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on the TV screen          Worship time at the Poulters’ 

 Alleluia! 
After last year’s lockdown Easter, 

it was marvellous to have a mix of 

online and in-church services in 

2021. In the building, we were 

able to enjoy our Easter banner 

and a beautiful array of flowers. 

What’s more, on both days of the 

Easter weekend, there were East-

er Egg hunts for the children, care-

fully organised by Aman-

da Micklethwaite and the 

Ark team for just two  

families at a time. (Some 

are shown here.)  

The church garden was 

full of Spring colour to 

welcome everyone, 

whether they were  

worshipping or on the 

hunt for chocolate!  
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              Rev Richard Saunders contributes his final Soapbox as Vicar Of Sheet with a prayer for us all 

In Ephesians 1:17-19 Paul prays for the church in Ephesus.  And, as I prepare to leave after 

nearly nine very happy years here, I find myself praying for you along similar lines. 

Knowing 

‘I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the  
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and  
revelation so that you may know him better’, writes Paul. 

In his book, ‘Knowledge of the Holy’, A W Tozer writes, 
‘What comes into our minds when we think about God is the 
most important thing about us. The history of [hu]mankind 
will probably show that no people has ever risen above its 
religion, and [our] spiritual history will positively demonstrate 
that no religion has ever been greater than its idea of God.’ 

More than any other, Jesus has shown us what the Father is 
like.  In our secular, post-Christian age, many live without 
this knowledge and instead let a whole variety of things de-
termine who they are and what they worship. 

My prayer is that your knowledge of God - both individually and together -  will grow and affect your whole life,   
because this knowledge is not just an intellectual idea. In Paul’s Hebrew mind-set, knowledge touches experience 
as well as intellect, emotions as well as mind. Knowing who God is affects our whole lives: who we are and what we 
are living for.    

 

Seeing 

I also pray, as Paul does, that you will have a vision of the future – the hope to which he has called you: a vision of 
what God is calling you to be, individually and together. God’s calling to us includes holiness for us as individuals, 
unity for the church, love for one another and for all people (including those who are different from us) and a vision 
for a renewed earth. He calls us to live as Jesus did, to make 
the Father known to others.  So my prayer for you is that, 
whatever happens with Deanery plans, you will be a church in 
mission, making the Father known to others by your love and 

words and actions. 

 

 

 

 

 

Power 

Paul recognises that knowing and  
seeing and living in this way needs God’s power to be at work in us  And he 
declares that nothing short of resurrection power is at work.  I pray that you 
will know that too, and that you will pray the same for me. 

Thank you to all of you who have helped me to grow in my knowledge and 
love of God during our time here.   
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                          Joan Barber  1930 - 2021 

Despite the challenges of managing 35 individual screens - and 

53 people - on Zoom, the Annual Meeting was very successfully 

chaired by vicar Richard Saunders, now back to work full-time 

after his sick leave. Richard acknowledged that we face signifi-

cant challenges with  Covid-19 and local C of E reorganisation, 

but he expressed his confidence in God’s provision of all that 

we need for the work we are called to do.  

The meeting agreed to suspend our current rule of a 

maximum 6-year term for churchwardens, so that Karen 

Glanville can continue in post for the next year at least. 

That means that the church will have Karen and Phil (Taylor)  

to help us through the vacancy after Richard’s retirement.  

Treasurer Tim Horne presented the 2020 Accounts and 

highlighted two vacancies:  for a Stewardship (Giving) 

Promoter and  Deputy Treasurer.  

88 Electoral Roll members live within Sheet parish,  

while  92 live outside the boundary.  

Heather Belton, Abbi Childs and Violet Snell stood down 

from the PCC and were thanked for their service.  

There were 3 people standing for the 3 vacant places, so all 

were duly elected. They are: Gabi Fernée-Davies, Mark 

Mogridge and Lynette Spong (see next issue for more).  

Richard reported that by the end of June, we should have 

all the equipment in place to allow us to stream services 

from church. It may be that we are allowed to have more nor-

mal services then, but whatever happens, we shall continue to 

offer online worship, allowing us to reach many more people 

and meeting the needs of those unable to get to the building 

or who work shifts and are not always free on Sundays.  

There was a brief discussion about possible Deanery 

changes. Richard repeated his assertion that the vital 

thing for Sheet is to maintain its identity, offering contempo-

rary as well as traditional worship; sharing the gospel; enabling 

the gifts of the Spirit, and reaching out to all, including young 

people and seniors. 

