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Welcome to the Annual Report for 2020.

Every effort has been made to include the names of everyone who has a regular active role in the life of
St. Mary Magdalen and these are detailed in the boxes.  Sincere apologies if anyone has been omitted.

It is amazing and humbling how much so many contribute to the life of our church and the following reports
are so interesting and inspiring, I’m sure that you will enjoy reading them as much as I have compiling them.

I would like to thank Linda Clist especially for proof-reading this booklet and her suggestions regarding the
quotations.

Rebecca Whelan   (Parish Administrator)     April 2021
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'All of you are Christ’s body, and each
one is a part of it.’
                                                                      1 Corinthians 12: 27
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Julie has also worked incredibly hard to enable a continued sense of community among  older members of
the church and Oasis. Assisted by Rebecca, those who do not have internet access have been supported
with CDs of the services and printed versions of the Sheet Sheet, sermons and devotional letters. And others
have come forward to offer shopping and prescription collection for those who are self-isolating.

Our online services have been watched by an average of 160 people each week this year with around 55 of
those joining for the premiered service each Sunday. (These numbers are  ‘logins’ – some of them will be
couples or families). Of the 160 we don’t know how many watch the whole service and how many just a few
minutes but this is clearly more than the numbers who attended our services in church before the
pandemic. We want to do what we can to draw people from simply watching, to being part of our community.
We’ve also run weekly Zoom ‘coffee’ after the streamed services on Sunday to help us keep in touch with
each other. An online Alpha has been running and two new Home Groups have formed, with all the existing
groups continuing online as well.
Some things couldn’t happen of course. The Prayer Mission has had to be put on pause and we’ve not been
able to deliver editions of NewSheet around the parish though all editions are available online. The
Women’s Brunch, Evening Celebrations and Together services have paused too.
In terms of our finances we are fortunate that the majority give by standing order and have been able to
continue giving and we are not dependent on income from letting buildings. A very big ‘thank you’ to all
who give and all who have volunteered and gone the extra mile this year. You can read more about what
they have all been doing in the pages of this report.

I’m grateful to the Wardens and Staff Team who have been as supportive as ever. And I’m thrilled that Andy
Edmunds has joined the team during the year.

It has been a huge privilege to be Vicar of St. Mary Magdalen these past eight and a half years. It has been
exciting to see the Lord at work in and through people’s lives and reaching out to the community through
us. Jo and I are very grateful for the love, support and friendship we have received and we look forward to
hearing what the Lord does with you in the future as we
head off into retirement. Thank you for being part of it all.
With love,

Thanks:    For the Lord’s faithfulness and provision for us
                  through the pandemic.
     Pray: That the person of the Lord’s choosing will be
                 called and appointed to lead the church.
     Goal:   That the church will continue to offer heartfelt
                  contemporary and traditional worship and reach out in mission to young and old alike.
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For all of us this has been a year like no other as we have wrestled with the
pandemic. The Staff Team have done an amazing job in adapting to putting online
services together. Hilmar Hauer, our music co-ordinator, has worked incredibly
hard in taking on the work of producing the vast majority of the services and I am
very grateful to him and to the musicians and singers who have learnt the world
of click tracks and recording.

David was quick to move our Youth Work online which was much welcomed by
the young people. Though, in common with many other churches, we saw
numbers attending this reduce as the year progressed. He has organised in-
person meetings when possible. The Ark has moved online and it’s been exciting
to join. When possible sessions have been run in the Village Hall as well.

Staff  Team
Linda Clist (Lay Minister)
Andy Edmunds (Hon Asst Clergy)       new Feb 2021
David Loveless (Youth Worker)
Amanda Micklethwaite (Ark Co-Ordinator)
Mick Micklethwaite (Hon Asst Clergy)
Jo Saunders (Young Families Worker)
Richard Saunders (Vicar of Sheet)
Bob Slade (Lay Minister)
Julie Slade (Pastoral Co-ordinator & Seniors’ Chaplain)
Rebecca Whelan (Parish Administrator)

Richard Saunders  (Vicar of St. Mary Magdalen, Sheet)
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We continue to feel immensely privileged to be serving as churchwardens and contributing to the life of St.
Mary Magdalen. In the last year, whilst we have not been able to all meet together in person on a Sunday
and at other times in the week, we are hugely thankful to the many people who have been working so hard
to produce the excellent online services, enabling us to connect in a new and different way. We have also
enjoyed connecting through Zoom coffee after the services and through Zoom home groups (and give
thanks for the two new home groups which have started this year). And alongside this, it has been
wonderful to see Julie Slade and David Loveless using new creative ways to connect with the older folk and
young people respectively. We would also like to thank our Verger Shaun Whelan for all his hard work in
meticulously cleaning the church and opening it up for private prayer and services when restrictions have
allowed. And finally, we would like to thank our Vicar, Richard. It is a joy and pleasure to work with you and
we are deeply grateful for all your hard work and inspiring leadership during what has been a particularly
challenging and difficult year.

