessions - but without anyone having to leave 

their own home. [Sadly, shared meals - including toasting marshmallows -  will have to wait for 2021.] David promises that the 

Camp will not mean uninterrupted hours in front of the computer, though Zoom will definitely feature. ‘We have a lot of ex-

citing things this year, with lots happening that could only take place online,’ he assures us. And if you were puzzled that this is 

still called a camp, when there will be no tents at Cloncaird this year, David has an answer to that as well. ‘As part of this week-

end, we are encouraging the leaders and young people to either camp in their own gardens or if (like me) you don’t have a tent, 

to set up some sort of pillow fort!’ Everyone will be invited to share pictures of their chosen camping accommodation.  

Last but not least, the Camp is longer than usual. It will still fall on the St Mary Magdalen Festival weekend, but will include Fri-

day, Saturday and Sunday, 17th - 19th July. NewSheet looks forward to reporting on this unique SMART Camp in our next issue. 

Seniors Chaplain Julie 

Slade organised what 

she called a ‘Virtual 

Tea’ on 11th June. Alth-

ough people couldn’t 

get together, there was 

nothing virtual about 

the cakes that Julie de-

livered to their homes! 

As well as the cake, Oasis members received a printed 

Thought for the Day and a prayer. They all sat down with a 

cup of tea at 3.00pm to read, pray, enjoy the cake and think 

of one another.  Since lockdown, Julie has been busy making a 

‘multitude of one-to-one phone calls’ as well as delivering a 

fortnightly letter with a Thought for the Day, which often 

gives her the chance for a distanced doorstep chat. A few 

weeks ago, Julie introduced small-group conference calls on 

the telephone, which have been extremely popular.  

In addition, phone calls and hygienic laminated ‘Thoughts’ 

have maintained contact with our local care and nursing 

homes, in place of the usual visits and  services we offer.   

         Good News! 
Giving Co-ordinator Philip Poulter is happy to report that, in 

response to Richard’s recent appeal to the congregation, we 

now have 90% of the money we need to make up this year’s 

shortfall in Youth Work funding. What’s more, there have 

been new gifts and pledges for next year as well.  

Philip agrees with Richard that regular giving (of even a small 

amount) is especially valuable, as it helps with planning.  If 

taxpayers use Gift Aid, the church is able to reclaim the tax 

paid on their donation, which increases its value by 25%.        

       Vicar Richard Saunders has also expressed 

        his delight that all 200 hours in our 24/9  

                              Prayer  initiative were filled, day and  

                              night, from 21st to 31st May.  60 of those 

                              slots had 2 or 3 people praying. Around 80 

people booked online (although we know that others took 

part without doing so) and we were glad to open the Prayer 

Week to other local churches this year. This summer, prayers 

for faith, justice & healing are surely needed more than ever. 
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I went up to church yesterday and spent a very happy half-hour there. 

I sat down, having cleaned my hands, and I just let it all wash over 

me….  It was like an oasis in the desert. 

 

It made me feel very invigorated: to complete walking up the hill and 

over the main road and back (to Herne Farm). 

 

I thought to myself: I’ve had a good walk and a good pray and I feel a 

lot better. I so enjoyed it.                            

                                                                                          Margaret Errington 

It was a grey morning when I set out for church for the 

first time since Sunday 22nd of March. So long ago !  

 

On arrival I opened the door and stepped into a dim 

building but immediately I felt that I had come home.  

 

I spent a peace-filled time in prayer and although I was 

the only person there I did not feel alone.  

 

As I left to walk home I felt a definite spring to my step,  

so my thanks go to the people who enabled me to enter 

St. Mary's again.          

                                                                        Valerie Connor 

It has been special to reconnect with the quiet spirit-

uality and heritage of our beautiful church once 

more.  

 

The church seemed so forlorn and empty on the oc-

casions we checked on it during the closure.  

 

The heart seemed to have gone; almost as though it 

missed us all as much as we have missed it.   

                               Vergers Shaun & Rebecca Whelan                                          

‘I felt I had come home.’ 
 Our church building is once more  

  open for private prayer,  

  daily from 8.30am until 8.00pm. 

  Some of those who have taken advantage of  

   our open doors talk here about their visits ... 

Above: welcome and 

clear instructions at the 

entrance 

Above: the familiar spire welcomes visitors 

on a beautiful June day 
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I spent 30 minutes in the church yesterday.  

