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on the TV screen 

Farewell Service with Richard and Jo 
30th May was Richard’s last Sunday as Vicar of Sheet. After presiding at his final 8 O’Clock Com-

munion in church, Richard preached again online at 10.00am and gave the blessing. The YouTube 

service included surprise guests Max and Suzy Cross, Jo’s interview and several of our musicians. 

On behalf of church members, Churchwardens Phil 

and Karen presented Richard and Jo with a coffee 

machine and a very sizeable cheque, as well as 3 

folders of pictures and messages. Jo had one from 

the children, while the others  

contained no less than 60  

separate contributions from 

115 people. These ranged  

from a few heartfelt words to  

longer letters, hand-painted  

pictures and original rhymes.  

  Karen giving a  

speech of thanks  

      unwrapping.. 

       Max & Suzy 
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  Lay Minister Linda Clist is looking back at the silver screen - and then forward  

 

There are some films it’s hard to avoid. They pop up on late-night television and almost al-

ways at Christmas and Bank Holiday weekends. So I suppose many of us can picture this 

scene…     A young woman, rather eccentrically dressed, gets off a bus, carrying bag and 

guitar case, and weaves her way though sunny city streets. She pauses at a fountain and 

dangles her hand in the water before skipping on. She sings as she goes - until the moment 

when she arrives at her destination. She looks through the gates at a grand mansion, stops 

still and glups, openly daunted by what lies ahead.  

Yes, it’s Maria von Trapp in ‘The Sound of Music’. She was just ‘Maria’ then, leaving the  

security of her convent and facing an uncertain future as governess and nanny to no fewer 

than seven children. 

Of course, it’s all based on the life of the real Maria, who wrote of her first days at that 

grand house: ‘I lived in a continual state of bewilderment.’  

On her arrival, she made a calendar so that she could cross off the 250 days until she was 

due to return ‘home’ to the nuns. But as we probably all know, God had other ideas. She had 

committed herself wholly to his service, but instead of prayer and teaching, her life’s work 

for God was to be as a wife and mother, singer and writer.  

In the musical, the song that Maria sings en route to the von Trapp villa is ‘I have confi-

dence’. Maria is clearly telling herself to be brave:  

                    ‘I have confidence in confidence alone… I have confidence in me!’  

It’s a nice lively song, but the words would never have been 

Maria’s in real life.  As she faced this new, unexpected and 

very unwelcome change, her confidence was not in herself at 

all, but only in God. She went on to face many challenges, not 

least the family’s escape to Switzerland, on to the USA and 

starting again in a strange country. Through all of that, her 

confidence was always in the Lord.  

 

This month, we enter a new phase in the life of St Mary Mag-

dalen. We shall miss the security of Richard and Jo in the vic-

arage, always ready to help and guide. We are also likely to 

face changes in the organisation of our local Deanery. So 

much seems uncertain. But there are things we can be certain 

of: above all, that we too can have confidence in our God.  

 

In the Bible, we see Joshua having to take on much greater responsibility after the loss of 

the great leader, Moses. This is God’s mes-

sage to him as he faces the future:   

 

‘Be strong and courageous, do not be fright-

ened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is 

with you wherever you go.’   (Joshua 1:9) 

 

As we go on together into the next phase of 

our church life, let’s have confidence that 

the same is true for us.  
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     Meet our new PCC members  

Lynette Spong:  
 
‘This is a brief version of my long connection with St. Mary's.  Originally,  we 
moved to Sheet in 1982 and I became involved with the St Mary's young 
mums coffee morning group which I went on to organise.  My second and 
third daughter were baptised in the church and as all three girls grew older I 
began to help with the Sunday School, St Mary's Under Tens. We moved out 
of the area in the nineties and returned some years later, shortly before  
Peter Ingrams moved on. I continued to attend church on a less regular basis 
from 2000 onwards whilst I became involved in changing my career and com-
pleting a degree to become a teacher. During Richard's incumbency,  I felt 
drawn to be more involved in the life of the church and I was pleased to offer 
my practical skills - laundry of altar linen, coffee making, and historical re-
search for the history of the church booklet. As is the way of life , this has ena-
bled me to take a more active part in the fellowship of the church.  
It is an honour to accept the position of being a  PCC member.  
In due course, I hope some of my life experience and faith will be of some pos-
itive value.  However, I will need a lot of guidance  too!’ 

Mark Mogridge : 

‘We moved to Barentin Way in 

March 2019 and Sheet Church 

was the first church we attended 

in the area.  

The genuinely friendly congrega-

tion, the Hillsong music and Rich-

ard & Jo’s amazing support en-

sured that we made St Mary's 

‘our' church!’ 

 Gabi Davies: 

‘I've been coming along to St Mary's with my family since we moved here 

in 2011. We were keen to be part of a local church and looked for a 

church with children's and youth work for our 3 children.  St Mary's 

ticked all those boxes and it was particularly exciting that the church was 

starting to develop its Youth work.  

Just like Mark, we've found Sheet church friendly and welcoming. 

I belong to one of the church home groups which is a source of support 

and encouragement.’ 

