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 ‘Light to the World’ 

Just some of the people enjoying 

tea and cakes in the intermission 

at the Oasis film afternoon 

 ‘The light shines in the darkness,’ the Bible says 

about Jesus, ‘and the darkness has never put it out.’ 

2020 has been a dark year for many people, so it 

was lovely to see Clare Lund (above left) lighting the 

first Advent candle in church in the online service 

on the last Sunday in November. We have another 

treat this year as well, as Valerie Connor (above) 

has stitched this fabulous banner for us. We may be 

staying at home this Christmas  and seeing church 

on our screens, or we may be booking to attend a 

service in person. Either way, the Light of Christ will 

be shining.  There were just 11 ‘normal’ Sundays in 

2020 before the first Covid-19 restrictions came into 

force, but we have continued to worship, pray, sup-

port one another and ‘be Church’ all year. Enjoy 

finding out more about that inside - and keep safe.  
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    Vicar Rev Richard Saunders reflects on a big theme of 2020:    W  A  I  T  I  N  G    

 
This year we have all become unwilling experts in waiting.  
Waiting for the holiday we had hoped we could have. Waiting 
to see grandchildren or grandparents or friends.  Waiting to 
return to the office. Waiting for a vaccine to become a reality. 
Waiting to be able to sing together again in worship, to be 
able to lay a caring hand on someone’s shoulder to pray. 
Waiting for a hug.   
 
Despite our best efforts with online services and socially-
distanced gatherings, we are hungry for a return to a full 
church and physical, embodied worship together.   

 

Have you ever noticed how much waiting there is in the Bible? Abraham waited for the birth of Isaac. Joseph waited 
for years in prison. Moses waited 40 years in ’the backside of the desert’ (Exodus 3:1) before his leadership role be-
gan. David waited for years before the promise of becoming king was fulfilled.  
Jesus waited for 30 years and then ministered for about three. That means he 
waited for nearly 90% of his life on earth. The Bible is full of waiting. 
 
The season of Advent reminds us that as Christians we are always waiting and 
longing and working towards the day when the kingdom of this world becomes 
the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah and Jesus will reign for ever 
(Revelation 11:15).    

While waiting might feel like a waste of time, it seems that it is important.  All we 
know of Jesus’ younger life is that ‘he went down to Nazareth with [Joseph and 
Mary] and was obedient to them’ and that ‘he grew in wisdom and stature and in 
favour with God and people.’  (Luke 2:51,52). 

Growing in wisdom takes time (and is not automatic!)  God has things to grow in 
us through waiting which probably can’t be grown in any other way. And it is not 
a quick job.  As Jesus willingly entered into the slow process of growing up, so we can enter into the slow process of 

the growth God takes us through, especially in sea-
sons of waiting. We can choose to cooperate with him 
in the situations we find ourselves in. ‘Lord what are 
you wanting to teach me as I wait?’ is a good prayer 
to pray.   Though sometimes we have to wait for the 
answer to that too.  
One of the opportunities we have when we must 
spend more time at home and on our own is to dis-
cover new ways to pray and worship.    
 

Expressions of longing for change and for God’s presence are just as much worship as singing alleluias.  And times 
of waiting do not mean that our lives are put on hold.  We can expect the Lord to be at work in us, prompting us to 
grow to be more like him.  Indeed, our waiting for Jesus’ return is not to be an inactive time.  Rather, we are called 
to do all that we can to bring the ways of his kingdom to this world in the here and now.  However slow his king-
dom is in coming, we can continue to work for it, confident that our labour is not in vain because the day is surely 
coming when Jesus the King will reign. 
                                        You can find some resources to help with spiritual growth on our website at  
                                                                http://www.sheet.church/home-worship/    

http://www.sheet.church/home-worship/
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    Through the Year: Keeping the Light Shining   

Before the church doors closed in March, there was one final service, on Mothering Sunday, with 

only five people allowed to take part (above left).  Richard led, Linda preached, Jo read and Hilmar 

and Jez (a friend from Life Church) played and sang. The service was our first broadcast on YouTube, 

with Hilmar immediately stepping up as producer. The following Sunday, the service was broadcast 

from people’s homes, as we quickly adapted to the full lockdown. Right from the start, worship was 

premiered at 10.00am each Sunday and followed 

by Zoom coffee. The services originally stayed on 

the Sheet Church channel for just one week, but in 

response to requests, that was changed to two.  

