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on the TV screen 

 

New Life   New Hope 
The cross of Jesus sums up simply and pow-

erfully the heart of our Easter faith: for-

giveness and new resurrection life, on offer 

to all. The cross is itself a message of new 

life and new hope. These are some of the 

delightful knitted crosses, soft enough for 

arthritic hands to hold, which are on their 

way to the elderly residents of Downs House 

and Steep House, courtesy of Seniors Chap-

lain Julie Slade and her talented band of vol-

unteer knitters.  

Julie’s  deliveries to the Homes last Christmas were hugely appreci-

ated and staff noticed that the church’s gifts stayed on display in 

many rooms well into 2021.   

At the other end of the age range, we are sending video-d Easter 

assemblies to both Sheet Primary and Herne Junior Schools. Local 

minister Rev Dom Clarke is worshipping with us during his sabbati-

cal and has kindly produced the Sheet assembly on Richard’s be-

half,  while Lay Minister Linda Clist recorded for Herne as usual 

and Youth Worker David Loveless did the technical production.  
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  Rev Andy Edmunds gives us a topical look at the season, entitled ‘The Wonder of…’ 
 

We’ve all learned a lot over the last year and our conversation has changed. Who’d have thought 

that lockdown regulations and vaccinations would feature in nearly every conversation we have? 

‘Have you had yours yet?’ ‘Which one was it?’ ‘Is it your first or second jab…?’  

Seriously though, where would we be if Edward Jenner (born 1749), the son of a vicar in Glouces-
tershire, had not observed that milkmaids who had previously contracted the mild disease of 
cowpox appeared to be immune from the deadly smallpox?  
He discovered that by taking a preparation of the virus from infected cows and inoculating hu-
mans with it, he could protect them from what was then a major killer disease. Since then, his 
discovery has led to the development of many vaccines that have protected countless lives. 

 

The science and technology that have led to the coronavirus vaccines, now providing a route out of this pandemic, 
are amazing. Perhaps even more amazing though, is the fact that it is the human body that actually protects us 
from the disease, not the preparation shot into our arms. The vaccine simply stimulates a response so that our own 
immune systems can deal with the virus should we come into contact with it later. 

 
At the risk of oversimplification, it leads me to reflect on the wonder of Easter. 
There, on the cross, Jesus embraces all the sin of the world within his outstretched 
arms, and triumphs over it. In that unique, selfless, love-defining act, he breaks the 
grip of sin on humanity and opens a route into a life of unending fruitfulness in God. 
It was an event of such significance that it can justify with ease a position at the 
centre of history.   

What is equally amazing is that this is not an external, historical victory to be sur-
veyed from a distance. It is the means by which we gain an understanding of life, a 
relationship with God, and filling with God’s Spirit. That is not life observed: it is life 
shared. It is an encounter with God’s grace that is transformational. 

From there begins a process by which God’s image within you is healed and 
strengthened. Your personality, character, and those amazing abilities that you 
have, develop a new resilience and effectiveness as you begin living in God’s purpose.   
 
Wow!  

   

Or, perhaps Charles Wesley expresses it more  
eloquently in his famous hymn ‘And can it be’ (written  
 in 1738): 
 

   “I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;  
   My chains fell off, my heart was free, 
   I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.” 
 

Perhaps this is a time to reflect with wonder and grati-
tude. Life, we know, is not at all straightforward, but 
even when confronted with enormous obstacles, God 
presents a way forward. 
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  Going Greener  Going Greener  Going Greener  Going Greener  Going Greener  Going Greener  Going Greener  Going Green 

                                                                 

      ‘The time has come..’ 
Rev Richard Saunders, Vicar of Sheet since September 2012,  

announces his retirement.  
 Here is Richard and Jo’s message to the parish:  

‘Following Richard’s heart attack and after some prayer and conver-
sations with family and friends, we have decided that the time has 
come to retire.  Our final Sunday with you will be on 30th May so 
we don’t have to say goodbye immediately. We are very grateful for 
all the love, support and friendship we have received here and shall 
miss you all enormously. But there’s a strong team in place to look 
after things during the vacancy and we’re sure the Lord has good  
                                things for you in the future.’ 

