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NewSheet
‘We need to be ready for change’
Rt Rev Christopher Foster, Bishop of Portsmouth, met hundreds of church people in
online Consultations on Saturday 19th September. Around ten members of the Sheet
congregation joined the meeting for our part
of the diocese, the Archdeaconry of the Meon.
Ven Gavin Collins, our Archdeacon, chaired the
event, which included addresses from the
Bishop and Diocesan Secretary Victoria James
as well as small-group discussions and a generous amount of time for questions. Our own
Philip Poulter (former Sheet treasurer and currently i/c Gift Aid) also helped out, in his role
as Chair of the Diocesan Board of Finance.

Gavin Collins

Bishop Christopher (right)
with Richard at Sheet for our
150th Anniversary in July 2018

The reason for the Consultations is
the financial impact of the pandemic. The diocese has had to borrow
two million pounds to ensure it can
cover the pay of its clergy and employees and running expenses for
2020/2021. [The income in August
was less than the money paid out to
clergy alone.] This means that the
number of paid clergy has to be reviewed and church members are being asked to consider
on the TV how
screenparishes

could be reorganised and if some
could share resources.
Victoria, who used to help parishes
with their giving, was clear: ‘We
need to be ready for change.’
In this very challenging situation,
the Bishop emphasised that the diocese aims to continue to grow, in
depth, impact and number.
‘We are not a business that needs to
cut costs,’ he declared; ‘we are
Christ’s Church!’ (see p4 for more)
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Rev Richard Saunders offers us help in hard times as he finds a great
image in the Psalms:

‘A tree planted by streams of water’
Our nation and indeed our world are facing tough times as the pandemic continues.
The number of Covid cases is rising again and the prospect of further lockdowns, isolation, damage to the economy
and hardship for many is looming. We’re realising, if we hadn’t before, that overcoming it is going to be a marathon
rather than a sprint.
What can we do as Christians to enable us to face
whatever challenges come our way? To ensure that
we are able to thrive and be the fruitful people God
wants us to be, even in tough times?
I love the image in Psalm number 1 of a tree planted
by a stream:
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[The person] whose delight is in the law of
the Lord,
and who meditates on his law day and
night..
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…is like a tree planted by streams of water,
which yields its fruit in season
and whose leaf does not wither –
whatever they do prospers.
In the arid country the psalmist was familiar with, trees beside
reliable water courses were the ones which flourished. Their
roots went deep and even in times of drought they had the water
they needed to be green and fruitful. The writer makes the contrast between this substantial tree and the light-weight chaff
which a little puff of wind blows away.
For the psalmist, the spiritual equivalent of being planted by a
river is taking time and delight in God’s law, rather than being
deterred or distracted by those around us who ignore it.
Perhaps there’s never been a more important time to develop the
spiritual discipline of regularly reading our Bibles and praying, and
of letting this bring us close to Jesus, about whom the whole of
scripture is written.
It’s really good to do this on our own. But talking over what the
Bible says with a small group where we support one another is
one of the most powerful things I know. It helps us put roots
down, ensuring that we are fruitful even in difficult times.
We’ve got a couple of new groups starting at the moment, so it’s a
very good time to give this a go. Do get in touch with me if you’d
like to know more.
Many around us have questions. Many are looking for purpose, love & community. All three can be found in Jesus
and with his people. As Jesus’ people, whatever else is taken away from us, we have these things. And because
Jesus was raised to life again, we have them for eternity. So let’s make it our priority to do what it takes to let our
roots in Jesus go deep, so that our lives are fruitful for him now, tomorrow and on into eternity.
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At Home in a Home Group

A Family Friend in Need

Most of the St Mary Magdalen Home Groups have
continued to serve their members over the last six
months, despite the challenges of the pandemic.

A report in a newsletter from the
E C Roberts Centre caught
Richard’s eye recently.
The Centre supports needy families in Portsmouth and we
have donated there in the past. Here’s what he read:

The Monday evening group at the Micklethwaites has transferred to Zoom. ‘It’s
generally worked very well,’ says Mick.
‘One or two of our members struggled
with moving it online, but we stay in
touch with them. We’re now plotting a
couple of evenings in Cloncaird Garden
with a fire pit, six at a time - possibly a
ladies’ evening and a men’s….’