Over time, we began to get used to seeing compo-

site pictures like this one of the band (right) and  

backgrounds ranging from a garden wall (see Da-

vid, top right) to the Vicarage kitchen (see Jo, left).  

 

As we decided to do just one online service a week 

at 10.00am,  the regulars at The 8 O’Clock Service 

soon got together online at 9.00am for their own 

Zoom coffee.  The Wednesday worshippers did the same at 10.00am on their usual day. Other 

church groups followed suit, especially the Home Groups and youth groups. The Ark kept up the 

links with our children. Seniors 

Chaplain  Julie Slade continued 

to keep in active contact with 

her Oasis group, despite many 

of them not being online. She 

used regular deliveries of 

goodies and even telephone 

conference calls to keep in 

touch. She even managed to do her popular Afternoon Teas and ‘Holidays at Home’ by delivering a 

special pack to each member (see below right). And we still managed to hand over one  Sunday a 

term to our young people (above) who always lead, sing, pray and preach with great panache.  

Meanwhile, the care of the church garden was reorganised and the work 

shared out for volunteers to have their own patch (above left). Then came 

the chance to open the church for private prayer, with Covid-safe signs and 

protocols (left). Eventually, services in church could resume, although with 

social distancing, we had far fewer spaces than we need and most people 

still chose to worship online rather than book a pew.  Having to wear a 

mask and forgo singing also deterred many regulars.  As December begins, 

we move into new arrangements yet again.  Whatever happens, we can be 

assured that the light of Christ will continue to shine in the darkness of 

winter, pandemic, and all of the challenges of 2020 - and on into 2021.  
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       Screen Shots  
Although it’s a long time since 

many of us have been to a St 

Mary Magdalen service in per-

son, we have been able to see 

quite a number of our church 

family on the screen. Some have 

been singing or playing, reading 

or leading prayers, and others 

have been interviewed, besides 

those leading our ‘Thinkspots’, 

and of course the leaders and 

preachers of the Staff Team.  

Rev Mick Micklethwaite (left) and 

Lay Minister Bob Slade (right) are 

pictured here with rather different 

backgrounds! Mick is speaking  

from home, in front of his book-

shelves, and Bob is also at his own 

desk, but using the wonders of  

technology to remind us of where 

we would normally be on a Sunday 

morning. Lay Minister Linda Clist 

(below right) is shown here record-

ing a Harvest Assembly for Herne 

 Junior School while Vice Admiral 

Sir John Dunt (left) responds to 

Richard’s questions in the Remem-

brance Sunday interview.   

Pastoral Team member Ruth Mark-

by (below) tells Richard  about her 

personal faith story in the interview 

on 15th November.  The weekly 

interview with a church member 

has proved hugely popular and very 

encouraging to us all.    

Jenny Parkes reading 

from the Bible  

Jo Saunders 

captivating 

everyone in 

a Thinkspot 
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    The New PCC Gets To Work  

For safety, our church 

meetings currently take 

place online via Zoom.  

 

  

 

Monday, 16th November saw the first meeting of our 

new Parochial Church Council (ie, our Church Council - 

not the local authority Parish Council). New Honorary 

Council Secretary Rebecca Whelan was on duty for the 

first time and was warmly welcomed.  

The PCC has 18 members, some ex officio, namely, cler-

gy Richard and Mick and our Deanery / Diocesan reps 

Keith Doyle, Jenny Parkes and Lay Minister Bob Slade. 

Our churchwardens, Karen Glanville and Phil Taylor, are 

of course PCC members, as are Youth Worker David 

Loveless, Treasurer Tim Horne, Safeguarding Rep Elaine 

Heywood & Lay Minister Linda Clist. Several of our PCC 

members have specific posts: newcomer Jed Temple 

chairs the Finance Group; returnee Shaun Whelan is 

verger; Bob chairs Missions and Churchwarden Phil the 

Fabric Group.   

Most members have been elected and their purpose is 

to listen to the concerns of church members and to 

make prayerful decisions in line with our Vision and 

Values, summed up as ‘Loving God, Loving People.’ (For 

more detail, see the website V & V page.)  

