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Best Wishes To All

Nearly 40 game volunteers releasing their party poppers for Christmas Day

Everyone at St Mary Magdalen received a 2020 Christposting were all done by Administrator Rebecca Whelan.
mas card from Richard and Jo Saunders on behalf of the Sharing in seasonal worship, whether in the building or
entire staff team. Richard personally signed each and
online, continued to bring us together at this most emoevery one of them. The designs were by Beth, Kate,
tional time of year, helped us to celebrate Jesus’ birth
on the TV screen
Emily, Hendrik & William and printing, production and
and gave us hope and inspiration for this new year.
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Youth Worker David Loveless is struggling to keep track of the days - but finds
something new in a familiar part of God’s Word
I don’t know about you, but I am finding it harder to keep track of time in
lockdown. With fewer of the things I do each week regularly happening (or
happening in different ways than they used to) it can be hard to have any
genuine sense of time. Like a lot of us, the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, the changing nature of the restrictions and guidelines, along with
the promise of the incoming vaccines, have left me feeling in a state of
limbo. Days and weeks blur together in a way that makes it seem like
Christmas was only yesterday and also several years ago. (As I finished
writing that sentence, I realised I was late for a prayer meeting as I had the
day of the week wrong! - handily proving my point….)
However, according to my calendar, I am reasonably sure that we
are about to enter the month of February. On the 17th of this
month, this year’s season of Lent begins, as we reflect on the time
Jesus spent in the desert at the start of his ministry and prepare for
Holy Week and Easter.
When I read the desert story, I find I usually brush past the part of
Jesus being there for 40 days and 40 nights (it comes across almost
as a brief mention in the passage) before going on to the main part
of the story where Satan tempts him. But this year, reading it again
in this moment, that part about 40 days and 40 nights really sticks
out.
As I read it, I wonder, ‘What was he doing each day? Did he know it was going to be 40 days and nights? Did he
know he would be tempted at the end of it? Did he even know if it would have an end point? How did he feel during
this time?’
This passage is often an encouragement to me because it shows that even Jesus was tempted and that Jesus understands the temptations we face. But this year it also encourages me because it shows that Jesus probably has a
pretty good idea of some of the things we have been experiencing in the past year - of this feeling of having to wait
and of being in limbo.
More importantly, I’m also encouraged by the fact that God was
with Jesus throughout his time in the desert, clearly working with
him and preparing him for what lay ahead: just like he is doing with
us every day. My prayer this Lent is that we can take comfort from
that and that we may be given the wisdom to see how God is pre-

paring us for what lies ahead, whatever that may be.
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Making a Difference
One of the specific points in our vision as a church is
that we want to express our love for people by
‘making a difference for the poor, marginalised or
suffering’ .
One of the ways we aim to make that difference is to
give money and/or goods to projects and charities on
the front line. Here on the right you can see the official
thank-you for our support for the Roberts Centre in
Portsmouth, pinned up in the porch. You may remember the Christmas gifts we reported on in our last issue.
The Church Council (PCC) continues to give 10% of the
church’s general income to a range of charities and missions. Chair of the Missions Group, Bob Slade, recently
reported the figures for 2020.
60% of the £12,400 available went to work overseas,
with just over £2,000 each for IJM (the International Justice Mission fighting slavery), locally-founded IMC (In
Ministry to Children) for youngsters in Colombia, and
environmental charity ‘A Rocha’*. We also sent £100 a
month to support Max’s son Jack Cross as he serves on

the staff team of YWAM (Youth With A Mission) based in
the USA.
*see page 7 for more
The home missions on our donations list were: the
Acorn Trust (offering training in listening, facilitating reconciliation and praying for healing); our local youth charity The King’s Arms; the Bible Society; and Home-Start
Butser (see below). Each received £1,240. [We also give
our Christmas cash collections away and even this year,
we have been able to send the Children’s Society £98, as
well as encouraging people to donate online.]

Making a difference obviously involves more than just
giving money. In the online service on 24th January,
Richard interviewed Sylvia Stuart about her experience
as a hands-on volunteer for our local family-support
charity, Home-Start Butser.
Sylvia explained that she got involved some years ago
after taking early retirement and thoroughly enjoyed the
opportunity to play with pre-schoolers (!) especially as
her own grandchildren don’t live nearby. When Richard
wondered what qualities were needed, Sylvia summed it
up neatly as the qualities you’d look for in a friend. She
also offered reassurance about the excellent training

and ongoing support provided for every volunteer. It
was clear that Sylvia has really enjoyed making a difference to the families she has supported.

