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on the TV screen 

 Still Thankful! 
It was Harvest Festival on 

18th October, but of course, 

not as we know and love it. 

Tradition wasn’t totally lost, 

however. Hilary Bonney 

produced a glowing sea-

sonal arrangement for the 

font, which featured even in 

the online service as the 

backdrop for the reading of 

the psalm of the day. You 

can see Margaret Errington 

here, admiring the flowers 

after The 8 O’Clock Service.      

Even though we had to for-

go the usual presentation of 

Harvest gifts in The 10 

O’Clock Service, people 

had generously donated 

during the week.  

As reported last month, we chose to divide the 

gifts between three charities: Stonepillow in 

West Sussex, The EC Roberts Centre in Ports-

mouth and the Petersfield Foodbank. Shaun 

Whelan, Ken & Olivia Tottle and Bob & Julie 

Slade kindly delivered the donations, including 

some from Sheet School.   

Despite all the problems of 2020, we still en-

joyed giving thanks to God for his blessings, 

spiritual as well as physical, in both services.  
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  Lay Minister Bob Slade wants to stop us in our tracks this month: 

                                            Surely we can do better than this 

Now there is a provocative headline!   In these challenging times, when the pulling together characteris-
tic of the early response to the Covid-19 pandemic seems perhaps to be pulling apart, do we have a 
right to grumble and should we be looking forward so much to things returning to ‘normal’?  Perhaps 
we might think that Charles Spurgeon went too far when he wrote ‘As long as a man is alive and out of 
hell, he cannot have any cause to complain’ (!) but is it time we took stock of our expectations and  
actions, individually and corporately? 

 
Read and consider the key Bible passage Philippians 2:1-16, written by 
St Paul.  As Christians we have a higher calling, and we are the recipients 
of revealed truth and the gift of the Spirit to be with us whatever our 
situation.  In our interactions with one another we are to have the same 
mindset as shown by Jesus Christ: Christ expects us to look to the inter-
ests of others first, to act with tenderness and compassion, and to have 
a right view of how to become ‘blameless and pure’ (a phrase that Paul 
puts in the same sentence as ‘Do everything without grumbling’).  The 
recommended alternative to grumbling is God-led action… 

And is what we used to consider ‘normal’ really that attractive?  We are 
likely to have been aware of the shortcomings and harshness of what 
was claimed to be the modern and progressive society in which we 
lived.  Were we saddened by the divergences between ephemeral, soci-
etal norms and the challenge to live God’s revealed ‘life at its full-
est’ (John 10:1-10)?  One of the most disappointing statements that I 

have heard recently was spoken by a clergyman, referring to his parish, when he said, ‘This church has 
reflected our society well for over 150 years’, or maybe he meant has been 
pleading for our society?  As Christians we surely recognise some of the 
concerns that Moses had shortly before his death: he prayed over his na-
tion, knowing full well that the nation’s way of living and its call to follow 
God would frequently come into conflict, when the many would repeated-
ly lead the national spirit away from God (see Deuteronomy Chapters  31 
and 32).   Let us all pray for God to bring about seminal change in our 
own national life and to show us how we can play our part with him. 

 
 As we continue to move forward under Covid-required re-
strictions, let us give thanks to God for the many who continue 
to act ‘with tenderness and compassion’, and pray also for those 
who do not, that they will soften and respond positively to that 
higher calling.  Let us also pray for a God-changed society and 
the part that Christians can play in that, locally and nationally.  
As we pray also for ourselves, let us ask for power to ‘hold firmly 
to the word of life’ as we ‘continue to work out our salva-
tion’ (both again in Philippians 2). 

   Which way for our nation? 
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 Screen Shots  
Jo Saunders had everyone’s attention in her 

Harvest Thinkspot, as she presented three 

colourful doughnuts to the camera (right). 

While resisting the temptation to bite into 

any of the doughnuts,  Jo focused on the hole 

in the middle. Her message was that we often 

concentrate on the holes in our lives - the 

things we haven’t got - rather than  on all the 

good things that we do have.  

 

Shaun and Rebecca Whelan (below) featured 

in our interview spot that week. Rebecca ex-

plained how her role as Parish Administrator  

had adapted during the pandemic, 

while Shaun gave a glimpse of all the 

work he does behind the scenes as ver-

ger. That currently includes a great deal 

of extra cleaning and organising access 

for private prayer as well as services.  

They also spoke movingly about losses 

they had suffered and how their faith 

had helped them through. Richard 

thanked  them both for the interview 

and also for all they do week by week. 