Phil has continued to be Chair of the Fabric Group and you can read his report later in this edition. Karen
has continued to sit on the Finance Group and is very grateful to everyone who contributes to the smooth
running of our Finances. We would particularly like to thank Eric Davies, who stepped down as Chair of the
Finance Group this year, Jed Temple, who has taken on the role of Chair, and Tim Horne, who has taken on
the role of Treasurer.

And as Karen comes to the end of her six(!) year term as Churchwarden she writes ‘I would like to thank
everyone for your support and encouragement over the last six years, especially Phil for being a fantastic
fellow churchwarden the last four years and Richard our Vicar. I have very much enjoyed and had fun
working with you both and will miss it greatly.’

 Thanks: To God for everyone who has played their part in the last year in enabling the life and
                     mission of the church to continue.

Prayer: That once again St. Mary Magdalen will be a place of warmth, welcome and spiritual
                     comfort where people enjoy a sense of togetherness.

       Goal: That as we emerge from COVID restrictions St. Mary Magdalen becomes an even stronger
                     part of the local community.

Churchwardens
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Phil Taylor             &            Karen Glanville  (Churchwardens)

1:01:14
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Worship
Worship Group
The Worship Group has not met during the COVID-19 pandemic, not just because it could not physically
meet but because with the rapid changing of events it made sense to make short term decisions (on-line
worship, small re-introduction to COVID-safe worship and then back to lockdown) and to do so at staff
level.

Our thanks go to Hilmar Hauer,especially who has been not only our music co-ordinator (not a mean
feat during COVID) but has also put our weekly on-line services into a seamless whole for premiering on
Youtube.  Our choir has led us in storming fashion on-line in ways we could not have predicted.  And the
music group under Hilmar’s direction has been inspiring.  Our thanks go to all those taking part, which
has been far more valuable than gold.

It is difficult at the time of writing to predict when we will be back in Church, and what form that will
take.  Obviously our hope is to be back to being as normal as possible in the near future, with Coffee and
natter in the Village Hall as always, but we have to be patient.

We must also thank Heather  for her long-time membership of and dedicated contribution to the group,
but who has decided to stand down.  Also thank you to Shaun Whelan who has kept the church open in
COVID-safety fashion wherever possible.

One thing that has emerged, is the benefit of on-line services, and that we should continue to offer this
beyond the pandemic and into the future.  We do not currently have broadband at the church, but the
cost of this, and the cost of video streaming (cameras etc.) are being investigated by the Fabric and
Standing Committees.

Worship Group
Heather      #
Linda Clist
Eric Davies
Chris Grayson
Hilmar Hauer
Anne Humphries (Secretary)
David Loveless

  Mick Micklethwaite (Chair)
Jenny Parkes
Richard Saunders

# stood down end of 2020
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Mick Micklethwaite (Worship Group Chair)

Thanks:    That we have been able to offer on-line services, for all those
                   involved in their production, and for adapted ways in which we
                   have been able to hold services in church outside of lockdown.

      Prayer:       For a safe return to worshipping together in church.

       Goals: The provision of on-line services in the long-term, and the mission
              opportunities it offers.
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Prayer
Prayer is the air we breathe as individuals and a church. It is how our relationship with God develops
and grows. We listen to him, look for his leading, receive from him, thank him, praise him, bring our
longings to him and ask him to act.  It seems he loves to work in partnership with us.

We pray together in a variety of ways as a church and almost all of these have continued throughout
the year, albeit in online form rather than face-to-face:

● At our weekly services on Wednesdays and Sundays.
● Monthly we meet on the first Monday evening of the month (on Zoom since the

first lockdown). There are generally around 6 of us and we enjoy being in God’s
presence together, worshipping in song, listening to him and asking him to guide
us as a church and to empower us for what he is calling us to.
We pray for specific needs as well.  We would love to welcome more people to this.

● Weekly we meet at 2pm on Wednesdays for half an hour – all are welcome to this.
During the year there have usually been 5 or 6 of us.  We’ve met on Zoom.

● Most of our Home Groups include prayer as part of their time together.
● The Staff Team pray together every Monday morning.
● Our PCC and its subgroups pray as well as discuss when they meet.
● This year, we again partnered with other churches in the town under the PACT umbrella

 to run nine days of prayer from Ascension Day to Pentecost. It was 24/9 prayer with
 someone praying for every hour.  All this was run online with resources for prayer and
a virtual prayer wall where participants could write their own prayers and prophetic
 words and insights.  Over 200 people took part.