It was a cool and peaceful place in which to 

think and pray, undisturbed by all that is happen-

ing in the world and yet remaining fully aware of 

it all.  

 

It was a valuable time which I shall repeat until 

we can meet there and worship together. Hope-

fully we shall be able to do so soon at 8.00am on 

Sundays and on Wednesday mornings.  

 

I’m most grateful to Shaun and everyone else 

who has made it feasible to open the church.                                   

                                                           Jenny Parkes 

I have been to Sheet just once, when I was in town on 

Saturday. I was very lucky to bump into Shaun and 

catch up on his re-opening efforts. I probably spent 

about 30-40 minutes there.  

 

I thought the bits of paper with Christine's number on 

were super clever and extremely kind of her.   

 

I have personally found being in a church much more 

helpful in facilitating my focus on God than any video 

services, great though they are.  

I was not in the slightest bit bothered by the absence of 

other people. In fact, it meant I could actually sing with-

out concern of infection, and as you can imagine, I 

found that very comforting as well.  Luckily I can remem-

ber quite a lot of hymns and songs off by heart and 

could manage without books/hymn sheets.   

 

I have been to Buriton a couple of times, as it is within 

walking distance of my new house, but they are only 

open two days a week.  

One of the times I was praying in Buriton, a homeless guy 

who has been rehoused in the village walked in and 

asked if I was the vicar !  

I spent quite a long time talking to him, so that's got to 

be another great benefit of having church buildings 

open again.                                                       Violet Snell 

Above: the paper indicates a safe place 

to sit and once it has been sat upon, it is 

taken away by the user. That keeps the 

visitor  safe and also indicates the spaces 

that have been used, helping with clean-

ing. Christine’s note also offers further in-

formation about the virus.  

Right: Like the chancel (see page 4), the back of the 

church  is roped off to reduce the cleaning neces-

sary, especially as the building is open all day. 

What Next?    As NewSheet went to 

press, we were awaiting guidance 

from the government and national 

Church about resuming services. 

That may well happen in July, but will 

not be worship as usual. Meanwhile, 

online services will continue (see p8). 
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      ****** STAR PAGE******    

                              The monthly page fo r The Ark,  SMART  and  Young-at-Heart.   

 
 

 

You may remember that the church planted an apple tree on the Millennium Field in Sheet last Autumn.  

The picture above left shows its flowers in Spring and on the right you can see the apples growing where the flowers were. 

That picture was taken in June and by the end of the Summer, those apples will be larger and sweeter and ready to eat! 

This Summer, we are going to look at another sort of 

fruit: the fruit of the Spirit. St Paul gives a list of the qual-

ities that the Holy Spirit will grow in us, if we let him. 

(That’s in his letter to the church in Galatia,  

chapter 5, verses 22 + 23.) There are nine sorts of fruit in 

the list, but in the picture above, there seem to be ten! 

Can you spot which one is there twice? 

Jane Hoolahan has written a poem about the fruit of the 

Spirit (in her book, ‘Journey Through a Rainbow’). Per-

haps you would like to try writing a poem of your own 

about the fruit? Count how many Jane mentions here in 

these few lines  and see how many you could include. 

We’d love to print some in September. Send your poem 

to newsheet@sheet.church  (All ages welcome.) 

 ‘Our faith in you, Lord, is now flowing, 

 Your peace and your joy, we are knowing, 

 The fruit of your Spirit, ever growing. 

 Your blessings, outpoured, always showing. 

 With your love, with your peace, and your joy, 

 We offer ourselves for your employ. 

 To show others around 

 The pure sense of joy that we’ve found. 

 Let us be gentle, let us be kind. 

 Let us show goodness,  a clear state of mind.’ 

Excerpt used with permission. Copies of the book - with all 

38 poems - are available from Jane at £7.00 each. 

Here’s another tree picture, but this one is for colouring 

in. Can you identify all the fruit? Which fruit would you 

choose for each quality?! 

 

 

  

mailto:newsheet@sheet.church
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After the end of our sermon series on Philippians, we will 

be welcoming a guest speaker, Kristin Stevenson from the 

Bible Society, who has chosen some wonderful words of 

Jesus as her theme:  

‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying 

heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.’ (Matthew 11:28) 

We look forward to ‘meeting’ Kristin virtually in the service 

on Sunday 12th July, when we will also be learning a little 

more about the Bible Society, one of the charities we sup-

port with both finance and prayer. According to Kristin,  

‘The Bible is a book to be opened and enjoyed. And when it’s 

read, it changes lives’.  