It was lovely to have 

some of the children 

leading our Harvest 

prayers (right & left). 

We were even able to 

see some of the boxes 

of gifts which had accu-

mulated through the 

week (right).  

The demand for help 

with the basics of life 

continues to rise and all 

our charities are doing 

really wonderful work 

for those in need in 

Hampshire & West 

Sussex.  

(see below)  With a different set-up this year, the boxes 

on the chancel steps were labelled  ‘cereals’, ‘pasta’, 

‘toiletries’, etc ,which helped both donors and sorters.  
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    Christmas Giving 2020 

 As reported in last month’s NewSheet, we are sup-

porting  ‘Family Friends’  with the Roberts Centre in 

Portsmouth this year. The Centre helps families in all 

kinds of need, and its projects cover everything from  

insecure housing to behavioural issues, from holiday 

play schemes to support for care leavers. It offers a day 

nursery, help with tenancies, supervised child contact 

for parents, cooking classes and much more.  

During the challenges of Covid-19, it has continued with 

all its projects and is clearly doing really vital work.  

Ann Brooks was expecting to oversee our usual shoebox 

collection this year, but the pandemic intervened and 

she has volunteered to co-ordinate our giving to ‘Family 

Friends’ instead.  

How can we help? 

First of all, please tell Ann you are interested in helping 

as soon as possible. Her details are in the Directory or  

the office can forward your message (see page 8).  

You  may like to donate as an individual or along with a 

group of friends. You could specify whether you would 

like to support either a family or a vulnerable young per-

son.  

What happens then? 

Ann will let you know basic information about the peo-

ple who will receive your gift(s): eg, ages and interests 

of children; sizes, etc.  

What do we give? 

There’s no set number of items or value and there is no 

need to wrap anything. [The gifts will be wrapped at the 

Centre and labelled ‘from Father Christmas’.] You could 

donate toys, household items 

and/or clothing. The Centre has 

requested supermarket vouch-

ers rather than any food this 

time. Ann will be able to an-

swer all your queries.  

   Tearfund Big Online Quiz Night 

Tearfund, another charity we support, is running an 

online quiz on Saturday 14th November. Tearfund sup-

plies a family-friendly set of questions for churches 

around the country to use, with all donations going to 

the charity’s amazing relief work around the world.  

Please contact Bob Slade for details, start to plan your 

team (of about 4) and look forward to a great evening!  

        
 

      Many Thanks ! 

 The recipients  

 of  our Harvest 

 gifts were all 

 very grateful for 

 their deliveries. 

 We’re happy to 

 pass on their  

 thanks.  
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At Last!         
 St Mary Magdalen’s belated AGM... 

 … and could we pay our way in 2020?! 

Our much-delayed Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

finally took place via Zoom on Sunday 25th October. 

The usual C of E rules state that we must do this by the 

end of April, but with the pandemic, we were able to 

delay until the end of October. So we just made it (!) 

and everything went remarkably smoothly, thanks to 

David Loveless’ very capable management of the tech-

nology. Vicar Richard Saunders was in the chair and 

Churchwarden Karen Glanville had nobly offered to take 

the minutes, in the absence of a PCC Secretary. (Any in-

terested volunteer welcome!) Thirty-nine people were pre-

sent and able to see everyone else on screen.      

The ‘Year in the Life’ for 2019 was emailed to 

those online on 9th October and delivered to 

others around the same time. This substantial 

booklet covers all of the many and varied act- 

ivities and groups at Sheet Church. So reports  

on the day were limited to the Youth Worker, 

the Seniors Chaplain and the Treasurer, while  

Rebecca announced a small increase on the 

Electoral Roll and Richard concluded the pro-

ceedings with his thanks to the church family 

and his view of the significant challenges ahead, 

as we explain further on page 7.  
New Treasurer Tim Horne presented the 2019 

accounts (prepared by his predecessor Peter Gaut). 

Tim used these charts to show the sources of 

our income (above) and the pattern of our ex-

penditure (left).  As you can see, once the tax 

paid is refunded, 70% of our income comes 

from  giving that’s Gift-Aided, which is a huge 

benefit in terms of planning our mission. We 

have some giving specifically dedicated to the 

Youth Worker (as we support this full-time post 

ourselves) and fortunately receive a grant to 

cover most of the salary of our Seniors Chaplain.  

