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    Time! 
Despite threatening weather fore-

casts and the complications of 

Covid rules, the Saunders’ fare-

well garden parties were blessed 

with pleasant midsummer weather 

and maximum numbers. 

On Thursday 24th June, 

Richard and Jo were 

guests at an Oasis tea in 

the garden of The Half 

Moon (above). On the 

following Saturday, they 

opened the beautiful vic-

arage garden to a se-

quence of no less than 

three groups, all wel-

comed with refreshments 

appropriate to the time 

of day (see left for the 

buffet lunch).  

See inside for the full story 

& more photographs  >>> 
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           As life looks to change again, Youth Worker David Loveless issues a challenge... 

 
 
 
Many years ago as part of a recording project, I spent some time in an anechoic chamber. (That ’s a spe-
cially designed room that is not only truly soundproof but also has zero echoes or reflections in it.) Going 
into one is truly disorientating. You step through the door and as it shuts, you suddenly feel completely cut 
off from the outside world. It’s so quiet in there that you can hear your own blood rushing around your 
body and your bones creak together as you move.  
 

It’s honestly not that pleasant an experience. People who stay in there for 
too long can experience hallucinations, lose all sense of balance and even 
suffer mental breakdowns. It very quickly makes you realise how much 
noise is happening within and around us at all times that we don’t even no-
tice. It brings into focus noises that you aren’t usually aware of, and also 
makes you appreciate how much we rely on -  and find comfort in - the 
general background noise of life. 
Last year, when the first lockdown was announced, I experienced again 
some of that feeling of background noise (both literal and metaphorical) 
suddenly disappearing. With most of us staying at home, without seeing 
people and without our usual routines, I found myself missing not only the 
obvious things but things that I didn’t even know were there in the first 
place! 
 

Now of course, after a year of incredibly hard work by scientists and medical care professionals, we are 
starting to see things open up more. Gradually that background noise of our lives is returning to “normal”. 
 
But should it? 
 
One recurring thing we’ve seen over the past year is how this pan-
demic has disproportionately affected people who were struggling to 
begin with: people in minority communities, people with poor socio-
economic status and people with disabilities. The pandemic has 
highlighted more than ever the inequality that exists in our world.  
 
Of course, this inequality is nothing new and we would say we were 
aware of it, but like hearing the blood rush around our body in a to-
tally quiet room, the pandemic has amplified this more than ever 
before. 
 

 
 
 
 
  
So as we start to get back to some kind of “normal”, the question for us as a 
church is: how do we make sure it’s not just the same as before? How do we 
advocate and fight for those less fortunate than us? How do we make sure we 
don’t just push these issues into the background noise of our lives again?  
 
Rather than just falling back into our old patterns and way of doing things, 
how are we being called by God to help others in a new radical way that we 
haven’t done before? 
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Sylvia reports:   

We are celebrating being awarded bronze 

Eco-church status!  The process started a 

few years ago but despite the lockdown limi-

tations, we have really raised our game since 

2019. The certificate is awarded by the char-

ity A Rocha, which St Mary Magdalen sup-

ports financially. Now we shall work towards 

the silver award, as and when we are able, 

following pandemic restrictions.  This will 

involve all members of the church, in what-

ever ways we can manage.  

                          We Did It! 
  

Here are our Eco-Church Champions, Sylvia 

Stuart (left) and Olivia Tottle proudly dis-

playing the St Mary Magdalen bronze certifi-

cate in the church garden. Many thanks to 

them and all those who have actively sup-

ported the campaign to help us do more to 

care for creation week by week.  

Some of the next actions we have identified are:  

 installing the two beautiful bird boxes kindly donated to the church by Richard and Jo Saunders  

 setting up a church recycling scheme, to link with Petersfield Infants School 

 promoting walking/cycling to church, or car-sharing 

 engaging with other local churches and organisations on Ecochurch matters 

 finding out about an overseas environmental project and committing to pray for it. 

                   

                  Do watch out for Ecochurch items in the Sheet sheet and NewSheet in the future! 

          To find out more about Ecochurch, and the targets we are aiming for, go to ecochurch.arocha.org.uk  

                       To become even more involved, email Sylvia.bovington@gmail.com or otottle41@gmail.com  

 Summer Reading 
As he was packing up his study, Richard 

kindly offered a large selection of Chris-

tian books to the church family. Church-

warden Phil Taylor helped carry them up 

to church, where people were able to pick 

out anything of interest (see left).  A good 

number were adopted before the rest 

went taken to a specialist charity shop. 

http://www.ecochurch.arocha.org.uk
mailto:Sylvia.bovington@gmail.com
mailto:otottle41@gmail.com
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          Oasis  

   Afternoon Tea 

 

 
Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade organised 

a special Oasis get-together at The 

Half Moon to bid a fond farewell to 

Richard and Jo.  

Despite the general sadness of saying 

goodbye, it was still an enjoyable oc-

casion.  

‘It was really great to see old friends 

again and get a chance to talk to eve-

rybody’, says Rosie Jay.  

The Oasis regulars  have kept in touch 

by phone, distanced visits and with 

services in small groups, but this was 

so much more social - and much ap-

preciated.  

