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Jo Saunders had everyone’s attention in the
online service on 2nd August as she lowered a
balloon over a candle flame… The resultant
dramatic explosion seemed to startle Jo herself
as much as it did all of us! Then Jo tried again,
but with a totally different outcome, as her
next balloon remained intact despite the heat.
Jo revealed that this balloon - the one representing the joy of God’s Spirit - had water inside. That made all the difference and enabled
the balloon to withstand the fire.
It was a brilliant and memorable way of reassuring us that God’s joy within us can endure
even at times of real stress.
We featured all the fruit
of the Spirit (pictured
left) on our 7 Summer
Sundays, both online
and in church. Each
week included a story
from Scripture, illustrated online with pictures
courtesy of ‘Free Bible
Images’ who kindly gave
us specific permission to
on the TV screen
use their material.
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This month, Lay Minister Linda Clist is thinking about buildings...
A few days ago, we realised that we had actually lived in our Petersfield home for ten years!
It was quite a surprising thought. I still remember stepping in through the front door for the first time. I could see
straight through two sets of glass doors to the garden and the huge oak that gives the house its name. Within
minutes, I was thinking, ‘I could imagine us living here,’ and thankfully Peter was thinking the same. We don’t
feel the need to move again!
Leaving our previous house was interesting. We had bought it nearly 30 years before and it was where our children grew up, so it felt a part of us. On the other hand, we had been abroad for a few of those years, which perhaps helped us to make the move without too many regrets. Nonetheless, if visiting
friends, we still drive past ‘our’ house and we will always feel a special attachment to
it. In my experience, people vary in how much they feel emotionally invested in a
house. But all of us, I suspect, have a genuine bond with at least one building that
matters to us.
I think that’s also true with places of worship. And many people who have no Christian faith at all respond to the atmosphere of a place that has been filled with prayer
over centuries. The soaring height of a traditionally-designed church - even a modest
one like ours - does lift people’s thoughts, and the space offers a feeling of calm.
A few days ago, I read this in a newspaper column written by a non-Christian:
‘Entirely empty, cool, with hand sanitiser provided, the church next door makes me
almost tearful with gratitude for the sanctuary it provides.’
Our church building has had a very different year from
normal, but I know that since its reopening, it’s been a
sanctuary, a place of prayer and a comfort to many who
have visited, whether for services or alone. Safety protocols have kept us distanced from one another, but we still
appreciate the familiar stone, the stained glass windows
and the central focus of the cross. And no doubt those of
us who haven’t ventured back yet still feel it’s very much
‘our’ building, just as I do about our old home.
Caring for our building: worshippers
However, a building is still an inanimate object, whatever
cleaning the pews after a service
the thought and emotion that has gone into its inception
and that we may project onto it. So, however much we
love any church building, let’s remember that the truly essential ‘place of worship’ is actually our own heart and
mind. That’s where we genuinely praise God, where we pour out our true feelings, lift up our pleas and let Scripture pervade our thinking. Whether we are in church, at home or out for a walk, or wherever, we ourselves can
be our own - and indeed our most authentic - place of worship.

St Peter issues a great invitation in one of his letters: ‘Like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual
house’ (1 Peter 2:5). Jesus tells us to worship God ‘in spirit and in truth’ (John 4:24) rather than in chapel, church or
cathedral. However much we love our buildings, and draw inspiration from them, we ourselves are the stones
that God wants to use to build his kingdom. We are the places of worship he wants to consecrate. That’s a privilege and a challenge. But if God really is at home in our hearts and minds, we’ll never ever need to move again.
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Holiday at Home - with a Difference!
(left)
An Oasis
holiday bag
ready for
packing.
(right)
Julie talks
about her
work in the
online service
interview
on 23rd
August