As you can see above, the ‘Parish Share’ comprises almost half of our 

outgoings (47%). The Share is the money paid to Portsmouth Diocese by 

each of its 139 parishes and depends on the size of the congregation 

and the prosperity or disadvantage of the area it serves. Without these 

central funds, poorer parishes would not have a vicar and many of the 

support functions on which all churches rely (eg safeguarding training, 

legal, financial and buildings advice, etc) would cease. Salaries for our Youth 

Worker (YW), Seniors Chaplain (SC) & Administrator, together with all 

the other costs of our mission, such as worship and outreach (including 

the printing costs for our usual NewSheet deliveries!) account for 35%. We 

give away 10% of income, not counting YW Fund & SC grant.   Running 

costs and maintenance take 9%, some of which is for ministry expenses.            

The chart below shows that in 2017, 2018 and 

2019, our spending was greater than our in-

come, so, as planned, we dipped into reserves.  

Could 2020 be the year we break even?! 

2020 

2016    2017     2018     2019     to date 

           Income versus Expenditure 

(ie, the monies we 

give to charities) 
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****** STAR PAGE******    

      The monthly page fo r The Ark,  SMART  and  Young-at-Heart.   

          God, My Rock 
Our young people led a brilliant service of worship on the last Sunday of October. Their theme was Psalm 62, ‘God, My Rock’. 

The mysterious ‘Mr Rock’ (above right) was introduced as part 

of the warm welcome from presenters Sarah and Ashleigh

(above). The folly of building on sand rather than rock was 

beautifully displayed in the spoof Dragons’ Den (left). The 

stuffed toy ‘dragons’  seemed fully in character and even alive 

as they listened to the very questionable presentation…. 

The music reminded us yet again of the extraordinary 

talents that we have within our church family.  

Olivia read the psalm for the day in two different 

translations to illuminate the meaning - something  

the young people have got used to doing in their 

groups. Bryony preached the sermon with clarity and 

confidence and Stafford led the time of prayer. Many 

thanks to all involved for a most powerful message. 
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Following the elections at the AGM, we now have a new 

PCC (Parochial Church Council) and new Deanery Synod 

representatives. Most of the faces are very familiar, but 

there are some changes.  

Ark leader Amanda Micklethwaite (left) 

steps down after several years’ service 

(in line with our policy for members to 

have at least a year’s break after 6 

years on the PCC).  

Bob Slade takes on a change of role and is now our  

representative on the Deanery Synod alongside Jenny 

Parkes and Keith Doyle. [The three of them are auto-

matically also on our PCC ex officio.] As you will see be-

low, this local group will be particularly important in the 

2020’s.  

Jed Temple has joined the PCC for the first time and 

has also agreed to chair the Finance Committee, filling a 

very significant vacancy. Jed has thankfully finished his 

work in the Middle East and is now settled back here 

with his wife Charlotte and daughters. We are very glad 

to have them all in the church family.   

Verger Shaun Whelan makes a welcome return to the 

PCC and the Churchwardens and other members eligible 

for re-election were all returned unopposed.  

At the end of the meeting, Vicar Richard Saunders ex-

pressed his thanks to all who contribute to St Mary Mag-

dalen:  ‘Jo and I continue to feel very blessed to be serv-

ing here.’ He was then very open about the financial 

challenges facing our Diocese. (For more background, 

please see October’s NewSheet, available on the website.)  

While we at Sheet are fortunate to be able to pay our 

Parish Share in full this year, many churches rely less on 

direct giving for their income and more on fees from hall 

hire, fetes, etc. The Bishop has estimated that clergy 

numbers will have to reduce by between 10% and 20%. 

He has therefore asked deaneries to suggest ways in 

which their churches could be grouped together and 

share clergy. (The initial idea from a small group within 

our deanery was that our parish could join with St Pe-

ter’s, Petersfield.) Our PCC has committed to maintain-

ing our distinctive ministry: Bible teaching, encouraging 

the gifts of the Spirit, sharing both traditional and infor-

mal worship, youth work, Oasis, prayer mission, Alpha 

courses, etc etc.  Each Deanery Synod is now being 

asked to produce a plan by early February 2021 so that 

the Bishop’s Senior Team can make decisions to take 

effect in the Spring and Summer.  

 

‘I wanted you to know about these things,’ said Rich-

ard, ‘and would ask you: 

1)First and foremost to pray… that the Lord’s will be 

done. (It’s easy to get defensive and fight our own cor-

ners versus all the other churches. But in all this, the 

Lord is the Lord and can bring about his purposes.) 

2) Please pray for the process too -  for Area Dean Jane 

Ball and for the Bishop & Archdeacons - that we really 

will discern and do what the Lord wants. 