There was a quiz about old-fashioned 

sweets, which Richard’s table man-

aged to win, and he and Jo received a 

framed picture and retirement card 

from the group.  

‘We had a lovely tea,’ Rosie con-

firmed, ‘with everything we could 

wish for - and the weather stayed 

dry! It was very well-attended.’ 

Oasis (our group for older people) has 

continued in different forms during 

the pandemic, with Julie in active con-

tact with everyone. But after the last 

year and a half, this was a very spe-

cial treat. 

If you would like to know more, 

please contact Julie on 01730 269160 
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Ruth Firth was one of those signed up for 

the morning session with coffee and pas-

tries. ‘I walked into the garden and it just 

blew me away,’ she remembers. ‘It was 

beautifully laid out with the food under the 

awning, coffee on the terrace and tables 

laid out. It looked stunning. I saw various 

different people to chat to and also met a 

lovely new couple who’ve joined us during 

the pandemic. There was a lovely atmos-

phere, very relaxed. I really enjoyed it!’ 

A finger buffet lunch followed in the middle 

of the day. ‘It’s so lovely to actually see  

people - not just as faces on the screen!’ 

said Ingrid Horne. Judging by all the happy 

conversations, as people moved from one 

group to another, that was true for most of 

them. 

The afternoon tea had been the most popu-

lar option. Among those lucky enough to 

book a place were John and Alynne Dunt. 

‘Richard greeted us all on the steps,’ ex-

plained Alynne, ‘and there was fruit punch           

or Pimm’s and a lovely selection of sand-

wiches, cream tea and cakes.’ 

    In an English Country Garden ...  

   pictures are from the buffet lunch 

Husband John agreed: ‘It was an excellent  

tea party. And a very, very good occasion. Richard and Jo have done  

so much to the vicarage garden, it’s a pity they have to leave it.’  

That thought was uppermost in John’s mind as he reflected on the 

end of an era: ‘It’s sad to see them go.’  

Summing it up, Alynne commented, ‘We chatted to everyone. It was 

a lovely occasion, but it was sad to know it was the last chance for us 

all to be together with Richard and Jo.’  

The vicarage garden, lovingly tended by Jo since her arrival at Sheet, was the perfect setting  

for the parties on Saturday 26th June. 

                ‘country garden’ flowers decorated the tables 
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  ****** STAR PAGE******    

       The monthly page fo r The Ark,  SMART  and  Young-at-Heart.   

             Getting the Message! 

This was the code challenge Richard and Jo set at their farewell 

garden party: ’reading’ the sailing flags strung from tree to tree. 

The different designs stand for letters and numbers, so people 

can send messages to one another at sea.  

The Bible has all kinds of pictures to help us understand its mes-

sage. Here are just a couple of them, both related in one way or 

another to the sea! 

  

 

 

 

 

SALT is a picture of God the Holy Spirit and the  

presence of God in us.  

Salt is tasty and it stops food going rotten, so it’s a 

good picture of God’s influence in our lives. Jesus says we should be like salt in the world as well 

(Matthew 5:13). The children of Israel had to salt their offerings as a sign of God’s promise to them and 

their promise to him (Leviticus 2:13). When the temple was being rebuilt, there was a list of maximum 

amounts of silver, wheat, oil etc they would need - and then at the end of list, it says ‘and unlimited 

quantities of salt’! (Ezra 7:22) You cannot have enough of God’s presence! 

ROCK is a picture of God’s strength and reliability. It’s solid and 

it will take our weight. You can build your life on God’s truth.  

Jesus told that story about someone building his house on rock. It 

survives a storm and it’s a safe place to live. That’s how it is if we 

believe what Jesus says and act on it (Matthew 7:24).  

The Bible songbook loves this picture. Here’s one example: ‘The 

Lord is my rock… my strength in whom I will trust.’ (Psalm 18:2) 
Years ago, a minister in Somerset was out walking when there 

was a terrible thunderstorm. He managed to shelter in a cleft in the rock - an opening big enough for 

him to stand in, safe from the rain. He thanked God for the shelter - and went home and wrote a hymn 

that became very famous: ‘Rock of ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in thee.’  

Our God the Rock can keep us safe in the storms of life, whenever we feel afraid or in need of comfort.  
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   Staying Connected    
We have decided to continue with our current pattern 

of online and in-church services until we can stream 

worship from church.  It’s possible that Covid re-

strictions will be lifted in July, but there are good rea-

sons not to rush back to ‘normal’.  

First of all, there may be regulars who are initially hesi-

tant about returning to church with fewer safety 

measures in place. Secondly, we have an online congre-

gation now - some people known to us and others join-

ing anonymously. For the sake of both these groups,  

we don’t want to stop online services before we are 

ready to stream services from the building.  

Church members have been donating to the cost of the 

new technology and it is still possible to do so. Please 

contact Philip Poulter on giving@sheet.church  

   StMM Festival  2021 
Because of current regulations, we 

are unable to have a mass outdoor 

gathering for our Festival service 

on 18th July, but we will nonethe-

less be in festive mood at both The 

8 O’Clock Service in church and at 

the online YouTube service premi-

ering at 10.00am. The theme will be ‘Celebration’.  