‘Family Friends’ was the idea of a supporter who said:
‘Having little money to live on means always worrying
about how to make it last. Imagine how hard it will feel
when you have children and Christmas is coming up…. We
asked the Roberts Centre to suggest a family and were
given basic details (first names & ages of children & their
likes). We bought them Christmas presents, new pyjamas
& Christmas food.’

Wednesday afternoon leader Ken Tottle is amazed at
the home groups’ creativity in coping with the challenges of 2020. He’s also very grateful to Jan Stuart
for his help connecting his group members on Zoom.
They have adapted their routine as needed. ‘It’s much
better face-to-face though!’ he admits.

(right) The Centre nursery is
a haven for many families.

‘Family Friends’ is now a
Centre project and this
year, its help will be
needed more than ever.

It’s not surprising that many of us have problems with
meeting online. In fact, Bob and Julie Slade’s
Wednesday group have paused their usual Bible
Study evenings, but continue to pray for one another
and rely on phone calls etc to stay in touch.

Because of Covid 19 complications, the Sheet shoebox collection has sadly had to be abandoned for this
year, so the staff team have agreed to explore the
‘Family Friends’ initiative. Anyone wishing to take
part will have the choice of collecting for an entire
family, giving just one item towards a family parcel,
or donating something for a vulnerable young person. The Centre has asked for supermarket vouchers
rather than food this year and some of us will be relieved to hear that there’s no gift wrapping involved!
Look out for further details during October.

Anne Davidson’s Wednesday
evening group were able to
meet well spaced out in her
beautiful garden through the
summer. They then experimented with meeting in the
church as the weather
turned cooler. The atmosphere was wonderful, but
people felt that wearing masks was too inhibiting for
the relaxed sharing they are used to. As a result, they
are now meeting six at a time, well spaced, at a member’s home.

‘Fantastic Response’
David Loveless gave his annual youth work report to
the PCC last month. David explained how he and his
team of volunteers have adapted to cope in the pandemic. Most regulars engaged well with purely online
events throughout lockdown and the Summer Camp in
July had 17 takers, only a few down on last year. It
combined online sessions with projects to do at home
and then share. The weekend clearly worked well, as
there was lots of positive feedback. With careful covid
-secure parameters, one YA (bible study) and two
SMART groups have now started meeting in person.
Treasurer Tim Horne is delighted with the ‘fantastic
response to the recent appeal for Youth Worker funding’. £10.000 was needed this year and by July,
£9,700 had been given. What’s more, 40% of the new
money is regular giving, helping us to plan ahead.

Chris & Glenda Grayson limited their Thursday
meetings to 40 minutes on Zoom in the summer term.
‘We focused on praying and sharing,’ reports Chris,
‘and our people have battled fantastically with the
technology. We know it can never be the same, but
even so…’ They are now returning to their study of
Exodus, with a slightly longer session and a simpler
focus for discussion to fit the online conditions.

GOOD NEWS!
We know how vital Home Groups are, for our general
well-being, our sense of belonging to the church family and for our growth in faith. As Richard mentions in
Soapbox this month, we have new people offering to
be leaders, so do look out for the new groups. Even
better, contact Richard, without obligation (see p8).
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Understanding the Challenge
Portsmouth Diocese

Isle of Wight

The diocese is divided into three areas, each overseen by an
archdeacon. Between the archdeaconry areas and individual
parishes stand the deaneries (see left). Our Petersfield Deanery contains 21 churches, organised into 10 ‘benefices’. Some
benefices (like ours) comprise just one parish with one
church, others (like Bramshott & Liphook) are one parish with
two churches and others (like Hawkley) have three parishes
with four churches!

Our deanery is no. 7,
the most northerly in The groupings shown here reS reorganisations
the Anglican diocese flect previous
t in paid clergy.
and reductions
of Portsmouth.

Black
moor
Whitehill

Bramshott
& Liphook

Hawkley,Priors Dean,

How many paid clergy are
there in our deanery?
There are currently six full-time clergy leading
our benefices, plus one who works 80% of the
time for a benefice and one 50%. There are
also two clergy who work on a ‘house for duty’
basis, theoretically serving for 40% each: these
are in Buriton and West Meon & Warnford.