‘Staycations’ are supposed to be all the rage
this year, given the challenges of overseas
travel. Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade has been
organising day-long ‘holidays’ on home turf
for some time, but even she had to adapt her
plans this August. Unable to meet together in
large numbers or invite an entertainer, the
Oasis group had a rather different experience
last month. However, despite the changes and some old-fashioned British-seaside
weather - nothing seemed to dampen people’s enthusiasm. Julie and her helpers

actually delivered ’Holiday at Home in a Bag’,
including a quiz, a Thought and Prayer and of
course the trademark tea(bag) and cake.
Margaret Errington particularly appreciated
the cake and the puzzles as well as the message of hope: ’It made me think of faith,
hope and love,’ she explained. The verse
from Isaiah was especially meaningful:
‘Even to your old age and grey hairs, I am
he, I am he who will sustain you. I have
made you and I will carry you; I will sustain
you and I will rescue you.’
(Isaiah 46:4)

Here are Thelma Berry (left)
and Brenda Arnold (right)
showing off their bags the
day before the event. [They
were both at the Oasis coffee at the Half Moon and so
took delivery there.]
‘The organisation of Oasis is
brilliant,’ Thelma told NewSheet. ‘The little lavender
bag Julie included in ‘Holiday
at Home’ smells lovely. And
we can write on the cross
she gave us. There’s also a
ribbon to hang it up.’
Even though the Holiday was
enjoyed in her own home,
knowing others were sharing
the same experience genuinely made Thelma feel connected to the group.
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Some Summer Screen Shots

(above) The weekly musical worship in online services
has been a great inspiration and source of comfort to
many. As congregational singing is still not allowed in
church, it’s particularly important and gives us an opp-

ortunity to sing along at home. Co-ordinator Hilmar Hauer continues to do a wonderful job bringing groups of
musicians and singers together. Also pictured here is
vicar Richard Saunders leading worship from his study.

Amanda Micklethwaite (above) has contributed various
‘Thinkspots’, often including craft with a message.
After an interview with Lay Minister Linda Clist the previous week, Rev Andy Edmunds (below) preached on
‘faithfulness’ in August. Although fairly new to Sheet,

Andy is a very experienced minister and it is good to have
him aboard. His wife Ann also featured on screen both
weeks. We look forward to seeing more of them, work
permitting.
The last of our August interviews featured Ann Brooks on 30th August (below). Ann was able
to give us an insight into the impact on school staff of all
that has happened this year. She also told us about her
‘mini-dig’ at home: compensation for her usual summer
archaeological exploration!
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An English Country Garden..
In our last issue, we reported the well-deserved retirement
of Alynne Dunt as our gardener-in-chief. In response to the
vacancy, two enthusiastic and experienced gardeners,
Sylvia Stuart (left) and Olivia Tottle (below) offered an imaginative solution. Thanks to them, there are now ten people
sharing the gardening, each responsible for a specific flowerbed. There’s a mix of very knowledgeable and less experienced helpers, but there’s always someone available to give
advice. In fact, each section of the garden comes with a helpful guide to the tasks needed through the year. There are
still a couple of patches that need adopting, so do contact
Sylvia or Olivia if you could help. An individual or a family
group would be
equally welcome.

Alynne is still on the team and continues to grow the colourful bedding plants that feature at the church door and the War Memorial.
People working in the church garden often report the interest and
appreciation shown by visitors and passers-by.
‘I always look at the garden as I go by,’ said one villager the other
day, seeing a gardener hard at work. So it’s not just those now coming into church for services or to sit quietly and pray who are enjoying
the fruits of our gardeners’ labours.
Sylvia and Olivia are hoping to have the annual Garden Clear-Up in
late October or early November. That’s open to all-comers so do keep
a look-out for further details.
Meanwhile, verger Shaun Whelan (left) waters the garden regularly. He and Mark Hellewell also continue to
take responsibility for keeping the hedges trimmed,
while John Dunt organises the mowing team and is
always grateful for new volunteers.
=============================================

.. and the Inside Story
Shaun is also always busy inside the church as well as
outside. He ensures there are sufficient wipes and hand
sanitiser and checks the Covid-secure roped-off areas and
No Entry signs, etc. While the numbers using the building
for private prayer are small, having the church open is
clearly important to those who come and the Sunday and
Wednesday services impose extra demands on the safety
regime. The staff team and sacristans are particularly
grateful to Shaun for his conscientiousness. (See also p7)
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******

STAR PAGE******

The monthly page for The Ark, SMART and Young-at-Heart.