All of this helps to develop our relationship with the Lord and to raise the spiritual  temperature
of our lives and of the church.  Thank you to all who have participated during the year.

Thanks: For the privilege we have of communicating with God in prayer both
  individually and corporately

Prayer: For more people to catch the excitement of praying together.

    Goal: For us all to grow in responding to God’s promptings and praying as
               he leads us.

Prayer Contacts
Anne Davidson (Prayer Circle)
Richard Saunders (vicar)

Worship
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Richard Saunders  (Vicar of St. Mary Magdalen, Sheet)

'The apostles ... gathered frequently
 to pray as a group.’
                                                                       Acts 1: 12-14
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Worship
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Music  & Choir
Going into 2020 who would have thought the world would change so dramatically!?
Our lives and our worship have changed significantly during the last 12 months.

Most of you have been observing the great efforts of everyone involved in making our
online and limited in-person services possible. The Lord has called us and given us the
facilities to come together as a church during this challenging time. I pray that we have
been able and will continue to provide heartfelt worship to as many of  you as possible.

With the easing of lockdown restrictions we are contemplating how to move forward with
our online services. These have been well received by some members of the congregation
that cannot easily attend in person (and in fact some regular visitors from far away). We
are exploring various technical solutions that would enable us to live-stream services from
the church in future.

Thanks:  To everyone who has contributed or shown support over the past year.
                Special thanks go to the choir, the musicians and also Jez who has been part of
                the band since our first online service that we recorded on very short notice at

 St. Mary Magdalen back in March 2020.

Prayer:   That we can start meeting again freely as soon as possible and that we will
                be able to move forward as one body in Christ.

  Goal: For effective technical solutions to live-stream our services going forward.

     Hilmar Hauer (Music Co-ordinator)



A Year in the Life of St. Mary Magdalen ~ 2020

We have continued to conduct our worship with songs this year but in a way we simply never dreamed of
when 2020 first began.  Owing to the COVID pandemic and frequent lockdowns, much of our worship has
been streamed online with Hilmar & Laura Hauer beautifully singing the songs while we remote service-
watchers join in from home.   Lizzie Loveless and Olivia Wilkie have also sung for us during Youth-led
services. Thanks to Hilmar’s technical innovation and his and Laura’s musical talents as well as those of Jez
Shipton from Life Church, Chris Grayson, Lizzie & David Loveless, we have enjoyed a treat of musical
montages - with guitar, keyboard, trumpet, clarinet - and even the miracle of Hilmar playing several
instruments simultaneously!

Worship

Hymn/Song Sheets, Copyright & Projector

The projector did not get much of a look in this year because of our streamed online
services.  On the occasions where we could have in-church services, 8 O’Clock
services have no singing anyway. We were only able to have a few  9.45am services
on the first Sundays of the month this year and singing was not permitted because of
the danger of spreading the virus in aerosol droplets. Still grateful thanks are due to
Mark Hellewell and Violet Snell who have projected the liturgy at these few restricted
services.   Sylvia Stuart, however, does continue to keep the projector software
up-to-date with any new songs we sing, so at least we will be shipshape on the day
when we return to the ‘new normal’  of in-church worship in the future!

Thanks:    For technology which helps our church to keep singing!

Prayer:  That  our songs will touch the hearts of all who see our online services.

     Goal:   That  our online songs will continue to enhance our worship and closeness to God.

       Rebecca Whelan (Parish Administrator)

We have sung fewer songs than usual during 2020, averaging 3 per week. We sang 8
new hymns and we also sang 52 hymns more than once.  The two most popular hymns
were: Bless The Lord/10,000 Reasons by Matt Redman (a perennial favourite!) and You
Were the Word at the Beginning/What a Beautiful Name it is by Ben Patten which were
both sung 6 times.  Other popular hymns were: Build Your Kingdom Here/Come Set
Your Rule & Reign by Gareth Gilkeson (Rend Collective); It’s Falling From the
Clouds/Cannons by Paul Wickham; Strength Will Rise as We WaiUpon the
Lord/Everlasting God by Brenton Brown & Ken Riley and You Unravel Me/I’m No Longer
a Slave to Fear by Jonathan Helser, Joel Case & Brian Johnson

  which were all sung 5 times.

Many hymns/songs are copyright and we need to have a licence to
reproduce them.  A record of what we sing is kept and a report is sent to
the copyright licensing people CCLI (Christian Copyright Licensing
International) each year. The total number of different hymns/songs sung
in 2020 was 116. Of this number 43 were in the Public Domain and 73 were
Copyright.  CCLI‘s updated reporting software  for recording the songs is
very user friendly now and I am able to enter the statistics on a weekly basis.
Over the past year we have reported our song usage for Digital as well as
under a new category Record/Stream because of our online services.