Empshott, Greatham

Liss
West
Meon
& Warnford

This map shows the locations of the 21 churches
in the Petersfield deanery.
Sheet is no.10.

East Meon
& Langrish

Petersfield

Buriton

Please note. This
map is based on the
civil parish boundaries in our area.

The diocese is asking each deanery to consider
how its parishes might help one another - as
can happen already. For instance, last year
Sheet Lay Minister Bob Slade helped out during
a vacancy at West Meon & Warnford by taking
some services. There will be churches with particular expertise (as we have in youth and seniors work) which could usefully be shared by
other parishes planning something similar. The
most controversial issue is how - or whether clergy might take on wider responsibilities.

The Sheet PCC discussed these issues at its September
meeting. Reflecting on the discussion, vicar Richard
Saunders noted, ‘Maintaining the individual culture of
churches is important.’ He also endorsed the PCC’s
desire to plan for mission and pray for growth, while
also recognising the need to be prudent with all the
money given by local congregations. Richard was very
encouraged by the wide agreement across the Council about what characterises St Mary Magdalen.

Repeated comments included:
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a distinctive style of worship, with both traditional and informal elements;



a friendly and open-access welcome;



youth and seniors ministry;



active links with - and mission to - the local
community.

September Screen Shots

Clockwise from top left:
One week, we broke with our usual pattern and started
the service with the song ‘Seek ye first the kingdom of
God’. / Hilmar occasionally treats us to a hymn played
in church. Views of the building are especially important to those unable to come to worship in person/
Paula Wigley, a regular at the 8 O’Clock Service (and a
valued sacristan/server and leader of intercessions)
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was our interviewee one week. We really appreciate all
those willing to feature. / Lay Minister Linda Clist used
sunflowers to represent the sun as we looked at the
glory of creation in Psalm 19. / Phil Taylor, one of our
hard-working churchwardens, talked about his career,
his faith and his work for Mission Aviation Fellowship
in his interview. / It’s always great to have the choir
and other gifted StMM musicians leading our worship.

******

STAR PAGE******

The monthly page fo r The Ark, SMART and Young-at-Heart.

How do we cope with change?!

Whatever we’re doing at the moment, it’s probably a
change from what we’re used to. School and college
are different. Shopping is different. Meeting up with
friends and family - or perhaps not meeting up with
friends and family - is different.
Some of us get used to new things more easily. Some of
us find it really hard. But whoever we are, change can
take more energy than just doing what we’re used to.
So how can knowing God help us with all the new
things we have to cope with at the moment?



There are some really important things to remember:


God does not change! (see the Bible sentence
above; it’s a good one to learn by heart)



God is the God of the new.
He brings a NEW covenant in Jesus (Luke 22:20)
He offers us NEW life
(Romans 6:4)
He gave us a NEW command
(to love one another)
(John 13:34) 
… and lots more ‘news’ you can find in the Bible!



Jesus promised to be WITH US always.
(Matthew 28:20)
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There’s no need for us to pretend with God.
We can tell him when things are hard. He understands. We are reading some of the Bible songs
(psalms) in services this term. The people who
wrote them told God exactly how they were feeling. In Psalm 42, it says, ‘Day and night I cry…. My
heart breaks when I remember the past.’ But the
songwriter keeps coming back to his faith in God:
‘I will put my hope in God, and once again I will
praise him, my Saviour and my God.’
We can always ask other people for help too.
The Bible tell us to help one another (eg Hebrews
13:16). So do ask for help when you need it, from
family, friends or someone you know at church.

Harvest Festival
Sunday, 18th October
Worship & Thanksgiving
8.00am in church & 10.00am (premiere) online
Harvest Gifts can be taken into church and placed at the front near the chancel steps
on Saturday 17th October. [The church will be open in daylight hours as usual.]
We plan to distribute our Harvest gifts between:
the Petersfield Food Bank; West Sussex charity for
the homeless Stonepillow; and the Roberts Centre
(cf page 3). The charities welcome non-perishable
produce, especially tins and packets that will keep
if necessary. The Stonepillow wish list includes:

sugar, biscuits, squash, gravy, cooking oil, condiments, anti-bac wipes, kitchen cloths, washing-up
liquid, socks, razors and new underwear (male
and female). The Roberts Centre needs toiletries
for families moving into temporary accommodation and would like new children’s books as well.