Richard took the helm at Sheet after a lengthy vacancy, following Rev Rob Dewing’s move to work at Lee Abbey. 
He is only the fourth Vicar of St Mary Magdalen, as Sheet was previously served by curates from St Peter’s. Richard 
and Jo have always been extremely caring of people, learning the names of the regular worshippers even before 
their arrival! They have also been incredibly hospitable, sharing their home,  beautiful garden and Jo’s delicious 
cooking with so many of us. As our leader, Richard steered us through some troubled times, established a clear 
vision with strong values  and built an effective team of ordained and lay ministers. He has lived out his faith hon-
estly and prayerfully and faithfully taught us God’s Word, encouraging us to grow in faith and to serve the Lord.  

Our Eco Champions and church gardeners, Sylvia Stuart and 
Olivia Tottle, have been making the most of the Spring sun-
shine to bring a whole new border of wild flowers to the 
bank at the front of church.  
You can see the work below: scattering seeds in pre- 
pared soil, before heeling them in and covering them over so 
that birds don’t take all the seeds away.  

 
This is one step further toward our Eco
-church award, as we need to maintain 
‘an area of land for native wild flow-
ers’. We are also encouraged to man-
age our land ‘for the encouragement 
of native wildlife’.  
That strip of grass by the wall is diffi-

cult to mow in any case, so is perfect to leave for insects to 
enjoy. The gardeners plan to scatter more seeds that attract 
pollinators in other flower borders and also in the grass 
among the daffodils by the flagpole.  

Olivia and Sylvia would love to encourage the rest of us to 
follow their lead in our own gardens. They will even provide 
the seeds, at a mere £2.00 per packet (email Sylvia: first 
come, first served).  
Here are their own tips for success:  

 Leave a strip of grass unmown till September 

 Rake vigorously to weaken the grass and expose bare 
soil  

 Mix seeds (annual + perennial) with sand and scatter 

 Tread the seeds in well 

 Put garden fleece and netting over until seeds sprout 

 Enjoy a wonderful, colourful, wildlife-friendly display 

Portsmouth Diocese as a whole is aiming to be an Eco-
Diocese, carbon-neutral by 2030, so it’s good to be part of 
that too.  

sowing seed protecting the wild flower strip 

below: making 

good contact 

between seed 

and ground  
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While Richard was on sick leave, the staff team covered  all 

his Sunday commitments.  Mothering Sunday  on 14th 

March was led by Linda (above left) and the reading about 

Timothy’s mother and grandmother (from 2 Timothy 1) was 

given by Jed Temple (above). The interview that week fea-

tured Sophie Penfold (left), a busy working Mum, who like 

Timothy owed some of her faith to the example of her 

grandmother. Ann Edmunds (below left) presented a topi-

cal Thinkspot about the debt we owe to various people who 

have taken a ‘mothering’ role in our lives. The Ark children  

were ready with paper, pens and a bowl of water to follow 

Ann’s instructions, creating a paper flower featuring the 

names of those who had helped them in life and faith. As 

the folded petals were placed on the surface of the water, 

they magically opened, one by one (below). 

         March Screen Shots  

     ONLINE in 2021 

Twelve members of 

Sheet Church attended the ‘New Wine’ Leadership Confer-

ence in March. It was entitled ‘After the Storm’, for rather 

obvious reasons - and not least because last year’s in-

person conference was called ‘Set Your Sails’!  