Song sheets for the Sunday services are emailed each week along with the weekly pewsheets for
parishioners to print off at home if they wish, while Hilmar employs some more technical wizardry,
cleverly displaying the words to the songs each week along a banner at the foot of the screen as our
online services are streamed.

6
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Rotas - A Testament to How Much People Do!
As Parish Administrator, I realise how blessed we are with so many being prepared to contribute to the life
and services at St. Mary Magdalen. Until March 2020 our services every Sunday were as follows: the 10
O’Clock Service (1st Sunday), 10 O’Clock Service - Communion (2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays), the 10 O’Clock Together
(TOCT) Service (3rd Sunday) and the 8 O’Clock Services - Communion CW/BCP.  Never in a million years did
we anticipate that a global pandemic was about to strike and by the end of March we found ourselves in a
national ‘lockdown’ unable to enjoy services in church. Immediately Richard, our vicar and the Staff Team
sprang into action and together in no time, with thanks to Hilmar Hauer’s technical ‘know how’, our Sunday
services were able to go online. A number of people in our church community have given Zoom interviews
over the months for these services and have done readings and prayers.   Many thanks to all of them !

By August as Lockdown 1 relaxed, we were able to offer restricted services once again. In order to provide
a COVID-safe environment for our worship, the church capacity is now limited to the leader plus 10 pews
and 4 additional seats in the Chancel and attendance has to be booked in advance.
The new service line-up is:  10am streamed service; 8am service in church; 1st Sunday
of the month - 9.45am service in church and Wednesday 9.30am Communion in church.

For the rest of 2020, in-church services were also cancelled throughout the whole of
November during Lockdown 2 but joyfully we were able to resume in-church services
throughout December once more including 2 Christmas Eve ‘Midnight services’ at
9.30pm and 11.30pm respectively.

As previously, rotas are distributed electronically in .PDF format  as well as shared  in
Google Doc format which enables people to dynamically keep track of any changes.

Thanks:  We are very grateful to those who have taken on duties for in-church
                services during this difficult year of years!

Prayer: That folk will want to return to in-church services.

    Goal: That we may be allowed full-house services soon!

Intercessors
Peter  @
Hilary Bonney
Keith Doyle
Ros Draper @
Eric Davies
Peter Gaut #
Karen Glanville
Chris Grayson
Sarah Hunt @
Angela Kendall @
Barbara Mace
Jenny Parkes @
Jo Saunders
Bob Slade @
Rebecca Whelan @
Stafford Whelan @
Paula Wigley @

Bible Readers
Bill Ashcroft @
Heather  @
Peter  @
Hilary Bonney
Peter Clist
Valerie Connor @
Anne Davidson  @
Jeannine Davies
Ros Draper @
Ruth Firth
Karen Glanville @
Eric Gorvin
Glenda Grayson
Ingrid Horne
Tim Horne
Anne Humphries
Sarah Hunt @
Shirley Kail @
Angela Kendall
Lizzie Loveless
Angus McAllister
Oenone McKellar
Jenny Parkes @
Roger Parkes
Andrew Penfold
Sophie Penfold @
Juanita Pertwee @
Sarah Reed @
Jo Saunders
Bob Slade
Julie Slade @
Phil Taylor @
Rosemary Underwood
Shaun Whelan @
Paula Wigley @
David Williams

# stood down in 2020
@ served during COVID-
secure in-church services

Welcomers
Bill Ashcroft @
Hilary Bonney
Dave Castle (occasional)
Peter Clist*(co-ordinator)#
Valerie Connor @
Alison Farago  #
Stephen Farago #
Ruth Firth
Christine Gaut #
Peter Gaut * #
Eric Gorvin
Lynn Hellewell  @
Mark Hellewell *
Anne Humphries *
Shirley Kail @
Jenny Parkes @
Juanita Pertwee @
Sarah Reed @
Bob Slade *
Julie Slade @
Rebecca Whelan @
Shaun Whelan  @

Sacristy and Servers
Valerie Connor @
Glenda Grayson
Juanita Pertwee @
Sarah Reed  @
Rosemary Underwood
Mark Watts
Paula Wigley @

Worship

Projectionists
Natalie Bosch
Wes Childs (break)
Mark Hellewell @
David Loveless @
Ashleigh McAllister
Violet Snell @
Jan Stuart
Sylvia Stuart

[Wed]

[Wed]