At his final PCC meeting on 17th May, Richard expressed his thanks to all mem-

bers of the Church Council. Unlike many church leaders, he could honestly say 

that PCC meetings were something he was actually going to miss!  

Richard welcomed our three new elected members, none of whom has served 

in this way before. NewSheet asked all of them to introduce themselves and 

you can see the results below.  

[PS: Rev Andy Edmunds has now been co-opted onto the PCC. He officially  

joined the staff team just recently and brings years of ministerial experience. ] 

All of our new PCC members have fea-

tured in online Sunday interviews. 

Mark is pictured above with wife  

Gemma and Gabi is seen below.   
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Spring Screen Shots 
We were out and about with some of our 

Thinkspots last month! Ann Edmunds (left) 

invited us to join her at her allotment. As 

she pulled up a large weed (top left) Ann 

talked about the negative effects that peo-

ple’s words can have in our lives. We need 

to get rid of those, while planting seeds of 

kindness (below) for others.  

Jo Saunders taught us about closeness to 

God with a glass and balloon (above right). 

On Pentecost Sunday, she demonstrated 

the dramatic power of the wind (of the 

Spirit) with a leaf blower that had the 

force to unravel a complete toilet roll in a 

matter of seconds (2+3). Trying to do it on 

her own (1) had been totally impossible!  

 

Richard interviewed Peter Clist about his 

recent election as Deputy Mayor of Peters-

field (below) and Andy Edmunds quizzed 

Lizzie Loveless (below right) about her 

work in the Square and imminent return to 

university. Churchwarden Phil Taylor 

(below left) was one of our Bible readers in 

May. He and Karen will take legal responsi-

bility for the parish during the vacancy.    

1 

2 

3 
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‘Most exciting of all is the family of great tits, nesting in the black bin behind the church.  They make use of the traffic cone as a 

handy perch on their way in with a titbit for the fledglings. The parents dive through a small hole in the rim of the bin to reach 

the nest inside! 

The wild flower patch in the front of the church will not be mown until the autumn, to allow the tiny seedlings to develop. 

Many of the wild plants are perennials, so will not flower till next year, so this summer is about caring and nurturing for the 

future. I can see seedlings amongst the grass, which is encouraging. However, there are already many established wild plants 

around the church site to delight us, and they all need our protection. On just one afternoon in early May, we took photos of 

all these wild flowers!’ 

‘As we all commit to caring for God’s creation, the 

church garden team is actively engaged in making an 

attractive garden to beautify the church and please 

us all. In the process, we aim to nurture local wildlife 

and biodiversity. We choose garden plants which will 

benefit pollinating insects, sow wildflower seeds and 

provide nesting habitats. Our mowing regimes in-

crease our focus on Nature in our church grounds.  

I have just sown some shade-loving wildflower seeds 

at the far end of the back border, accompanied by 

the resident robin, who appreciated a juicy worm I 

dug up! (He has a well-hidden nest in the bush be-

side the choir vestry door.) I then watched a nut-

hatch searching for insects, working his way up and 

down the poplar tree trunks – what a privilege! 

Nature Notes from the Church Garden   

Sylvia Stuart, joint co-ordinator of the church garden team, sent us this update on the wildlife on our doorstep 

violet 

      germander  speedwell 

primrose 

lady’s smock 

  white deadnettle 

‘If you would like to join the garden team, by adopting a small patch to care for, do please contact  

Sylvia.bovington@gmail.com  We do really need more volunteers – I am currently caring for 4 beds!’ 

mailto:Sylvia.bovington@gmail.com
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   ****** STAR PAGE******   

          The monthly page for The Ark,  SMART  and  Young-at-Heart.   

       We’re All In It Together!  
The children of The Ark were all invited 

to earn some money to contribute to Jo’s 

leaving present, which was a beautiful 

rose for her new garden.  

William’s Dad sent us this delightful pic-

ture of William ‘flying’ round the garden 

as he mowed the lawn for his present 

money. 

It’s a great reminder that we can all be 

involved when it comes to church life and 

the best things happen when we all work 

together. 

St Paul has a lovely way of explaining this in his letter to the church in Corinth (1 Cor 12:12-27): 

‘For just as the body is one and has many members, 

and all the members of the body, though many, are 

one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we 

were all baptized into one body…. the body does not 

consist of one member but of many.  

If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I 

do not belong to the body,” that would not make it 

any less a part of the body!  

And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an 

eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not 

make it any less a part of the body!’ 

We shall miss Richard and Jo a lot, but we still 

have many members of the Body of Christ.  

It doesn’t matter if we think we are only a 

small part of that Body: we are still valuable 

and we can all help each other. 

So let’s encourage one another, as the Bible 

tells us to do*, and we can move forward  

together, however old or young we are. 

                                      *in 1 Thessalonians 5:11 

 

Every part  is  

needed to 

make a body! 
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  Worship Inside & Out 

Ever since we went online at the very beginning 

of the pandemic, we have been aware that we 

are reaching more people online than we usually 

do face to face. Like many of our neighbouring 

churches, we have decided to continue with 

online worship as and when we can return to 

some sort of normal gathering in the building. 

