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on the TV screen 

   Getting Back Together 
At last! Over the summer, we have carefully be-

gun the process of increasing numbers at ser-

vices and bringing back activities that have been 

online. Anne and James were able to invite a 

good number to their August wedding (below) 

and the SMART Summer camp (below right) actu-

ally happened in person!       See inside for more.. 

12th September sees our 10 O’Clock Service back in church, 

live-streamed for those who wish to worship at home.  
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      Bob & Julie Slade (Lay Minister & Seniors Chaplain) consider what this stage in the pandemic means for us all…. 

Moving from phase to phase in response to the impact of Covid-19, we continue 

to live in troubling times, wondering how much we should mix with one another.  

Part of the initial Covid response was an instruction that isolated us, other than 

from the people with whom we were living.  For a society so used to the im-

portance of social interaction, this isolation led to new challenges and, perhaps 

for many, to consideration of just what is important in life.  Whatever our very 

human deliberations, God has been with us throughout.  

 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.   (Psalm 46:1)                                                                                         

Occasional isolation is known to have spiritual benefits, such as more opportunity 

for personal prayer and more time to consider what God may be saying to us as 

individuals, but God often uses other people and situations to reveal Himself to 

us, just as He used Moses to reveal Himself to the Israelites. Extended periods of 

isolation may well have been denying us, to varying extents, the benefits of seeing 

God in and through each other, of Christian fellowship, of mutual encouragement 

in Christian living, and of caring closely for one another.  

Creative ways of maintaining fellowship at a distance have emerged, including Zoom video 

calls, phone calls and phone conferences (particularly for older people), meeting at opposite 

ends of a pathway or meeting outside the home, perhaps for a walk.   A characteristic of 

those ways is, nonetheless, that people have typically only truly interacted in small numbers; 

YouTube Church services and virtual Church meetings have not provided person-to-person 

fellowship of the type that we had previously. 

We are now in a phase where prudent interaction need not be limited, other than by our 

continuing concern to protect personal safety, both our own and that of others.  We can 

choose to meet in and around church premises (and elsewhere) in larger numbers and we 

will be recommencing regular Sunday 10 O’Clock Services in St Mary Magdalen Church on 

September 12th.  Some of us may well continue to join Church services in our homes (the 10am services will be 

streamed on the internet). The whole Church can join together in prayer and worship, both in church and at home.  

Wherever we are ‘being Church’, at St Mary’s, at home or in the pub (that is, after all, where our Oasis congregation 

meets), now is a time for each of us to consider how we can strengthen fellowship, how we can be in contact with 

each other (face to face or continuing with new creative ways) and how we can follow Christ’s instruction to love 

one another.  

Now is a time to seek and renew fellowship in a manner suited to our 

own individual circumstances and to the choices that we each currently 

are able to make. 

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who 

promised is faithful.  And let us consider how we may spur one 

another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting 

together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one 

another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.   

                                                                                  (Hebrews 10:23-25) 

http://faithisland.org/faith/how-god-uses-ordinary-people-to-do-his-work/


3 

After restrictions for wedding and 
funerals eased, it was a joy to 
have two busy August weddings.  
Anne and James (left) were regu-
lar worshippers at Sheet before 
the pandemic. Vergers Rebecca 
and Shaun Whelan report: 

‘It was such a lovely wedding and the couple were so 
happy - it was also the first wedding in more normal cir-
cumstances. Several St.MM members were also delight-
ed to take part, with 2 vergers, 5 choir members, Hilmar 
on the trumpet and Mick officiating. What’s more, after 
many wet days, the sun shone gloriously!’ 

                And what next? 
The congregation has responded magnificently to the 
appeal to fund streaming equipment for main services 
from mid-September. Donations Co-ordinator Philip 
Poulter reports that ‘a wonderful £7,095’ has been giv-
en. The Friends to Sheet Church have generously paid 
for a new projector and broadband was installed on 
1st September. Particular thanks go to Hilmar Hauer, 
Phil Taylor and Shaun Whelan  for all the hours devot-
ed to setting up the new system. Live services will obvi-
ously feel rather different from the pre-recorded ones 
and we will be relying again on our skilled tech teams.  