Administrants
Heather  * @
Peter  *  @
Hilary Bonney
Dave Castle *
Linda Clist  @
Alexander Heywood
Oenone McKellar *
Anne Davidson
David Loveless
Lizzie Loveless
Jenny Parkes  @
Jo Saunders
Bob Slade
Julie Slade *
Phil Taylor  @
Mark Watts

Rebecca Whelan ® @
Paula Wigley @
Debbie Williams  @

*     Take Communion
        to Homes as well
®     Reserve

 Wed Communion

    Rebecca Whelan
(Parish Administrator)
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Missions Group
The Missions Group promotes awareness of the Church as a sign of God’s presence and love and encourag-
es support of organisations and individuals, working with mission and personal support organisations and
so fulfilling their callings locally, nationally and overseas.  The group assists the incumbent in raising
awareness of missions and outreach, makes recommendations to PCC about spending the missions budg-
ets (10% of undesignated and unrestricted giving to the Church), and also recommends special collections
for home and overseas organisations.
Organisations are supported in their kingdom growing work both by a monthly prayer cycle and financially.
In 2020, organisations supported financially (to a total of £12,400) were:
o Acorn Christian Healing  Healing and wholeness mission and training in our area

https://acornchristian.org/
o A Rocha International    Christian environmental and nature concern worldwide

https://www.arocha.org/en/
o Bible Society  Circulating scriptures worldwide and promoting their use

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/
o Home-start Butser  Supporting challenged families in our area

https://homestart-butser.org.uk/
o In Ministry to Children Working with disadvantaged children and families in Colombia

https://www.inministrytochildren.org/
o International Justice Mission   Partnering to help victims of violence and exploitation

https://www.ijmuk.org/
o Mr Jack Cross Expenses while serving in Youth with a Mission (LA base)

https://ywam.org/
o The King’s Arms Project  Ministering to local youth on behalf of local Christians

https://www.thekingsarms.org.uk/
Please visit the websites given above for information to support your prayer for some or all of these
Church-supported partner organisations.
Church members and groups are invited to suggest possible new partners from 2021.
Other support has been provided by special collections and donations, including to: NATIONAL – the
Children’s Society; LOCAL - the PACT Petersfield Food Bank (throughout the year), the Roberts Centre
(Portsmouth, a family centre in a challenged area) at Harvest and at Christmas, and Stonepillow (Chichester,
works with the disadvantaged) at Harvest.

Thanks:  For the generous resources God enables for our missions support work,  and for the generosity
                 of many in prayer, in giving and in time.
Prayer: - The many Church members who personally are involved and support a range of outreach
                and mission organisations. Please pray in support of their personal service and giving.
              - The Church’s response to Christ’s challenge to serve, internally and in outreach and mission.
              - The organisations that we support as a Church (see above).
   Goal: To continue to serve the Church in its response to its calling to mission,
                 seeking  to serve God and His children.

Outreach & Mission

Violet Snell
Ken Tottle
Olivia Tottle

 Missions Group
  Abbi Childs
  Angela Kendall
 Amanda Micklethwaite

  Bob Slade (Chair)

Ex-officio
Peter Gaut (Treasurer) #
Tim Horne (Treasurer)   new
Richard Saunders (Vicar)

# stood down 2020
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Bob Slade
(Missions Group Chair)
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Outreach & Mission

Alpha
We ran one Alpha group during the year.  It started in January meeting at the Vicarage with about
a dozen people.  Some of these were couples who planned to marry at Sheet. Some of them didn’t
attend church at all. But people experienced God’s presence and faith grew as people opened their
lives to Jesus.  The last couple of sessions were held online during the first lockdown.

We started our first all online Alpha in January 2021 with half a dozen people.  Several of them were
only there because it was online.  One older person who wouldn’t have wanted to come out in the
evening was happy to join on Zoom and we had two people from other parts of the country, one of
whom had been joining our streamed services from the start of the first lockdown.

Thanks: For all those who are growing in faith and experience of God.

Prayer:  For more people to come to faith in Jesus and start living as his followers.

    Goal:  To be a church which regularly sees people coming to know Jesus because
                           of our life and witness.

Richard Saunders  (Vicar of St. Mary Magdalen, Sheet)
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'In this powerful way, the word of the
Lord kept spreading and growing stronger.’

Acts 19: 20
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Psalm  136 v 26
Things have been very different this last year, with limited contact in person, but people
have found many and varied ways to stay in touch and to support each other, to show God’s
steadfast love for us all.  We have seen this in many ways throughout the Church and here
are just some of them :-

Pastoral   Team
  Dave Castle
  Anne Davidson
  Ruth Markby
  Jo Saunders
  Richard Saunders
  Julie Slade (co-ordinator)
  Ruth Snelson (new)

The Pastoral Team
The Pastoral Team has been delighted to welcome a new team member, Ruth
Snelson, who joined us during the last 12 months. Along with many people in
the church, we have mostly been keeping in touch with people by phone. We
have also been able to meet with one other person outside and so have been
able to listen and walk alongside some people on their faith journey.  Between
lockdowns we were able to visit people in their gardens and some of them
were also able to receive communion.