Participants were treated to a rich range of optional  

worship sessions, talks and seminars, presented by some 

very inspirational speakers (four of whom are pictured 

above). At the end of the week, our group shared online the 

messages that had stood out for them and encouraged or 

challenged them the most. It was an excellent opportunity 

for those involved to step back, reflect and recharge.  
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   ‘Releasing the Captives’  
On Sunday 21st March, this was our theme and it could not have been better  

presented than by guest speaker Alianore* Smith from one of our adopted  

charities: IJM, aka International Justice Mission (below).     *pronounced ‘Eleanor’.   

Alianore began by showing 

us a short video about a 

young boy called Foli, taken 

from the care of his uncle 

and forced to work for fish-

ermen on a lake in Ghana. 

Foli’s story was presented 

by actors, simply but chill-

ingly told.  

Happily, it ended with his 

liberation by IJM and joy-

ous return to his family and 

home village.  

This was a true story and 

the film ended with a brief 

clip of the real Foli, now a 

teenager and schoolboy, 

free to play football.   

Alianore had chosen Psalm 10 as the reading for the day and, 

using that as her inspiration, explained the situation of mod-

ern slavery and the work that IJM does to combat it.  

‘Our best guess,’ she declared, ‘is that 40 million people are in 

slavery in the world today.’ Slavery happens ‘when vulnerable 

people meet greedy, violent people who think they can get 

away with what they do’.  God calls us to fight against that 

greed and violence and the terrible suffering it causes.  

IJM’s priority is to free those who are enslaved, but their work 

doesn’t stop there. They work with local police and judicial 

systems to convict perpetrators. As Alianore memorably said, 

‘Accountability leads to change.’  

Jesus himself declared that part of his mission was ‘to set the 

oppressed free’. Jesus’ followers are therefore called to do the 

same. We were invited to join IJM in its ‘long, slow obedient 

search for justice’. Above all, they need prayer and obviously 

funding is also key. We donate an annual amount of money as 

a church, but of course they rely on many individuals as well. 

Find out more at www.ijm.org   

That day’s interview fitted the theme  perfectly, as David Love-

less met up with Jack Cross (one of our young people when 

dad Max was here as curate). Jack was at home in Los Angeles, 

where he works on the staff of YWAM (Youth With A Mission). 

He described his desire to follow his sisters on a YWAM gap 

year (‘They came back transformed!’), but with no idea about 

which of their courses he’d choose.  Then, at one of the Sheet 

services led by David, one line in a song - ‘I’ll set your captives 

free’ - made his decision: ‘I felt a ‘yes’ in my heart.’ Jack has 

since trained and worked in anti-trafficking, helping sex work-

ers. Despite Covid restricting their work abroad, YWAM’s new 

LA coffee shop, offering women support and employment, has 

been a real answer to prayer. See jackcross.co.uk 

Our first transatlantic interview: LA (left) to home.  

http://www.ijm.org
jackcross.co.uk
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       How to be Free! 

What a tangle!  This is David Loveless presenting 

the Thinkspot while leading the online service on 

21st March. Each link in the chain stands for a wor-

ry or a problem that makes us feel trapped. David 

reminded us that God wants us to be free and he 

can free us from these fears. Sometimes he will use 

other people if we have the sense to ask them for 

help. Sometimes God gives us the strength to break 

free. And sometimes, as we pray about the prob-

lem,  God lifts it off our shoulders.       

 

Jesus said we would be 

free if we followed him: 

people like to quote 

these words (left) but 

what Jesus actually said 

was this:  

‘If you obey my teaching, you are really my  

disciples; you will know the truth and the truth will 

set you free.’     So there’s an important ‘if’ there!   

 

God doesn’t force his 

help on us, so we need 

to ask for it. Jesus him-

self said that God loves 

to give to his children 

(Matthew 7: 11), so we should definitely share our  

own wish to be free with the One who listens. 

 

Whatever links we have in our own chain of wor-

ries, God wants to cut through them and set us  

free. With the pandemic, more and more people 

are going online to find out the truth about God.  

If we follow and obey him, we will know the truth - 

that is, Jesus himself - and the truth will set us free. 