 

 Summer Screen Shots 

Rev Andy Edmunds (above) and Lay Minister Bob Slade (above right) gave us varied backgrounds  

leading worship this summer. Most service recordings came from people’s homes, with clarinetist Chris 

Grayson often playing outside in his garden, to the delight of his neighbours! 

In the final August service, Youth Worker David Loveless illustrated some of the ways God teaches us with 

a fast-moving set of clips showing, among others, seeing images, listening, reading and making things... 

While unable to sing together in person, 

it has been a joy to have music and 

singing in our recorded services.  
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  ‘Confront Poverty,  

        Create Potential’ 
 
Our summer sermon series was entitled ‘God at Work’. On 22nd August, our focus was on God loving and heal-
ing us. Before Andy Edmunds’ sermon, his wife Ann (above) gave a moving account of her work at the small 
Christian charity Links International.  Its vision can be summed up as ‘Confront poverty, Create potential’.  

As a former nurse and health visitor, Ann is a valuable member of the 
team focused on improving health in communities lacking even some of 
the most basic facilities. Over the years, Links International has provided 
training which is open to whole communities and particularly aimed at a 
core team of committed voluntary healthcare workers. This programme 
has been truly transformational. It’s called SHINE, as it includes Sanita-
tion, Hygiene, Immunisation, Nutrition and Empowerment. The usual 

pattern is to make five training trips over a two-year period, resulting not just in healthier communities, but 
also groups able to develop their own strategies for the future and to pass on their knowledge to others.  
 

You can see Ann on a previous trip to train 
people in this picture (left).  
Training during the pandemic has had to be 
over the internet, which is naturally very 
much harder and more tiring for all con-
cerned.  
Nonetheless, Ann has continued to do this 
vital work, even though restricted to home 
working most of the time.  

 

Another Links programme offers loans to people wishing to 
set up small businesses with support from trainers and good 
local administrators (see right and below right).  When a loan 
is repaid, the money is offered to someone else, spreading 
relief from poverty - and also dignity -  to more individuals and 
families.  
 
All Links initiatives aim to empower local people and this is 
especially relevant to its leadership training, focused on com-
munity, education and church leaders. Another focus is the 
provision of courses about enhancing marriage relationships.  
 
There are also important campaigns tackling wider national 
and international issues, such as corruption, injustice, slavery 
and people trafficking, which have such a terrible effect on the 
poorest people in the world.   

Links works across the globe and you can find out more about 
their beliefs and activities, or donate to the cause, by going to 
linksinternational.org.uk 

linksinternational.org.uk


5 

  Fond Farewells 
In July, we had two services, one in church and one at The 

Oaks, for our good friend Sylvia Parnell. Sylvia was a long-

standing member of the church family and had served in 

many roles over the years.   

Most recently, she had been a prominent member of the Oasis group, leading  

table discussions at Thursday afternoon services. Her impressive craft skills also 

came in useful on many occasions.  

Sylvia’s family were delighted with Wendy Rogers’ floral arrangements, which 

they left in the church for us all to enjoy. While numbers at the services were sad-

ly restricted, several church members were able to attend for part of the after-

noon, including refreshments in Sylvia and John’s beautiful garden.   

Please note:  

our Oasis services for older 

people are no longer re-

stricted in number, so do 

feel free to come along or 

find out more from Seniors 

Chaplain Julie Slade (see 

details on page 8).  

 Our friend and former church-

warden  

Joan Barber had to have a 

small family funeral in the 

Spring, but we are holding a  

Thanksgiving Service 
for her life  

at St Mary Magdalen  

at 3.00pm on Wednesday, 

22nd September 2021. 

Do come and join us.  

5th September is ‘Climate 

Sunday’ and we will begin 

our new series on ‘Caring 

and Sharing’ with the theme 

of Caring for Creation. 

Please be praying for the  

COP26 conference in Glas-

gow in November, chaired by 

the UK. COP stands for 

‘Conference of the Parties’ 

and this year’s is the 26th UN 

Conference on climate 

change, an increasingly im-

portant opportunity for the 

nations of the world to act.  
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    ****** STAR PAGE******    

        The monthly page fo r The Ark,  SMART  and  Young-at-Heart.   

gether, but the weather was ‘mixed’. 