A group of volunteers have also done shopping and collected prescriptions
etc. as needed, as well as many helping their neighbours.

 Pastoral

Thank you to all of the Pastoral Team, for all the varied ways they have stayed connected with people
during this time and for all the encouragement they have brought them.

                                           Chaplaincy Teams
Downs House
Justin Barber (quizzes on Saturdays)
Angela Kendall

. Oenone McKellar
Vicki Ostersen
Julie Slade

Ramscote
Dave Castle
Keith Doyle
Oenone McKellar
Julie Slade

Steep House
Heather
Peter
Rosie Jay
Oenone McKellar
Brenda Walker
Paula Wigley

10

The Chaplaincy Team
During the last year we have not been able to visit the care homes in person, but we have kept in contact
with them through staff.  Each month we speak with those running the homes; we have been asking how
we can pray for them and this is then passed on to the team that normally visits that home, so that they
can all pray. We also take the homes a monthly thought and prayer for all those residents who come to
the services {assisted currently by home staff}.  Residents have been listening to some of our online
services. Each home received a large fabric Advent calendar, with a daily discussion question, a thought
and prayer and of course some chocolate.  Other input included Lord’s Prayer bracelets for the residents,
along with several other activities.  We have also taken in prayers etc. for the staff to use with the
residents on different occasions, as required.

When restrictions were eased between lockdowns, we were able to take communion to residents in
Ramscote.

Thank you to all who are part of the  Chaplaincy teams, and especially for praying for the care homes
during this difficult  time.

contd …
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'The righteous ... are like trees plant-
ed in the house of the Lord ... that
still bear fruit in old age and are
always green and strong.’ Psalm 92: 12-14

Pastoral

OASIS
From March 2020  the health emergency prevented gatherings inside the Half Moon,  so new ways
were found to keep in touch with everyone:

During the Summer and early Autumn, ‘groups of 6’ met in the garden of the Half Moon,
with a thought and prayers and some safe activities, followed by tea and scones.
During the whole year, printed thoughts and prayers were dropped in twice a month to
everyone, and there have been many socially distanced conversations from the end of the
garden path.
Small groups have also come together for informal telephone conferences, to keep in
touch with each other.
We marked special occasions: Armistice Day, with edible poppies on cupcakes; Christmas,
with knitted angels; Christingles at home. All of these were celebrated simultaneously by
members with cups of tea in their own homes.  ‘Holiday at Home’ this year arrived in a bag
delivered to each person’s home.
Sound CDs of online Church services were made available to those with no computer ac-
cess.

Thank you to everyone who has helped with so many deliveries and for all those keeping in touch
by phone, and for praying.

Thanks:  For so many who have been kept safe during the pandemic (not forgetting to pray
                for the many families who have lost loved ones).

Prayer:  That people will know God’s presence and peace during this time.

   Goal:   To show God’s love to all people, their families and their carers.

Julie Slade (Seniors’ Chaplain; Pastoral & Chaplaincy Teams Co-ordinator)
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Bereavement Visitors
Although we have not visited anyone this year we are still available to offer support
to those who have been recently bereaved.

Prayer Ministry
Prayer embraces and is the foundation of our faith journey.  It helps us discern what God is asking of us
and the way in which we respond as individuals in our everyday lives and as church in the things we do
together: our worship, in caring for one another, Home Groups, prayer triplets, the Prayer Circle,
prayer on the first Monday evening of the month and weekly on Wednesday afternoons and so much
more which have been continuing, albeit virtually.

Prayer is a conversation between us and God. He listens as we speak and we listen as he speaks.  At
times God may seem distant and we feel we can’t pray or need others to pray with and for us.  Sadly
this year prayer offered at ‘The Ministry of Healing and Wholeness’, during the Holy Communion serv-
ice and face-to-face Prayer Ministry after the 10 O’Clock Service, has had to be postponed due to COV-
ID.  However we have been offering prayer by telephone for an hour after the streamed 10 O’Clock
service. Prayer may not only be for a physical need but for emotional and spirit-
ual
healing as well. The team is experienced and trained in a variety of ways

As we pray and become aware of God’s peace and presence we know that he
is meeting with us at our point of need. Praying for one another is at the
heart of all we do in Jesus’ name.

Thank you to the Prayer Ministry Team for their commitment and gift, and to
those of you who take what may be a difficult step of faith to ask for prayer.