Do talk to any PCC member about issues of concern so 

that the Council may benefit from the input of as many 

of us as possible. This is especially relevant at the mo-

ment, with significant change in the air. [You can con-

tact people directly or via the Office:  see page 8.] 

From left to right: top row: Jenny, Richard, Phil, Eric Davies, Violet Snell, second row down: Tim, Mick, Jed, Elaine, Rosie 

Jay, third row down: Rebecca and Shaun, Linda, Abbi Childs, Keith, Bob; last row: Heather Belton, David, Karen.  

New Groups, New People 

    

 

 

 

Chris and Clare Lund discovered this empty wren’s 

nest in a bucket at church the day they went to put 

up the Christmas tree. Even in lockdown, it seems 

the church was able to give someone hospitality! 

   An Unexpected Guest 
 Despite all the challenges our church has faced this 

year, it’s good to know that new things are still getting 

underway. Two new Home Groups  (under the leader-

ship of Lizzie Loveless and the Temples respectively) 

have been launched in recent weeks. What’s more, 

new families have joined the Ark. Online Ark activities 

have been supported by craft deliveries to families and 

there have also been face-to-face meetings in the Vil-

lage Hall when they were allowed. All our in-person 

meetings are carefully assessed for safety in advance 

and comply with all government and C of E regulations.  
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     Christmas Giving  

This may be how you would like your house to look on 
25th December! There are around 300 gifts in the 37 
bags you can see here, not counting a number of valua-
ble supermarket vouchers. But these are not for us…. 
 
Ann Brooks took this photo before packing all of these 
things into her car and delivering them on our behalf to 
the Roberts Family Centre in Portsmouth.  

The individual gift items will be added to a ‘bank’ of pre-
sents and Centre staff will wrap and label them and give 
them to people they support. In addition, five families 
were ‘adopted’ by various Sheet Church members under 
the new ’Family Friends’ scheme. Donors were given the 
names, ages and interests of the adults and children 
involved and they then set about playing Santa Claus!  
 
One of the Family Friends told Ann: ‘It is quite exciting 
to imagine the family having treats which they would 
not otherwise have been able to afford!’   
Another confessed that they had learned more about 
Barbie dolls than they’d ever had to know before…  

The members of Oasis took part as a group  and Ann 
wants to record her special thanks to them, as well as to 
Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade.  ‘Julie co-ordinated the Oa-
sis contribution,’ she told NewSheet, ‘and so deserves a 
special mention.’  

It’s lovely to imagine how happy people will be when 
they get one of  these presents - especially, perhaps, the 
little dog peeping out of one of the bags! But as we look 
forward to getting things this Christmas, it’s good to do 
some giving.  
Even if we don’t have much money, we can always give 
something: our help, our smile, our time. The Bible tells 
us that Jesus said, ‘It’s more blessed to give than to re-
ceive.’ (Acts 20:35)   The Roberts Centre project certain-
ly seems to have shown that. Ann writes: ‘I was very 
touched by the response of these Family Friends who 
mentioned how much pleasure it had given them se-
lecting gifts for their special family.’    
Our thanks to Ann for all her gifts of time and organisa-
tion. Let’s all be blessed and happy givers this Christmas 
and into the new year as well! 

     ****** STAR PAGE******    

               The monthly page fo r The Ark,  SMART  and  Young-at-Heart.   
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November is the season of remembrance. Our two 

annual services, one focusing on family and friends 

and the second on those who gave their lives in our 

defence, were naturally very different this year. 

They also fell either side of the introduction of the 

second lockdown. So the first took place in church  

on 1st November, when we had two identical ser-

vices in order to offer more places. The second, on 

Remembrance Sunday, was online only. However, 

in accordance with government rules,  we were able 

to pre-record the traditional ceremony at the memo-

rial in the church garden. It included the reading of 

names, the laying of wreaths and The Last Post. It 

was then broadcast on the 8th with impeccable tim-

ing for the two-minute silence. The theme of the  

preceding service was ‘Christ our Peace’.  

 

 A Time To Remember  

Sheet’s roll of 

honour was read 

out (see above).  

Thomas and Emi-

ly Law represent-

ed the Scouts and 

Thomas laid their 

wreath (left).  

It was wonderful to see and hear the choir  singing ‘Be Thou My Vision’ on the 8th.  As well as playing the 

church organ for the hymn, Music Co-ordinator Hilmar Hauer played the bugle at the Act of Remembrance.  