Summer Sundays for the Ark
Ark leader Amanda Micklethwaite reports that during the
summer, the Ark children have been meeting on Zoom for
40 minutes just before the 10.00am online service each
Sunday. The topic has been the same fruit of the Spirit as
studied by the rest of us, but everyone has also received a
weekly activity sheet, including some daunting challenges.
For example, on the ‘kindness and goodness’ week, when
we heard about King David’s kindness to young
Mephibosheth, the Ark people were invited to see how
many words they could make from the boy’s long name.
All credit to the Glanvilles, who managed an amazing 96!
Two Ark members are moving into Year 7 at school this month and so move up to the Upper Room at church. Here are
Ellie and Thomas showing off their farewell gift of a complete, brilliantly produced Bible. (We’re sorry we weren’t there to
applaud as usual.) Amanda and the other Ark leaders wish them all the very best for the future, at both school and church.

The Right Time?
Remember the church apple tree we planted last November on
the Millennium Field? Well, it’s now got twenty-nine apples,
getting bigger and juicier all the time (see left).
We had to wait patiently through the winter, through the
Spring, when the blossom grew, and all the weeks since, before
the fruit got to this stage. It won’t be too long now till the apples are ready to pick and eat. But these are things you can’t
hurry: you just have to wait for the right time.
There’s a verse in the Bible that says,
‘There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity
under the heavens’ (Ecclesiastes 3:1)
The virus has meant that we haven’t been able to do things at the times we expect.
Some of us couldn’t go on holiday at the time we’d planned. We have had to be
patient, waiting for things that we’d usually do all the time, like seeing family and
friends. It’s been hard. And now it seems that it’s time to go back to school.
We may be excited or worried about that, or a mixture of the two.
Jesus’ friend Peter wrote this in a letter:

‘Cast all your anxiety on (God), because he cares for you.’ (1 Peter 5:7)
In one of the songs in the Book of Psalms, it says this:

‘I trust in you, Lord; I say, You are my God.
My times are in your hands.’ (Psalm 31:14,15)
That means God is with us when we are having to wait and he’s also with us when
it’s time to do something new or different. We do not need to be afraid - but if we
are, we can talk to God about our worries and ask for his help.
So as we pack our bags for school, and try to remember everything we need, we can be sure that we already
have the most important thing with us all the time: Jesus’ love and help and listening ear.
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Parish Office Reopens

Why the Psalms?
Vicar Richard Saunders
has chosen a selection of
psalms for our
Autumn sermon series.
Given all the stresses
and strains of 2020, it
seems an ideal source of
wisdom, comfort and
emotional release.

After months of working from home, Parish Administrator Rebecca Whelan is back at her desk
and opening the church office to the parish and
the public from Wednesday 2nd September.

The songs famously include the whole range of human
emotions, from anger to exuberant thankfulness, from
distress to bewilderment about the state of the world.
The writers are unembarrassed about their true feelings
and pour out to God whatever is in their hearts.
Many of the most famous and best-loved verses in the
whole Bible come from one or other of the 150 songs in
the book. Richard has had to pick out just 8 psalms for
September and October, covering 7 weeks (see page 8).
PS: In the 9.30am Wednesday morning services, the two
readings are taken from the Anglican cycle and the short
sermon is based on the Scripture for that day.

A New Communion Cup

Last month, to prepare for the occasion, the
Whelans set to work, removing six months’ accumulation of spiders' webs from every nook and
cranny and goodness knows how many years’
worth of accumulated dirt from the carpet. [In
fact, Shaun Vax-cleaned it three times: see above.]
Every wall, shelf and skirting board, plus the whole
kitchen area, have been scrubbed and disinfected
and every item on the shelves and all electrical
and technical equipment have also been cleaned.