Prayer Circle
The Prayer Circle is a small group of people linked by email who are commit-
ted to praying for someone in need.  The contact for this is Anne Davidson:
annedavidson99@gmail.com .

Thanks:  To God that he is walking with us through these challenging
                 and frightening times and that our hope is in him.

      Prayer:   For a deepening relationship with God.

   Goal:    That by praying with and for one another we can experience
                 God meeting and ministering to us as we bring our prayers to him.

Anne Davidson (Bereavement Visitors’ Co-ordinator)

Pastoral

Anne Davidson (Prayer Ministry Team Co-ordinator)

Prayer Ministry Team
Heather
Peter
Hilary Bonney
Anne Davidson
Keith Doyle
Christine Gaut #
Peter Gaut #
Jane Hoolahan
Angela Kendall
Ruth Markby
Jo Saunders
Bob Slade
Julie Slade
Violet Snell

# stood down in 2020
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Thanks: For the courage of those who are grieving in being able to share
                their emotional journey with us and to the team for their gift         of empathic listening
                and sensitivity.

Prayer:   That each person we visit will know the comfort of a loving God
    who promises eternal life.

   Goal:   To continue to reach out with God’s love to the bereaved.

Bereavement Visitors’ Team
 Anne Davidson (co-ordinator)
 Barbara Mace (supervision)
 Jenny Parkes
 Christine Poulter
Julie Slade

  # stood down in 2019
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Home Group Contacts
  Monday evening                       Amanda Micklethwaite

Monday evening                       Lizzie Loveless (new)
  Tuesday evening                    Jed & Charlotte Temple (new)
  Wednesday afternoon             Ken Tottle
  Wednesday evening                 Anne Davidson
  Wednesday evening                Bob & Julie Slade
  Thursday afternoon                  Chris & Glenda Grayson
  Thursday evening  (new)         Chris & Glenda Grayson

Richard Saunders (Vicar of St. Mary Magdalen Sheet)

Pastoral
Home Groups
Being part of a small group that meets purposefully to learn from the Bible and apply it to our lives, to
pray together and support one another is one of the biggest helps we can find to grow in our disciple-
ship of Jesus.

Our Home Groups all moved to Zoom as the first lockdown came.  When needed, people supported one
another in learning the technology.  And they have all kept meeting throughout the year.  Many have
found them a huge support and encouragement in difficult times.

In fact we started two new groups during the year so we now have eight groups.  In particular several
families found that it was easier to be part of a small group on Zoom.  There is no need to find a baby
sitter and it’s somehow easier to fit it in, though many of us still miss meeting in person and can’t wait
for the day when we can do that again.

I’m very grateful to those who lead them for all that they put into it.  Some of the groups do their own
thing and some of them follow the sermon series that we are preaching on. Home Group leaders have
started meeting termly with me which I find a great encouragement.

If you would like to give a group a try please do have a chat with me or one of the leaders.  Nobody
minds people joining a group to see whether it suits them and everybody was new to a group once.
So please don’t hesitate to find out more.

Thanks:  For all the ways each group has helped people to grow in Christ and live for him in the
world.

Prayer:  That we will each grow in loving the Lord and reaching out with his love to those around
us.

Goal:  That others will come to church & to faith in Christ because of our example of faith and
love.
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'The whole Body (of Christ) grows and
builds itself up through love.’

Ephesians 4: 16
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Most of our Youth Work over the past year has been online. Luckily we were
able to meet face-to-face with social distancing during some of the Autumn term as permitted at that
time, but even then the groups looked quite different  from before, in both structures and locations.
The Youth Team have been incredible dealing with these changes and challenges over the past year
and none of this would have been possible without them.

At the end of March 2020 when the first lockdown was imposed, we moved all of our Youth Work
online, primarily using Zoom, along with some other services to help with this. Some of our groups
moved over to this online format easily without much change, while others however have struggled
more or have been paused for the time being, for various reasons.

RISE is currently on hiatus as the members of that group are generally not particularly comfortable
with Zoom calls.

Costa also moved online for a while, however as those young people understandably got more tired
of being on Zoom all the time,  it stopped fulfilling its purpose and as a consequence is also ‘on pause’
until we can meet again in-person.

Lastly SMART has continued to meet but in a very different shape and form than before. (Previously
the format had included running around outside and sharing food together as a main part of the
session!)

Having said all this, while some things have shad to stop because of COVID, we have been able to
run some other projects and events - so happily taking full advantage of the online format!

We have also started a weekly online Youth Prayer Group which meets over Zoom in which we
pray for each other and the Youth Work ahead for the coming week.

In addition, we have also started using an Instagram account more, where we run ‘Instagram Ses-
sions’ which give youngsters a platform on which they can reflect on their week. This has also
helped engage some of the young people for whom Zoom has been difficult!