The Bible Society works in the UK and around the world, 

aiming to translate the Bible into local languages, distribute 

copies where they are needed and supporting churches, 

schools and others as they help people read and under-

stand the ‘Good Book’.   

As NewSheet went to press, over 15,360,000 complete 

printed copies of the Bible had been distributed by the  

Society in 2020 alone! 

 Meet Kristin 

 

  Calling All Gardeners! 

There’s no doubt that the church gardens are a huge asset 

to the village of Sheet and that they have always lifted the 

spirits of worshippers, visitors and passers-by.  Alynne 

Dunt has successfully overseen the gardening group for 

some years and is now ready to hand on her spade to a 

new volunteer.  

If you would like to know more about what’s involved, do 

talk to Alynne, to Richard or to Churchwarden Phil Taylor 

who chairs the Fabric Group (dealing with our building and 

grounds).  Others with  green fingers are also welcome to 

share the tasks or join the  lawn-mowing rota.   

Thank-you, Alynne, for your cheerful and careful work and 

the beautiful results you have achieved. Enjoy the rest! 

There have been great inter-

views in Sunday services in 

recent weeks - and great 

worship with the musicians.  

Many thanks to you all. 

Clockwise from top left: some of the musicians in action;  

Richard with interviewees Christine Poulter, Oenone  

McKellar & Angus McAllister 

More Sunday Screen Shots 
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             Online  Services for Summer 2020 
        All Sunday Services will be posted online for 10 O’Clock 

                            and are available to watch for 14 days 

        Go to www.sheet.church/youtube 

       From the Registers : Funerals  
               
 Ivor ALDRED                     (22 April) 
 Rose ALDRED                   (22 June)  

 Ron SUTTON    (29 June) 

 Biddy TIMMIS      (1 July) 
          

                

 

To receive NewSheet in full colour (at no cost to the church) join the church email list at admin@sheet.church or click 

on ‘Magazine’ on our home page at www.sheeet.church                   Feedback, letters and contributions are welcome. 

Please deliver to newsheet@sheet.church or to the Parish Office. Material for publication will be edited as necessary.  

Copy date for the SEPTEMBER issue is Wed 19th August.                                       Editor: Linda Clist 01730 262312   

Vicar    Revd Richard Saunders  263673     richard@sheet.church                                   Hon Clergy       Revd Mick Micklethwaite  893303                                                                                              

Youth Worker  David Loveless   07480051663    david@sheet.church              Lay Ministers  Linda Clist 262312 & Bob Slade 269160                                       

Churchwardens  Karen Glanville & Phil Taylor    churchwardens@sheet.church        Seniors Chaplain / Pastoral Co-ordr  Julie Slade 269160                                 

Parish Administrator  Rebecca Whelan  302695         admin@sheet.church                 Parish Office 2 Pulens Lane, open Wed - Fri mornings 

                      JULY 

Sunday  5   New Generosity  

Philippians 4: 10 - 23 

 

Sunday 12  ‘I will give you rest’    

with guest speaker Kristin Stevenson  

from the Bible Society  

*********************************************  

                 Summer Sundays     

    ‘The Fruit of the Spirit’                 
Sunday  19  St Mary Magdalen Festival 

 

Sunday 26  Love & Gentleness  

              AUGUST 

Sunday  2   Joy & Peace  

 

Sunday  9  Patience  

 

Sunday  16  Kindness & Goodness 

 

Sunday  23  Faithfulness  

 

Sunday  30  Self-Control  

********************************* 

Sunday 6 September will see the 

start of our Autumn sermon se-

  Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade 

  is keeping in touch with  

  Oasis regulars and friends.   

 Do ring Julie on 01730 269160 if  you  

 would like to be involved in any way.  

Praise and Prayer  Monday 7.30pm, 6th 

July  via online link available from the Sheet 

sheet, the office or Richard (see below).  

Wednesday Prayer    2.00 - 2.30pm               

Please email richard@sheet.church  for the link. 

          If you need help at this time, please call the Office on 01730 302695 and leave a message. The line is checked daily. 

http://www.sheet.church/YouTube
http://www.sheet.church
mailto:richard@sheet.church