Nonetheless, a good time was had by all!  

    There was the usual mix of worship,  

    teaching, games, sharing food and taking  

    the chance to relax together.  As always,  

    David and the young people are immense- 

    ly grateful to their wonderful team of   

    leaders and to hosts Mick and Amanda.  

The Ark, Smart, Upper Room and 

Costa drop-in were all back in action 

in person before the summer break 

and are looking forward to resuming 

from 12th September.  

In July, visitors to church were wel-

comed by the Ark’s soldier (left) 

modelling the Armour of God (see 

Ephesians 6). The friendly warrior on 

the right was fastened to the lectern 

with a rich display of Bible verses. 

The Ark had thoroughly enjoyed 

learning about the armour and treat-

ed the church to a recording of their 

special armour song, complete with 

vigorous actions! 

Although regular activities took 

a break over the summer holi-

days, there were some special 

events to enjoy.  

The Ark had a great picnic at 

Cloncaird on a lovely summer’s 

day, including a spot of pond-

dipping, as you can see here. 

The Smart Summer Camp was able to go ahead in person  

this year: you can see the colourful array of tents (below rt).  

Rather than meeting on the Festival weekend and joining us       

for the outdoor service as usual, Youth Worker David chose  

the following weekend (not least because our Festival ser- 

vice was online this July). It gave everyone a little longer to-
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From 12th September…….            

                       

 

 

 

 

?? Will there still be some restrictions?? 

We are aiming to use alternate pews (for a household  

or bubble) to allow distancing. Masks are recommend-

ed, for the safety of others. We are also expected to  

sign in or use the NHS App for Track & Trace.  

?? Do I need to book a place?? 

There will be no need to book.  

?? Will it be safe to take Communion?? 

We will receive wafer and wine in the pew and use  

individual glasses rather than a shared cup.  

?? What about our children and young people?? 

For this term, they will meet in their groups in the  

Village Hall without starting in church. 

?? What about singing?? 

We shall be singing again! It is important to wear a mask 

for this and Bob and Julie report that it works remarka-

bly well. They did it at Keswick and singing together, 

even with masks, was ‘really wonderful’. 

?? Are there any changes to our service pattern?? 

We’re suspending both 10 O’Clock Together and Healing 

services this term, as we get used to meeting again.  

?? Will there be coffee?? 

Sadly, there will be no coffee for the moment, either on 

Zoom or in person. We hope people will gather safely 

outside church to chat. 

?? What happens if I still want to worship at home?? 

Our 10 O’Clock Service will be live-streamed for you and 

the recording will stay on YouTube for two weeks.   

?? When will all this be reviewed?? 

We will review our progress in October. Of course, gov-

ernment changes could affect our plans at any stage.  

?? Isn’t all this really complicated?? 

Yes indeed, but we are aiming to move forward cau-

tiously and sensibly, balancing everyone’s needs and 

enabling us to worship together without harm. Live-

streaming may have some teething troubles and we 

hope everyone will be patient until things settle down! 

 

The Church Council (PCC), chaired by warden Phil Taylor, 

will be meeting for a special day together to discuss the 

‘Parish Profile’, the presentation to those interested in 

applying to be our next vicar. A small group, chaired by 

Bob Slade, has already done valuable work on this and 

will lead our discussions on the day. Please pray for this 

vital next step in St Mary Magdalen’s development as 

the Profile is redrafted in the coming weeks.  

============================================= 

Newcomers’ Tea  
Saturday, 16th October,  

3.00pm - 5.00pm at Cloncaird  

We have been delighted to wel-

come new people to Sheet Church 

over the last couple of years, especially considering the 

complications of the last 18 months. Anyone who has 

joined us since the last Newcomers’ Tea should receive 

an invitation, but if you do not, please contact the office 

so that you don’t miss out (see page 8). All ages are wel-

come. We look forward to seeing you!  

The following day is Harvest Festival at Sheet: 

Sunday 17th October, 8am and 10am. All welcome.  