Don’t Miss the 2020

When?

Sunday 25th October

11.00am (after the online service)

Where?

Online via Zoom*

Why?

We have to have an Annual Meeting. It’s usually in April, but the
Church of England gave us till the end of October this year.

What?

Elections for the PCC (our own church council) & Deanery Synod.
Review of 2019. Presentation of annual accounts. Presentation of
group reports (in ‘A Year in the Life of StMM’). Our vision for

the coming year. An opportunity to ask questions.
Who?

All of us, although you have to be on the St Mary Magdalen Electoral
Roll to vote. Please contact Rebecca if in doubt. (see p.8)

*I am offline!

Please let Richard or Rebecca know in advance so that we can make
sure you can still take part (see contact details on page 8).
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Services for October 2020
The main Sunday Services are posted online for 10 O’Clock
and are available to watch for 14 days
Go to www.sheet.church/youtube

Autumn 2020: ‘Meeting God in the Psalms’
Sunday
8am
9.45am
10am

4 Ps 42&43: Parched; Overwhelmed
Said Communion in church**
Said Communion in church**
Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee

Harvest Sunday 18
Ps 69: Praise for God’s Provision
8am
Said Communion in church**
10am Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee

Sunday 11 Ps 46: God With Us
8am
Said Communion in church**
10am Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee

Sunday 25 Ps 62: God My Rock
8am
Said Communion in church**
10am Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee

Wednesdays October 7, 14, 21, 28
9.30am

Said Communion in church**

** To attend any service in church, please pre-book your place, either:
1) online at www.sheet.church/booking (opens a week before the service and
closes ten hours before)
or 2) by phoning Julie Slade on 01730 269160 (ideally 8 days before the service).
Please ensure you are wearing a face covering (unless you have an exemption). If you have
the NHS app on your phone, please check in at the door with the QR code . Once in church,
there is hand sanitiser on the table near the font. When you have used this, please pick up
your own order of service from the right-hand side. The pews available for use are clearly
indicated. There are additional seats in the chancel and sanctuary (by the Lord’s Table).
Either 3 or 4 of these will be free, depending on the number of ministers on duty.
As you leave, if you are able, please return your service leaflet and your wine glass to the
back of church. (This will reduce the need for others to touch them.) Thank-you so much.

Details from Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade

Mondays 5th Oct & 2nd Nov
8pm Online Praise and Prayer
Every Wednesday
2.00pm - 2.30pm Online Parish Prayer
Please email richard@sheet.church for the links
to these meetings.

Informal Oasis services will take
place at The Half Moon at 3.00pm on
Thursdays 8th & 22nd October.
Numbers are restricted to six attending each time, so

please ring Julie on 01730 269160 to book your place.
Extra services will be scheduled when necessary.

From the Registers
Funeral
Bettie WALTON

(10 Sept)

Wedding
Karen MARSHALL & Michael LAIGHT

(26 Sept)

NewSheet is free, but a donation of 20p per printed copy would cover basic costs. To receive NewSheet in full colour (at no cost to the church) join the
church email list at admin@sheet.church or click on ‘Magazine’ on our home page at www.sheeet.church Feedback, letters and contributions are
welcome. Please deliver to newsheet@sheet.church or to the Parish Office. Material for publication will be edited as necessary.
Copy date for the NOVEMBER issue is Wed 21st October.
Editor: Linda Clist 01730 262312

Vicar Revd Richard Saunders 263673 richard@sheet.church
Youth Worker David Loveless 07480051663 david@sheet.church
Churchwardens Karen Glanville & Phil Taylor churchwardens@sheet.church
Parish Administrator Rebecca Whelan 302695
admin@sheet.church
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Hon Clergy
Revd Mick Micklethwaite 893303
Lay Ministers Linda Clist 262312 & Bob Slade 269160
Seniors Chaplain / Pastoral Co-ordr Julie Slade 269160
Parish Office 2 Pulens Lane, open Wed - Fri mornings