Home-Start Butser is always looking for volunteers. That
may mean weekly visits to a family and helping them in
practical ways, but it could also mean serving as a trustee, raising funds as a Community Ambassador or helping out at Family Group play sessions when these can
take place. Sylvia would be very happy to explain more
and of course Home-Start Butser’s website is full of useful information, including an easy way to get in touch.
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Advent 2020
The season of Advent 2020 was of course a different experience from usual. But thanks to Clare Lund’s beautiful wreath,
and volunteers willing to light candles and record readings
midweek in a rather chilly church, we were able to get as
close as possible to tradition, even if we weren’t at any of
The 8 O’Clock Services in person. Here we can see Hendrik lighting the candles for the third Sunday of Advent’s online service before giving us the Bible reading. The band was as usual enhancing our worship
with their musical gifts (below right) and our interviewee was, for once, not a member of the Sheet congregation, but the Archdeacon
of the Meon, Ven Gavin Collins
(below), who was about to
leave Portsmouth diocese to
become a Bishop. He was able
to clarify that as ‘Bishop of
Dorchester’ he would not be
serving anywhere in Dorset,
but overseeing part of the Oxford diocese. The Dorchester in
question is actually Dorchester
-on-Thames! Gavin has been a
good friend to our parish and
has also overseen the welfare
of all lay ministers in the diocese, so is well-known to Bob
and Linda as well.
Alongside his work as Vicar of Petersfield,
our neighbour Rev Will Hughes is now
serving as Acting Archdeacon of the
Meon, pending the arrival of a new Bishop
of Portsmouth in the Summer.

The Thinkspot on that third Sunday of
Advent was about light and included a
super-easy craft (left), making an eight
-pointed star of Bethlehem out of
paper or silver foil.

Carol Service

20th December: Violet, Lizzie, Sylvia, Ingrid & Tim (l to r)
record carols as a socially-distanced group
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Christmas 2020
Marian Muskett
reads of Jesus’ birth

Our Carol Service on
20th December moved
online at 10.00am. It
featured six well-loved
(above) Vicar Richard Saunders preaches
carols, seven Bible
(below) Webmaster Jan Stuart reads Isaiah
readers and a very
moving interview with
Anne Davidson, as well
as a powerful message
from Richard.
********************

Anne Davidson tells her story

The Christmas Eve Crib
Service also moved online,
with the building of the crib
pre-recorded in church.
Chris

Hendrik, Thomas, Emily & Matthew opened boxes to reveal the crib
figures and place them in the stable at the appropriate point in the story.
Jez

‘Come &
Join…’

Enter the
shepherds
and angels

All done!

Mary & Joseph
find shelter

David & Lizzie Loveless produced the Crib video and
provided most of the music. For ‘Come & join the Celebration’ (on 24th and 25th), clarinet player Chris Grayson really went to town with the tinsel (above right)!

Lay Minister Linda Clist narrated the Crib, and was
also able to give a pre-recorded Christmas Assembly
for all the classes at Herne Junior, complete with pictures of the nativity story presented by actors.
the Christmas choir:
‘O Come, all ye Faithful’

For Herne Junior
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The monthly page fo r The Ark, SMART and Young-at-Heart.

Fun, Feasting & Fasting

So, how was Christmas 2020?! Some of us had a great time with family - and
even visitors - while some of us had to make the best of Christmas on our own, at
the end of the strangest year we can remember. Between lockdowns, SMART
managed to have a Covid-safe Christmas party, making use of all the extra space
in the church building (above left) and there were extra services in church,
but after the Wednesday Epiphany Communion, services were paused once more.
Christmas and Epiphany are very definitely feasts! Our
church had lovely decorations, flowers and sparkle. But
now we’re on our way to the opposite: the fasting time
of Lent, that stretches from 17th February to just before
Easter Sunday, 4th April 2021. We usually do without
flowers in church during Lent and many of us give up
something we enjoy (which should be to help us spend
more time praying or reading the Bible…).

Lots of us probably feel that fasting has come early this
year: unable to see friends and wider family, temperatures below freezing, and shops and cafes closed. Lockdown is like one long fast! But there’s a reason why no
Sunday counts as a fast day, even in Lent. Because, while
checking our spiritual temperature is a great thing, we
always have cause to celebrate: Jesus rose on a Sunday and is alive and with us every single day, feast or fast!

Even in lockdown, we’ve managed
to have some fun in our online services. We still made our Christingles
(above left) and Jo taught us a
memorable lesson about staying
close to Jesus, with the help of a
ginger beer can and Richard’s

woolly jumper (above right)! Whatever the things we have to do without, there are always good things to
enjoy. The longest song in the Bible
says this: ‘I am filled with trouble
and anxiety, but your commandments bring me joy.’ Psalm 119: 143

So our Lenten Bible reading can be a feast to savour!
God loves to lift our hearts when we are feeling low.
Perhaps you enjoyed the snow in January. (Shaun took
this lovely picture of the church on the 24th.) And there
are already lots of signs of Spring in the gardens. In fact,
even in the depths of Nature’s winter fast, there are little
signs of feasting, celebration and joy. This picture (right)
was actually taken on 6th December in the church garden!
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On page 3, we quoted from our Vision document.
(There’s a full copy on the website or the Church Office
can send you a print version.) One of our stated aims is
to express our love for God ‘in caring for God’s creation’. Needless to say, that sort of caring is also a way of
showing love to people, since our misuse of the natural
world causes a great deal of human suffering.
Some time ago, with this ‘green’ aim in mind, we committed ourselves to working towards the EcoChurch
Bronze Award organised by A Rocha, one of our adopted
charities.
We haven’t made as much progress as we would like, so
a new year seems a good time to re-energise the project! Olivia Tottle and Sylvia Stuart have stepped forward to help steer us in the right direction.

weekly Sheet sheet to inspire us. You may have an idea
of your own: if so, do get in touch with
Sylvia.bovington@gmail.com or tottles@talktalk.net .
They would also like to hear from you if you have any
queries or would like to join our EcoChurch team.
See below for our first ‘Going Greener’ idea.