Since services in church resumed on 19th July, taking
Communion has been confined to the bread, in the usual
form of individual wafers. But many communicants naturally missed taking the wine as well. So we have now introduced individual small glasses that are carefully filled
without being touched. The tray (above) can then be carried to each worshipper, who lifts out their own glass.
Some people will be familiar with this system from receiving communion in other churches. The innovation
has been very much welcomed by those who have had
the opportunity to partake so far.
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The office is open Wednesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays, from 9.15 to 11.30am. It is at 2, Pulens
Lane, at the far side of the vicarage.
As you would expect, the usual Covid-19 protocols
will be observed, so visitors will be requested to
use hand-gel on entering and to wear a face mask,
as well as to observe social distancing.

Services for September 2020
The main Sunday Services are posted online for 10 O’Clock
and are available to watch for 14 days
Go to www.sheet.church/youtube

Autumn 2020: ‘Meeting God in the Psalms’
Sunday
8am
9.45am
10am

6 Ps 24: Entering into Worship
Said Communion in church**
Said Communion in church**
Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee

Sunday 20 Ps 19: Declaring the Glory of God
8am
Said Communion in church**
10am Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee

Sunday 13 Ps 32: Sins Forgiven: Go in Peace
8am
Said Communion in church**
10am Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee

Sunday 27 Ps 34: Hiding in Jesus
8am
Said Communion in church**
10am Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee

Wednesdays September 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th
9.30am
Said Communion in church**

** To attend any service in church, please pre-book your place, either:

or

1) online at www.sheet.church/booking (opens a week before the service and
closes ten hours before)
2) by phoning Julie Slade on 01730 269160 (ideally 8 days before the service).

Please ensure you are wearing a face covering (unless you have an exemption).
As you go into the church, please use the hand sanitiser on the table near the font
and pick up your own order of service from the right-hand side.
The pews available for use are clearly indicated. There are also additional seats in
the chancel and sanctuary (by the Lord’s Table). Either 3 or 4 of these will be free,
depending on the number of ministers on duty.
As you leave, if you are able, please return your service leaflet and your wine glass
to the back of church. (This will reduce the need for others to touch them.) Thank-you so much.
Details from Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade

Mondays 7th Sept & 5th Oct
8pm Online Praise and Prayer
Every Wednesday
2.00pm - 2.30pm Online Parish Prayer
Please email richard@sheet.church for
the links to these meetings.

Informal ‘Oasis’ services will take
place at The Half Moon at 3.00pm on
Thursdays 10th & 24th September. Numbers are
restricted to six attending each time, so please ring
Julie on 01730 269160 to book your place.
Extra services will be scheduled when necessary.

NewSheet is free, but a donation of 20p per printed copy would cover basic costs. To receive NewSheet in full colour (at no cost to the church) join the
church email list at admin@sheet.church or click on ‘Magazine’ on our home page at www.sheeet.church Feedback, letters and contributions are
welcome. Please deliver to newsheet@sheet.church or to the Parish Office. Material for publication will be edited as necessary.
Copy date for the OCTOBER issue is Wed 23rd September.
Editor: Linda Clist 01730 262312

Vicar Revd Richard Saunders 263673 richard@sheet.church
Youth Worker David Loveless 07480051663 david@sheet.church
Churchwardens Karen Glanville & Phil Taylor churchwardens@sheet.church
Parish Administrator Rebecca Whelan 302695
admin@sheet.church
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Hon Clergy
Revd Mick Micklethwaite 893303
Lay Ministers Linda Clist 262312 & Bob Slade 269160
Seniors Chaplain / Pastoral Co-ordr Julie Slade 269160
Parish Office 2 Pulens Lane, open Wed - Fri mornings