The PCC is keen to have broadband fitted and to 

install the necessary equipment, while taking care 

to preserve privacy and not to detract from in-

person worship in any way.  

If you are interested in this project, you may like 

to search online for the ways in which other local 

churches are already streaming services from 

their building.  

The PCC is appealing for any extra contributions 

to the cost, which is estimated at £7,000. 

See www.sheet.church/giving 

========================================= 

  Garden Party 

 
    

               Coffee Handover 

                

 

     

 

 

 

Olivia Tottle has overseen our after-church coffee 

for many years, sorting out the rota and encour-

aging new people to take a turn at this important 

part of Sunday mornings.  

Olivia is now stepping down and we are delighted 

that Lynette Spong and Ann Brooks are poised to 

take over once church coffee can resume.  

Many thanks to Olivia for her cheerful and faith-

ful service and to both her successors for taking 

this on. 

======================================== 

Vacancy News: What Next? 

 Richard organised a full list of ‘cover’ for his 

many tasks before the end of last month. 

We hope to be able to continue as usual as 

far as possible and are grateful for all those 

shouldering extra responsibilities. 

 The PCC will draw up a Parish Profile to pre-

sent to candidates interested in becoming 

our next vicar. 

 The plan for the Petersfield Deanery will 

need to be agreed before we can start the 

process of appointing (and vacancies often 

last a while anyway). 

 Two people will be chosen to represent the 

parish on the panel to interview candidates. 

 The vicarage will be rented out in the mean-

time; special provision will be needed for 

access to the church office.  

Look out for details of a farewell party  

for Richard and Jo  

on Saturday 26th June! 

http://www.sheet.church/giving


8 

Services for June 2021 
The main Sunday Services are posted online for 10 O’Clock 

and are available to watch for 14 days 

Go to www.sheet.church/youtube 

                

 

NewSheet is free, but a donation of 20p per printed copy would cover basic costs. To receive NewSheet in full colour (at no cost to the church) join the church email list at 

admin@sheet.church or click on ‘Magazine’ on our home page at www.sheeet.church Feedback, letters and contributions are welcome. Please deliver to 

newsheet@sheet.church or to the Parish Office. Material for publication will be edited as necessary. Copy date for the JULY/AUG issue is Wed 23rd June.                                                                         

Editor: Linda Clist 01730 262312   

Vicar      We are currently in vacancy           Hon Clergy       Rev Mick Micklethwaite  893303    &   Rev Andy Edmunds 077 153 77225                                                         

Youth Worker  David Loveless   07480051663    david@sheet.church              Lay Ministers  Linda Clist 262312 & Bob Slade 269160                                       

Churchwardens  Karen Glanville & Phil Taylor    churchwardens@sheet.church        Seniors Chaplain / Pastoral Co-ordr  Julie Slade 269160                                 

Parish Administrator  Rebecca Whelan  302695         admin@sheet.church                 Parish Office 2 Pulens Lane, open Wed - Fri mornings 

  Mondays  7th June & 5th July 

  7.30pm   Online Praise and Prayer  

  

          
                                               

    

         Details from Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade      

  Informal ‘Oasis’ services will take place at  

  The Half Moon at 3.00pm  

                      on Thursdays  10th & 24th June  

      

       24th June will be a Midsummer Tea Party  

 

            Please ring Julie on 01730 269160  to book your place.  

Sunday  6  Being Salt and Light 

8am       Said Communion in church** 

9.45am   Said Communion in church**                   

10am      Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

 Both the 9.45 and 10.00 services 

 will be led by our young people 

 

 

Sunday  13  Growing to Maturity in Christ 

8am      Said Communion in church** 

10am     Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

Sunday  20  Enjoying Good Relationships  

8am      Said Communion in church** 

10am     Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

Sunday  27  Giving a Welcome 

8am      Said Communion in church** 

10am     Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

 

Sunday  4 July  Bringing God’s Love in Service 

8am       Said Communion in church** 

9.45am   Said Communion in church**                   

10am      Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

             Summer 2021 ‘ Living as Followers of Jesus’ (continued) 

Wednesdays   June 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th         

                                                                               9.30am       Said Communion in church** 

** To attend any service in church, please pre-book your place  

 either: 1)  online at www.sheet.church/booking  (opens a week before the service and  

                  closes ten hours before) 

    or:   2)  by phoning Julie Slade on 01730 269160 (ideally 8 days before the service).   

Please ensure you are wearing a face covering (unless you have an exemption).  

As you go into the church, please use the hand sanitiser on the table near the font and 

pick up your own order of service from the right-hand side.  

The pews available for use are clearly indicated. There are also additional seats in the 

chancel and sanctuary (by the Lord’s Table). Either 3 or 4 of these will be free, depending 

on the number of ministers on duty.   

As you leave, if you are able, please return your service leaflet and your wine glass to the 

back of church. (This will reduce the need for others to touch them.)   Thank-you so much. 

http://www.sheet.church/youtube
http://www.sheet.church
http://www.sheet.church/booking