Going Greener

Coffee grounds make such a mess! But the compost
bin loves them, as long as they are mixed in with other
things. Olivia and the other coffee-makers (whose
drinks we used to enjoy so much at church on a Sunday!) made sure the coffee grounds were
put to good use in the garden. We can do
the same at home, collecting
them and adding them to the
We all need encouragement and some practical ideas to
compost bin, rather than
go greener, so this year we will be featuring tips, suggessending them all to landfill. It’s a win-win!
tions - even recipes - here in NewSheet and also in the

Welcome!

We all thank God for the Covid vaccines now available. As a retired GP, our own Jenny Parkes has registered to be a vaccinator and is looking forward to
taking part, so you may see a familiar face when
you go for your appointment!

Andy giving the first sermon in our new series
on 24th January

Rev Andy Edmunds, who has already preached for us
a couple of times in online services, has now applied
for the Bishop’s official diocesan ‘Permission to Officiate’ (PTO). So we are looking forward to welcoming
him to the Staff Team as honorary clergy.
Staff meetings continue online each Monday morning
at 9am and the group already comprises Richard,
Mick, Bob, Julie, David and Linda (see the bottom of
page 8). As well as reading the Bible and praying together, it is a time for sharing and discussion and is
very much valued by everyone involved.

PCC back to full strength
The January PCC meeting was
unanimous in voting Administrator Rebecca Whelan onto the
Council to fill our one vacant
place. Rebecca has already been
serving as volunteer Secretary to
the PCC following Alison
Farago’s move to West Sussex.
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Online Services for February
The main Sunday Services are posted online for 10 O’Clock
They are available to watch for 14 days at
www.sheet.church/youtube
The 10am Sunday premiere is followed by coffee at www.sheet.church/coffee
Printed copies of all the Sunday sermons are available from the Church Office (see below)

Spring Term 2021

‘Living as Followers of Jesus’
Ash Wednesday Communion 17th at 7.30pm

Sunday 7 Bringing Justice for the Poor
Amos 5: 18-24

Isaiah 58: 1-12 & Matthew 6:16-21

on Zoom at www.sheet.church/ashwed

Sunday 21 Encouraging One Another
Hebrews 10: 19-25 led by our young people

St Valentine’s Day
Sunday 14 True Love
1 John 4: 7-12

Sunday 28 Caring for the Planet

with a speaker from ‘A Rocha’

Praise and Prayer Online at 8.00pm

Seniors Chaplain
Julie Slade

on Mondays 1st Feb and 1st March.

Parish Prayer

is keeping in touch with Oasis regulars
and friends. To find out more, ring Julie
on 01730 269160.

Online every Wednesday, 2.00 - 2.30pm
If you would like to take part in either or both,
do email richard@sheet.church for the link.

Like many Anglican churches, we have decided to suspend services in church for the time being,
in order to keep everyone safe. The vicar, churchwardens and Church Council (PCC) will continue
to review this in the light of developments and official advice. To stay up-to-date, please subscribe to our weekly notices (‘The Sheet sheet’) by contacting the Office (see below).
If you need help at this time, please call the Office on 01730 302695 and leave a message. The line is checked daily.

From the Registers: Funeral
David SHARPE

(15 December)
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To receive NewSheet in full colour (at no cost to the church) join the church email list at admin@sheet.church or click on ‘Magazine’ on
our home page at http://www.sheet.church Feedback, letters and contributions are welcome. Please deliver to newsheet@sheet.church or to the
Parish Office. Material for publication will be edited as necessary. Copy date for the MARCH issue is Wed 24 Feb.

Editor: Linda Clist 01730 262312

Vicar Revd Richard Saunders 01730 263673 richard@sheet.church
Hon Clergy
Revd Mick Micklethwaite 01730 893303
Youth Worker David Loveless 07480051663 david@sheet.church
Lay Ministers Linda Clist 01730 262312
Churchwardens Karen Glanville & Phil Taylor churchwardens@sheet.church
& Bob Slade 01730 269160
Parish Administrator Rebecca Whelan 01730 302695 admin@sheet.church Seniors Chaplain / Pastoral Co-ordr Julie Slade 01730 269160
Parish Office 2 Pulens Lane, Petersfield 01730 302695
.
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