3) Do ask questions – of PCC members, and/or of me – 

and do feed in what you believe the Lord is saying as 

you pray about it.’  

               So what’s happening for Christmas 2020?! 
Arrangements are still under discussion, and so much has to be provisional this year, but at the moment, we are planning  

the following services for the Christmas season. We will be able to tell you more in next month’s issue.   

Sunday 20th December   Advent 4   8.00am in church  

         10.00am  Online Carol Service  

Thursday 24th December CHRISTMAS EVE   3.00pm  Online Crib Service 

         11.30pm Midnight Communion in church 

Friday 25th December  CHRISTMAS DAY  8.00am in church & 10.00am online  

         9.45am in church 

Sunday 27th December  Christmas 1   8.00am in church   

         10.00am online: Seasonal Reflection   

More from the AGM 

                                Our New PCC; Our New Challenge 
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Services for November 2020 
The main Sunday Services are posted online for 10 O’Clock 

and are available to watch for 14 days 

Go to www.sheet.church/youtube 

                

 

NewSheet is free, but a donation of 20p per printed copy would cover basic costs. To receive NewSheet in full colour (at no cost to the church) join the 

church email list at admin@sheet.church or click on ‘Magazine’ on our home page at www.sheeet.church Feedback, letters and contributions are 

welcome. Please deliver to newsheet@sheet.church or to the Parish Office. Material for publication will be edited as necessary.  

Copy date for the DECEMBER/JANUARY  issue is Wed 25th November.                                                                     Editor: Linda Clist 01730 262312   

Vicar    Revd Richard Saunders  263673     richard@sheet.church                                   Hon Clergy       Revd Mick Micklethwaite  893303                                                                                              

Youth Worker  David Loveless   07480051663    david@sheet.church              Lay Ministers  Linda Clist 262312 & Bob Slade 269160                                       

Churchwardens  Karen Glanville & Phil Taylor    churchwardens@sheet.church        Seniors Chaplain / Pastoral Co-ordr  Julie Slade 269160                                 

Parish Administrator  Rebecca Whelan  302695         admin@sheet.church                 Parish Office 2 Pulens Lane, open Wed - Fri mornings 

  Mondays  2nd Nov & 7th Dec 

  8pm     Online Praise and Prayer  

 Every Wednesday  

               2.00pm - 2.30pm    Online Parish Prayer 

   Please email richard@sheet.church  

        for the links to these meetings.                                         

   Details from Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade      

    Informal Oasis services will take  

    place at The Half Moon at 3.00pm on 

     Thursdays 12th & 26nd November.  

Numbers are restricted to six attending each time, so 

please ring Julie on 01730 269160 to book your place. 

Extra services will be scheduled when necessary.    

Sunday  1   All Saints Day Christ our Saviour 

8am       Said Communion in church** 

9.45am   Said Communion in church** 

10am      Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

3pm & 

4.30pm                 
 

Remembrance Sunday 8  Christ our Peace 

8am      Said Communion in church** 

10am Online Worship & 10.50am Live- 

streamed Act of Remembrance from 

the church garden followed by Zoom coffee 

Sunday  15  Christ in You, the Hope of Glory 

8am      Said Communion in church** 

10am     Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

 

Sunday  22  Christ the King 

8am      Said Communion in church** 

10am     Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

 

Advent Sunday  29   

8am      Said Communion in church** 

10am     Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

  

 

 

 

                   ‘It’s All About Jesus ’ 

Wednesdays   November 4, 11, 18, 25  

                                                                      9.30am       Said Communion in church** 

** To attend any service in church, please pre-book your place, either: 

            1)  online at www.sheet.church/booking  (opens a week before the service and  

                 closes ten hours before) 

    or    2)  by phoning Julie Slade on 01730 269160 (ideally 8 days before the service). 

Please ensure you are wearing a face covering (unless you have an exemption).  

If you have the NHS app on your phone, please check in at the door with the QR code.  

There is hand sanitiser on the table near the font. When you have used this, please pick up 

your own order of service from the right-hand side. The pews available for use are clearly 

indicated. There are additional seats in the chancel and sanctuary (by the Lord’s Table).  

Either 3 or 4 of these will be free, depending on the number of ministers on duty.   

As you leave, if you are able, please return your service leaflet and your wine glass to the 

back of church. (This will reduce the need for others to touch them.)     Thank-you so much. 

A Service Remembering Those We 

have Loved and Lost    in church**  

http://www.sheet.church/youtube
http://www.sheet.church
mailto:richard@sheet.church
http://www.sheet.church/booking