                                           St Mary Magdalen Annual Church Meeting, 25th April, 2021 on Zoom 

   ‘God will supply all that’s needed for the mission of Sheet Church.’  
                                                                                                  Rev Richard Saunders 

                      HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh 

Following the death of the Duke, verger Shaun Whelan lowered the flag to half-mast 

and also placed an official photograph in church (see left). Unfortunately, because of 

Covid, we were unable to provide a Book of Condolence, but a laminated sheet in-

formed people about the online alternative. Shaun tolled the church bell 99 times - 

one for each year of the Duke’s life - on the day after he died, on  

10th April (in line with other churches) and before the one- 

minute silence on the day of the funeral.  

It was a fitting coincidence that Shaun and Rebecca’s son Stafford 

completed his 30km expedition for the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze  

Award (postponed from 2020) the week after Prince Philip died.  

The St Mary Magdalen community lost a great 

friend in March when Joan Barber came to the end 

of her long life.  

Joan was a wonderfully lively, good-humoured 

and honest lady who naturally put people at their 

ease and genuinely cared about them.  

She was full of stories about her early years in 

Ceylon (Sri Lanka), boarding school in Kent and 

evacuation to Devon. She said less about her 

prowess at lacrosse and playing Junior Wimble-

don. She was a good amateur musician and a 

skilled embroiderer and gardener. A good, fearless 

driver, she relished her time with her last car: that 

distinctive yellow Mini.   

Joan taught infants, eventually serving as  

headteacher. She married Ambrose in 1957 and 

they had three much-loved sons.  

Joan and Ambrose moved to Stonewalls in Sheet 

in 1981 and became very involved in church life. 

Joan served as a Lay Pastoral Assistant and PCC 

member and was Churchwarden  when Sheet be-

came an independent parish in 1990. She was part 

of the teams offering prayers for healing and tak-

ing communion services in Downs House. While 

increasing frailty overshadowed her later years, 

Joan remains an inspiration for her commitment 

to Sheet and its people and, for many of us, a dear 

friend whose memory will always raise a smile.   

Joan in Israel  

(above)  and at a 

church ‘Friends’ 

evening (below) 
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In the service on 11th April,  Andy Edmunds 

interviewed people at The King’s Arms in 

Dragon Street, Petersfield. For many sup-

porters, it was their first glimpse of the in-

side of the building since the charity took it 

over last year following the closure of the 

famous JSW restaurant.  

 

John Callaghan, Chair of Trustees, expressed 

his thanks to the people of Sheet Church 

who have given time and money to the pro-

ject over the last 20 years. He also issued a 

warm invitation to anyone who is interested 

to contact him and come along in person to 

pray for the work, the team and the young 

people. Please do take up John’s invitation, 

direct with  John or via Andy.  

 Easter Day 

Our in-church services were fully booked over the Easter 

weekend and were actually able to feature a small choir, 

which was a huge blessing. Meanwhile, Hilmar had organ-

ised a special  treat for our online service on Easter Sun-

day itself. Singers and players from Sheet, Life Church and 

The Salvation Army joined together in a wonderful sung 

blessing (above). As you can see, there were eggs in the 

Thinkspot and Spring flowers in the prayers, while Youth 

Worker David Loveless gave an inspirational sermon.  

=======================================================================================================

John was one of the Christians who set 

up the charity, to remedy the real lack 

of facilities for the youth of  

Petersfield. He is a former RE teacher 

and qualified youth worker, now on 

the leadership team at Life Church. 
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25th 

On 18th April, Ann Edmunds (left)

presented the story of the lame man 

healed through Peter and John (Acts 3), 

speaking as one of the locals who saw it 

happen. It brought the event vividly to 

life with this ‘eye-witness’ account and 

plenty of humour, before husband Andy 

(right) preached about what Peter went 

on to say to the crowd that gathered in 

amazement after the miracle.   

Chris and Glenda Grayson (right) featured in the 

interview on the 18th. Chris explained the impact 

on the neighbours of his clarinet-playing as he rec-

ords music for our services. He also told us of his 

way into church, which was  via football at the 

youth group. The faithful gospel teaching he re-

ceived led him not just to faith but eventually to his 

own role as a Bible teacher in home groups. After 

being sent to Sunday School as a child, Glenda kept 

going to church of her own accord and credits 

Christian friends - not least her husband - with 

helping her in the faith ever since.  