****** STAR PAGE******    

  The monthly page fo r The Ark,  SMART  and  Young-at-Heart.   
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   Maundy Thursday 1st April   

 

 

 

 

 

We shall be sharing an ‘agape meal’, focussing on Jesus’ 

last supper with his friends, live online via Zoom or 

phone on Maundy Thursday.  

Do join in, with  bread and wine (or biscuit and juice) 

from your own home. There will be two brief medita-

tions and our friend Rev Dom Clarke will be helping our 

own Bob Slade to lead the service.  

The Zoom link is:  Meeting ID: 967 0914 2182 , Passcode: 

Maundy. The phone number is 0208 080 6591: when 

asked for the Meeting ID, key in  967 0914 2182. You 

should then be able to hear the whole service. (If you 

wish to be heard, you may then need to key in *6 ). 

While it’s a shame we can’t meet and share a meal,  

followed by bread and wine, it is so good that we can 

still gather virtually to mark this special day this year.  

========================================= 

Online or in the pew? 

There are both online and in-person 

      Sheet services this Easter.  

 

For Good Friday, you can book  

ahead and be in church at 2.00pm 

in person or you can tune in to 

the (pre-recorded) service on 

YouTube at 2.00pm  or later.   

(The content will be largely the same and there will be 

hymns at both, sung by the choir.) Then at 3.30pm, there 

will be an online all-age service: just click on this link: 

 https://surrey-ac.zoom.us/j/93170306272?

pwd=aDVoQjZMTjA3cm5yVXNFZktvNzZxUT09   

On Easter Sunday, there are 2 Communions in church.* 

At the 9.45am, there will happily  be a small choir to lis-

ten to. At 10.00am, you can watch the premiere of the 

YouTube Easter service or, of course,  catch it later on.  

*Please see the back page for full booking details.  

 Annual Meeting on Zoom  

  Sunday 25th April 2021 
Do join us online after the YouTube service at 11.00am 

on the 25th for our summary of the past year and a look 

ahead to 2021/22. 

There will be the presentation 

of the 2020 Accounts and 

elections to the Church Coun-

cil (PCC), when anyone on the 

Electoral Roll can vote.  

(Please contact Administrator 

Rebecca - see page 8 -  if you 

are not sure whether or not 

you are on the list. ) 

At the most recent PCC meeting, Treasurer Tim Horne  

highlighted some key issues about our finances: 

 The Friends to Sheet Church  have donated very 

significant amounts of money over the years to 

projects such as the heating and chancel chairs.  

Their most recent gift in early 2020 was for a new 

portable keyboard to replace the heavy, outdated 

one. ‘Nobody realised at the time just how well-

used that would be!’ said Tim. In fact, the key-

board features in our online worship most weeks. 

 We have been very fortunate to receive generous 

legacies and then a charity grant towards the cost 

of our Seniors Chaplaincy. However, the legacies 

have now been exhausted and the grant ends in 

December 2021. We shall need new giving to safe-

guard our vital work with both youth and seniors 

into the future. 

 Regular giving really helps the church to plan and 

budget realistically. If it can be gift-aided (to re-

claim tax paid from the Treasury), even better!  

For more information, do contact Gift Aid rep  

Philip Poulter, via admin@sheet.church  

Laura Hauer on  

screen at the  

keyboard  

https://surrey-ac.zoom.us/j/93170306272?pwd=aDVoQjZMTjA3cm5yVXNFZktvNzZxUT09
https://surrey-ac.zoom.us/j/93170306272?pwd=aDVoQjZMTjA3cm5yVXNFZktvNzZxUT09
mailto:admin@sheet.church
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Services for April 2021 
The main Sunday Services are posted online at  

sheet.church/youtube  for 10 O’Clock (and are available for 14 days) 

                

 

NewSheet is free, but a donation of 20p per printed copy would cover basic costs. To receive NewSheet online in full colour (at no cost to the church) 

join the church email list at admin@sheet.church or click on ‘Magazine’ on our home page at www.sheeet.church Feedback, letters and contribu-

tions are welcome. Please deliver to newsheet@sheet.church or to the Parish Office. Material for publication will be edited as necessary.  