St Mary Magdalen’s actual feast day is 22nd July.  

          SMART Camp 
Youth Worker David Loveless and his team of volun-

teers are busy planning this year’s Camp, which will 

take place a week later than usual, over the weekend 

of 23rd - 25th July.  (Different rules apply to activities 

with young people.)  

  Summer Sundays 2021 
Our theme for Summer Sundays this year is ‘God at 

Work’, drawing on striking biblical examples of the way 

that God can break into human lives for the good.  

       The Way Ahead 
At a special meeting of the church council (PCC) on 

Monday 28th June, members commissioned a small 

group to begin drafting the Parish Profile which we 

shall need to provide to those interested in becoming 

our next vicar. We are keen to make progress without 

unnecessary delay, as encouraged by Acting Archdea-

con Rev Will Hughes. The small group so far includes 

Jenny Parkes, David Loveless and Chair Bob Slade. One 

or two others will be invited to join them. Once the ini-

tial draft is ready, the churchwardens and other PCC 

members will be able to give feedback and make sug-

gestions until the Profile is ready for publication. Please 

pray for the group as it starts work on behalf of us all 

and ask any PCC member if you have any questions. 

   A Question of Identity 
In the online service on 27th June, 

Ann Edmunds showed us a dented 

can with no label (left). The outside 

was not at all promising and gave no 

clue about the identity of the con-

tents. What could it be? After all, 

the inside is what’s important! It 

turned out to be a tin of delicious 

mango slices (right).  

Ann made the point that our identi-

ty is in Christ—and that it’s what’s 

inside us that matters.  

mailto:giving@sheet.church
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Services for July/August 2021 
The main Sunday Services are posted online for 10 O’Clock 

and are available to watch for 14 days 

Go to www.sheet.church/youtube 

                

 

NewSheet is free, but a donation of 20p per printed copy would cover basic costs. To receive NewSheet in full colour (at no cost to the church) join the church email list at 

admin@sheet.church or click on ‘Magazine’ on our home page at www.sheeet.church Feedback, letters and contributions are welcome. Please deliver to 

newsheet@sheet.church or to the Parish Office. Material for publication will be edited as necessary. Copy date for the SEPTEMBER  issue is Wed 25th August.                                                                         

Editor: Linda Clist 01730 262312   

Vicar      We are currently in vacancy           Hon Clergy       Rev Mick Micklethwaite  893303    &   Rev Andy Edmunds 077 153 77225                                                         

Youth Worker  David Loveless   07480051663    david@sheet.church              Lay Ministers  Linda Clist 262312 & Bob Slade 269160                                       

Churchwardens  Karen Glanville & Phil Taylor    churchwardens@sheet.church        Seniors Chaplain / Pastoral Co-ordr  Julie Slade 269160                                 

Parish Administrator  Rebecca Whelan  302695         admin@sheet.church                 Parish Office 2 Pulens Lane, open Wed - Fri mornings 

         Details from Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade on 269160   

  An Informal ‘Oasis’ service will take place at  

   The Half Moon at 3.00pm  on Thursday 8th July  

  Oasis will take a break in late July.  

                           The August programme is pending, as we wait 

                                    for the latest Covid announcements. 

  Monday   5th July 
  7.30pm   Online  
                  Prayer  
Zoom meeting 
ID: 939 3045 2726 
password: prayermeet 

Sunday  4  Bringing God’s love through acts of 

                  service 

8am       Said Communion in church** 

9.45am   Said Communion in church**                   

10am      Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

  

Sunday  11  Living out our calling in our  

                     everyday lives 

8am      Said Communion in church** 

10am     Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

Sunday  18  St Mary Magdalen Festival  

                    ‘Celebration!’  

8am      Said Communion in church** 

10am     Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

Sunday  25  God Calling and Enabling Us 

8am      Said Communion in church** 

10am     Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

Sunday  1 August  God Changing Us 

8am       Said Communion in church** 

9.45am   Said Communion in church**                   

10am      Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

Sunday  8  God Forgiving Us 

8am      Said Communion in church** 

10am     Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

Sunday  15  God Answering our Prayers  

8am      Said Communion in church** 

10am     Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

Sunday  22  God Loving & Healing Us   

8am      Said Communion in church** 

10am     Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

 

Sunday  29  God Teaching Us 

8am      Said Communion in church** 

10am     Online Worship followed by Zoom coffee 

 

 

Wednesdays   July 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th & August 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th        

                                                                               9.30am       Said Communion in church** 

** To attend any service in church, please pre-book your place  

 either: 1)  online at www.sheet.church/booking  (opens a week before the service and  

                  closes ten hours before) 

    or:   2)  by phoning Julie Slade on 01730 269160 (ideally 8 days before the service).   

Please ensure you are wearing a face covering (unless you have an exemption).  

Thank-you so much. 

Summer Sundays 2021    ‘ God At Work’ 

http://www.sheet.church/youtube
http://www.sheet.church
http://www.sheet.church/booking