David Loveless (below) illustrated the truth of Jesus Christ as the 

Cornerstone (Psalm 118:22-23) in the service on 25th April. Many of 

the bricks in the Jenga tower could be removed and the tower still 

stood… but when David removed this one - the keystone - 

…. this is what happened!  

1 

3 

2                           

- the cornerstone….. 

The interview on the 25th was with Jez Shipton of Life 

Church,  who has played guitar and mandolin for us 

throughout lockdown, at Hilmar’s invitation.  
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   ****** STAR PAGE******    

         The monthly page fo r The Ark,  SMART  and  Young-at-Heart.   

            Opening up! 

This last year, we have had lots of time shut in at home 

and shut out from shops and even from our friends’ 

houses.  Now things are opening up again, we can  

actually see small groups of people, often outside. 

Some church groups started meeting up again face to 

face at the end of April and The Ark can even re-open 

inside Sheet Village Hall from 2nd May (9.45-10.45am).   

SMART opened up on the last Saturday of April at 

Cloncaird and leader David Loveless said it was ‘great to 

be back’. 

Oasis also re-opened that week and Seniors Chaplain 

Julie Slade was delighted to see ‘glorious sunshine’ as 

the maximum number allowed met in the garden of The 

Half Moon. (That’s the garden in the picture.) The pub 

staff were really pleased to see Oasis back again! The 

afternoon was about how God has been looking after 

everyone and always provides for us, and it finished - as 

always - with tea and cake.  

Being open to God and to other people is really im-

portant. The Bible has a lot to say about openness.  

So let’s celebrate being open again this month! 

*********************************************

God is always open to hear us when we pray. Jesus said:  

‘Ask, and you will receive; seek, and you will find; 

knock, and the door will be opened to you.’  Matthew 7:7 

******************************************** 

God wants to open our minds to what he is saying in the 

Bible. When he rose from the dead, Jesus talked with 

his followers and it says: 

‘Jesus opened their minds to understand the  

Scriptures.’                                                                Luke 24:45 

******************************************** 

Although our church is open for prayer all week and is 

open for services, of course we can’t have many people 

in at the moment. Won’t it be wonderful to have the 

church full again….. - some time soon??! 

‘Fling wide the gates, open the ancient doors, and the 

King of glory will come in!’                                   Psalm 24:7 

********************************************** 

And we hope that before long, we can do this! - 

‘Open your homes to each other…’                      1 Peter 4:9 

********************************************** 
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    Petersfield Deanery  

  Pentecost Praise  
What?  A creative service devised by the Lay Ministers of the 

   Deanery, led by a mix of clergy and lay people,  

                         celebrating the Holy Spirit                        

When?  2.30pm - 3.30pm, Pentecost Sunday, 23rd May 2021 

Where? 1) IN PERSON at St Mary’s Church, Station Road, Liss:   

                         GU33 7AQ. Book in via this link: 

                         https://st-mary-s-church.reservio.com/ 

  events/aede3c6a-95bb-4583-a1cd-4f1d827587af/ , 

  ring the Liss Church Office on 01730 892552, 

                         or email lissparish@gmail.com 

         2) ONLINE at  https://mtouch.facebook.com/ 

     stmaryliss/ to watch live or later  

As you can see, St Mary’s Liss is very spacious and has 

actually been totally reordered very recently. Distanced 

seating can accommodate about 60 people. It makes an 

ideal venue for this service, which aims  to demonstrate 

the unity of all local Anglican churches in celebrating the 

coming of the Holy Spirit - at Pentecost soon after the 

resurrection and also today in the life of every believer.  

Each church in the Deanery will be represented in some 

way and the service will be live-streamed from Liss via  

their state-of-the-art equipment.  

Area Dean Jane Ball from East Meon will be hosting the 

event.  

  All welcome! 

   Saying 

  Farewell 
 

 

After nearly nine years here at Sheet, Richard and Jo Saun-

ders retire at the end of May. After some leave and time to 

sort out the house,  they are planning to move from the vicar-

age in Pulens Lane  to their new home in Abingdon at the end 

of June or in early July.  

Richard’s last Sunday as vicar will be 30th May, when he will 

preside at communion in his last in-church service at  8.00am.   

His farewell service will be online at 10.00am. Richard will be 

preaching at both services on that day and as his ministry 

comes to an end, we shall be saying our ‘formal’ farewell 

online and making a presentation to them both.  

If restrictions are lifted as expected, Richard and Jo are then 

generously planning to invite us to a party in the vicarage 

garden on Saturday, 26th June. (More details to follow.)  