Copy date for the MAY  issue is Wed 21st April.                                                                                                          Editor: Linda Clist 01730 262312   

Vicar    Revd Richard Saunders is currently on partial sick leave. Please continue 

             to  pray for Richard and Jo and for Richard’s full recovery. 

Churchwardens  Karen Glanville & Phil Taylor    churchwardens@sheet.church         

Youth Worker  David Loveless   07480051663    david@sheet.church               

Parish Administrator Rebecca Whelan 01730 302695       admin@sheet.church                  

 Mondays  12th April  &  10th May 

  7.30pm     Online Praise and Prayer 

             please email david@sheet.church for the link 

 Every Wednesday  2.00pm - 2.30pm   Online Parish Prayer   

         please email www.sheet.church/wedprayers  for the link 

            Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade      

 Members of the Oasis group for older people 

are keeping in touch with one another during 

                      these difficult days. If you wish to know more,  

                      please contact Julie on 01730 269160.     

Maundy Thursday  1st April  

7.30pm  Live Online ‘Agape’ Service  

Zoom ID: 967 0914 2182  Passcode: Maundy 

or phone: 0208 080 6591 (use Zoom ID when asked) 

Good Friday 2nd April  

2.00pm   ‘At the Foot of the Cross’   
                service both online and in church**  

3.30pm   Online All-age Service  see p7  

          

Easter Sunday 4th April 

8am      Said Easter Com 

              munion in church** 

9.45am  Easter Communion         

              in church** 

10am    Online Easter Worship  

             followed by  Zoom coffee 

Sunday  11  ‘My Lord and my God!’ 

8am       Said Communion  in church** 

10am      Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

Sunday  18  ‘Peace be with you’ 

8am      Said Communion in church** 

10am     Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

Sunday  25   ‘Jesus Christ, the cornerstone’  

8am      Said Communion in church** 

10am     Online Worship  

11am     ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING  

                on Zoom (with coffee)  at sheet.church/coffee 

                    or sheet.church/apcm 

 

Sunday 2nd May 

8am      Said Communion in church** 

9.45am  Communion in church** 

10am     Online Worship  followed by  Zoom coffee 

Wednesdays   April  7th, 14th, 21st  & 28th  

                                                                   9.30am       Said Communion in church** 

** To attend any service in church, please pre-book your place, either: 

            1)  online at www.sheet.church/booking  (opens a week before the service and  

                 closes ten hours before) 

    or    2)  by phoning Julie Slade on 01730 269160 (ideally 8 days before the service). 

Please ensure you are wearing a face covering (unless you have an exemption).  

As you go into the church, please use the hand sanitiser on the table near the font and pick up 

your own order of service from the right-hand side.  

The pews available for use are clearly indicated. There are also additional seats in the chancel 

and sanctuary (by the Lord’s Table). Either 3 or 4 of these will be free, depending on the num-

ber of ministers on duty.  As you leave, if you are able, please return your service leaflet and 

your wine glass to the back of church. (This will reduce the need for others to touch them.)        

 Hon Clergy       Revd Mick Micklethwaite  893303                                                                                              

                             & Revd Andy Edmunds 077 153 77225 

Lay Ministers  Linda Clist 262312 & Bob Slade 269160                                       

Seniors Chaplain / Pastoral Co-ordr  Julie Slade 269160   

Parish Office 2 Pulens Lane 

http://www.sheet.church/youtube
http://www.sheet.church
mailto:david@sheet.church
http://www.sheet.church/wedprayers
sheet.church/coffee
sheet.church/apcm
http://www.sheet.church/booking