Commander Tim Horne RN salutes the fallen  

 

This was the 

scene between 

the services  on 

1st Nov . The 

beautiful flow-

ers were  given 

by Sarah Reed, 

who also cares 

for our Book of 

Remembrance.  
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Christmas & New Year Services 2020/21 
The main Sunday Services are posted online for 10.00am 

They are available to watch for 14 days at www.sheet.church/youtube 

                

 

NewSheet is free, but a donation of 20p per printed copy would cover basic costs. To receive NewSheet in full colour (at no cost to the church) join the 

church email list at admin@sheet.church or click on ‘Magazine’ on our home page at www.sheeet.church Feedback, letters and contributions are 

welcome. Please deliver to newsheet@sheet.church or to the Parish Office. Material for publication will be edited as necessary.  

Copy date for the FEBRUARY 2021 issue is Wed 20th January 2021.                                                                              Editor: Linda Clist 01730 262312   

Vicar    Revd Richard Saunders  263673     richard@sheet.church                                   Hon Clergy       Revd Mick Micklethwaite  893303                                                                                              

Youth Worker  David Loveless   07480051663    david@sheet.church              Lay Ministers   Linda Clist 262312 & Bob Slade 269160                                       

Churchwardens  Karen Glanville & Phil Taylor    churchwardens@sheet.church        Seniors Chaplain / Pastoral Co-ordr  Julie Slade 269160                                 

Parish Administrator  Rebecca Whelan  302695         admin@sheet.church                 Parish Office 2 Pulens Lane, open Wed - Fri mornings 

  Mondays  7th Dec 2020 & 4th Jan 2021 

  8pm     Online Praise and Prayer  

 Every Wednesday (except 30th Dec) 

              2.00pm - 2.30pm    Online Parish Prayer 

Please email richard@sheet.church for the links. 

    The informal Oasis services at The Half   

   Moon on Thursday afternoons cannot  

   take place while Tier 2 restrictions apply. 

Please contact Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade on  01730 

269160 to find out more about what Oasis is offering.   

Sunday  6   Advent 2  Comfort, my people 

8am       Said Communion in church** 

9.45am   Said Communion in church** 

10am      Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

 

Sunday 13  Advent 3  Prepare the Way 

8am      Said Communion in church** 

10am     Online Worship followed by  

                 Zoom coffee 

Sunday  20  Advent 4  ‘Sing, choirs of angels’ 

8am      Said Communion in church** 

10am     Online Carol Service with Zoom coffee  

 

Christmas Eve Thursday 24 

3.00pm     Online Crib Service 

9.30pm     Communion in church** 

11.30pm   Communion in church** 

Christmas Day Friday 25 

8am         Said Communion in church** 

9.45am     Said Communion in church** 

10am        Online Worship  

Sunday  27 December  Seeing Salvation 

8am      Said Communion in church** 

10am     Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

 

Sunday  3 January 2021  Into A New Year  

8am      Said Communion in church** 

9.45am   Said Communion in church** 

10am     Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

 Sunday  10  Epiphany Celebration 

8am      Said Communion in church** 

10am     Online Worship followed by 

                 Zoom coffee 

 

Sunday  17  Light in the Darkness 

8am      Said Communion in church** 

10am     Online Christingle Service followed by 

                 Zoom coffee   

 

Sundays  24 & 31  Spring sermon series begins 

8am      Said Communion in church** 

10am     Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

Wednesdays  December 2,9,16,23,30; Jan 6,13,20,27    9.30am  Said Communion in church** 

** **To attend any service in church, please pre-book your place, either: 

            1)  online at www.sheet.church/booking  (opens a week before the service and  

                 closes ten hours before) 

    or    2)  by phoning Julie Slade on 01730 269160 (ideally 8 days before the service). 

Please ensure you are wearing a face covering (unless you have an exemption).  

If you have the NHS app on your phone, please check in at the door with the QR code.  

There is hand sanitiser on the table near the font. When you have used this, please pick up 

your own order of service from the right-hand side. The pews available for use are clearly  

indicated. There are additional seats in the chancel and sanctuary (by the Lord’s Table).  

Either 3 or 4 of these will be free, depending on the number of ministers on duty.   

http://www.sheet.church/youtube
http://www.sheet.church
mailto:richard@sheet.church
http://www.sheet.church/booking