If you would like to know about the more confidential plans 

for Richard and Jo’s farewell, do contact Phil and Karen on 

churchwardens@sheet.com ! 

 

 

 

 

The PACT Foodbank continues to be in high demand. 

Please consider donating the following items, which are in 

short supply at the moment. Donations can be left at 

Tesco or Waitrose, at Nationwide (10am - 2pm Mon– Fri) 

or the Methodist Church (10-12 noon Mon & Wed).   

 Coffee 

 Small bags of sugar 

 Skimmed long-life milk 

 Jams / marmalade 

 Tinned rice pudding  

 Toiletries: soap, shower gel,  

shampoo, deodorant 

SOS! 

https://st-mary-s-church.reservio.com/
https://st-mary-s-church.reservio.com/
mailto:lissparish@gmail.com
https://mtouch.facebook.com/stmaryliss/
https://mtouch.facebook.com/stmaryliss/
mailto:churchwardens@sheet.com
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Services for May 2021 
The main Sunday Services are posted online for 10 O’Clock 

and are available to watch for 14 days 

Go to www.sheet.church/youtube 

                

 

NewSheet is free, but a donation of 20p per printed copy would cover basic costs. To receive NewSheet in full colour (at no cost to the church) join the church email list at 

admin@sheet.church or click on ‘Magazine’ on our home page at www.sheeet.church Feedback, letters and contributions are welcome. Please deliver to 

newsheet@sheet.church or to the Parish Office. Material for publication will be edited as necessary. Copy date for the JUNE  issue is Wed 26th May.                                                                         

Editor: Linda Clist 01730 262312   

Vicar    Revd Richard Saunders  263673     richard@sheet.church                                   Hon Clergy       Revd Mick Micklethwaite  893303                                                                                              

Youth Worker  David Loveless   07480051663    david@sheet.church              Lay Ministers  Linda Clist 262312 & Bob Slade 269160                                       

Churchwardens  Karen Glanville & Phil Taylor    churchwardens@sheet.church        Seniors Chaplain / Pastoral Co-ordr  Julie Slade 269160                                 

Parish Administrator  Rebecca Whelan  302695         admin@sheet.church                 Parish Office 2 Pulens Lane, open Wed - Fri mornings 

  Mondays  10th May & 7th June 

  7.30pm   Online Praise and Prayer  

 Every Wednesday  

 2.00pm - 2.30pm    Online Parish Prayer 

 at www.sheet.church/wedprayers                                        

     Details from Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade      

  Informal ‘Oasis’ services will take place at The 

Half Moon at 3.00pm on Thursdays 13th & 27th 

May.  Numbers are restricted to six attending each time, so 

please ring Julie on 01730 269160 to book your place.  

Extra services will be scheduled when necessary.    

Sunday  2  Worshipping from the Heart 

8am       Said Communion in church** 

9.45am   Said Communion in church** 

10am      Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

 

Sunday  9  Asking the Father 

8am      Said Communion in church** 

10am     Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

Sunday  16  Lives Shaped by God’s Word 

8am      Said Communion in church** 

10am     Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

Pentecost Sunday  23  Lives Empowered by the 

                                       Holy Spirit 

8am      Said Communion in church** 

10am     Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

 

Sunday  30  Lives Soaked in God’s Presence 

8am       Said Communion in church** 

10am      Online Worship   

               with Richard & Jo’s Farewell  
                                    followed by Zoom coffee 

  

             Summer 2021 ‘ Living as Followers of Jesus’ (continued) 

Wednesdays   May 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th  

                                                                       9.30am       Said Communion in church** 

** To attend any service in church, please pre-book your place  

 either: 1)  online at www.sheet.church/booking  (opens a week before the service and  

                  closes ten hours before) 

    or:   2)  by phoning Julie Slade on 01730 269160 (ideally 8 days before the service).   

Please ensure you are wearing a face covering (unless you have an exemption).  

As you go into the church, please use the hand sanitiser on the table near the font and 

pick up your own order of service from the right-hand side.  

The pews available for use are clearly indicated. There are also additional seats in the 

chancel and sanctuary (by the Lord’s Table). Either 3 or 4 of these will be free, depending 

on the number of ministers on duty.   

As you leave, if you are able, please return your service leaflet and your wine glass to the 

back of church. (This will reduce the need for others to touch them.)   Thank-you so much. 

       Funeral      
                       Joan BARBER         (23 April) 

http://www.sheet.church/youtube
http://www.sheet.church
http://www.sheet.church/wedprayers
http://www.sheet.church/booking