============================================= 

 

 

 

 

Looking further ahead, the second weekend of half-term 

sees our next youth-led 10 O’Clock Service. Don’t miss it 

on Sunday  31st October.  

 

 

 

 

 

    Away Day Saturday 4th September 

           Parish Profile  Returning to Church for 

 The 10 O’Clock Service  
 Your Questions Answered 

That afternoon is our annual 

Service of Thanksgiving for 

Those who have Died. All 

are welcome to join us at 

3.00pm, whether your loss 

has been recent or long ago. 

Please let the office know if 

you would like the name of a 

loved one read out that day.   
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                  Services for September  

                                     Services for October 
Sunday 3     The 8 O’Clock Service       The 10 O’Clock Service    

Sunday 10         The 8 O’Clock Service BCP     The 10 O’Clock Service  with Communion              

Harvest Sunday 17   The 8 O’Clock Service        The 10 O’Clock Service    

Sunday 24                        The 8 O’Clock Service BCP     The 10 O’Clock Service  with Communion   

Sunday 31   The 8 O’Clock Service       The 10 O’Clock Service (YOUTH-LED)    3pm Bereavement Service  

                

 

 
  

Weddings     

                                                                                                   
James McNEICE & Anne WENNIKE           (14 August)  

Edward RIXON & Laura GREENWOOD     (21 August)                      

                                                                   

                                

Funeral 
                 

 
   

NewSheet is free, but a donation of 20p per copy would cover basic costs. (There’s a slot in the wall near the church door.) To receive  

NewSheet in full colour (at no cost to the church) join the email list at admin@sheet.church or click on ‘Magazine’ on our home page at 

www.sheeet.church  Feedback and contributions welcome. Please deliver to newsheet@sheet.church to the pigeonhole at the back of church or to 

the Parish Office. Material for publication will be edited as necessary. Copy date for OCTOBER issue: Wed 22nd Sept.  Editor: Linda Clist 01730 262312   

Vicar   We are currently in vacancy                Hon Clergy       Rev Mick Micklethwaite  893303   &  Rev Andy Edmunds    077 153 77225                                                        

Youth Worker  David Loveless   07480051663    david@sheet.church              Lay Ministers  Linda Clist 262312 & Bob Slade 269160                                       

Churchwardens  Karen Glanville & Phil Taylor    churchwardens@sheet.church        Seniors Chaplain / Pastoral Co-ordr  Julie Slade 269160                                 

Parish Administrator  Rebecca Whelan  302695         admin@sheet.church                 Parish Office 2 Pulens Lane, open Wed - Fri mornings 

Wednesdays   9.30am    Short Communion                           

      ——————————————    

   Mondays 6th September & 4th October 

        7.30pm   Corporate Parish Prayer  

                              ALL WELCOME  

           Details from Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade      

            for all older people:  service, tea &  

           cake at The Half Moon, Thursdays 

 2.30pm  Sept 9th & 23rd, Oct 14th & 28th  

  

Sunday  5 Caring for Creation 

The 8 O’Clock Service  

Communion                               

Online (YouTube) 10 O’Clock Service  

—————————————————————— 

         from Sunday 12th September 

 

The 10 O’Clock Services will be in person in    

church and also live-streamed on sheet.church/

youtube Recordings will be available for 14 days. 

 

Sunday  12  Caring for Society                      

The 8 O’Clock Service        

BCP Communion  

The 10 O’Clock Service    

with Communion  

 

Sunday 19  Caring for Those in Need                    

The 8 O’Clock Service   

Communion  

The 10 O’Clock Service  

 

Sunday 26  Caring for Ourselves                    

The 8 O’Clock Service   

BCP Communion  

The 10 O’Clock Service  

with Communion 

From the Registers             

  The Ark and Upper Room (catering for all under-18’s) will resume in Sheet 

          Village Hall from 12th September, without coming into church. 

Autumn 2021: ‘Caring & Sharing’ 

In church, masks are recommended but not required, except for singing. 

There is no need to book. We will use every second pew.  

Sylvia PARNELL                (5th July) 

sheet.church/youtube
sheet.church/youtube