Youth Work
Obviously the past year of Youth Work, like everything else, has been very
different from anything before with the COVID-19 pandemic bringing new
challenges and new opportunities for doing Youth Ministry. We have had to
be a lot more flexible in the Youth Work we provide, not just in how -
sometimes online, sometimes in person with social distancing, but also in
running more one-off events and changing groups in order to help the
young people as their needs have changed over the past year.

Youth & Children

contd …
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Youth-led Services
Sarah
Ashleigh
Bryony
Stafford
Olivia
Thomas

Youth & Children

Youth Ministry Team
    Will Brooks
    Angus McAllister
    Marie McAllister
    Amanda Micklethwaite
    Jo Saunders
    Helen Simons
    Julie Slade

Finally, we are also running a lot more one-off socials, discussion groups and events online than we

did physically before. We are finding that a wide range and variety of changing activities available,

actually helps different young people engage with the work we are doing.

Our Summer Camp was run online this year which despite the very different format was a great

success. The theme this year was ‘What Is True’ looking at how we follow God and his teaching

rather than other influences. We encouraged young people to camp in their gardens and had a

mixture of online sessions and offline sessions where the young people could make and create things

related to the topics discussed using resources we had delivered to them previously.

Online Youth Work has been a mixed blessing. Being able to do Youth Work throughout this difficult

time has seen some of our young people’s faith grow and deepen even more than before which has

been a real privilege to be a part of. But it has been much harder to stay in touch and work with those

more on the fringes of our established groups as well reaching young people who don’t have any

connection with church. This is not unique though to us as a church: pretty much all Youth Workers

have struggled with this problem while running Youth Work online.

Having said that, as I write this we are just able to resume some face-to-face Youth Work (with social

distancing) and one of our main priorities will be how to build upon this work again, as well as

restarting those groups which have needed to be on hiatus for a while.

Thanks:  For, even more so than usual, the youth team who have been incredible
                in the past year in dealing with all the different challenges thrown our
                way because of the COVID-19 pandemic. I want to thank them all for all
                of the time, patience and love they have shown the young people over
                the last year. (Their names are listed below!)

Prayer: Please do pray for the Youth Work as we make the transition from online:
               that we follow God’s lead in what he wants us to do and that we will be
               able to support the young people of Petersfield with their faith even more
               in the coming year.

  Goal: To  extend our reach to youngsters despite the restrictions of the pandemic.

                                              David Loveless (Youth Worker)
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Thanks:  That we have found sessions that the children enjoy, and that
                they are still engaged. Also that we should soon be able to
                meet up face-to-face again.

   Pray:  For children to grow in faith and for more children to attend.

     Goal:  Also for another leader. Perhaps with a ministry to reach out
                and minister to the families of our Ark children.

Amanda Micklethwaite (Ark Co-ordinator)

Like most people, we have had to use Zoom for our Ark sessions for much of the
year. This has had its challenges. It did mean however that although we had a
break during the first lock-down as children and parents were finding the home
schooling very difficult, we continued with sessions over the Summer when we
would normally have taken a break for the holidays.

The Ark

On a positive note, we have found a few online videos produced by children’s
workers in other churches – some in other countries. At the moment, we are using the ‘Virtual
Sunday School’ videos. They are produced by a church in the North of England. Before that, the
videos we used, were from a church in South Africa. The children enjoy the challenges, stories and
craft activities.

We have an hour from 9-10am, finishing promptly for the online service. Children can join at 9 for a
chat and catch-up and then we start the session proper at 9.15am. The video lasts about 20 minutes,
giving us a chance to pause it for the children to complete the craft or time for discussion and prayer
at the end.

Unfortunately the sessions are streamed live, so we are a week behind as leaders have to watch the
session first to make sure it is appropriate (which it always has been) and also to see what is needed
for the craft activity. A package of activity sheets plus anything required for the crafts is dropped off
at children’s homes in the days preceding the session which helps encourage the children to log in!

One major disadvantage is that there are a couple of children who really don’t like using Zoom, so
haven’t been joining in (although they have been hovering in the background as siblings join in!)
However we managed 3 face-to-face sessions before Christmas which were attended by all children
except 1. These went well. We are hoping to re-start face-to-face meetings when we are allowed to
do so inside.

Sending round activity sheets and craft supplies has kept all the children engaged so they should still
feel part of the group when we do get to physically meet up again.

The children have also joined some of the online services, and we will join together with David’s
Youth Group for a Good Friday service.

This year, 1 new family has joined us with 2 children (and a toddler), and Thomas and Ellie
‘graduated’  to David’s group as they started Senior School in September.

The leaders have largely remained the same: Jo Saunders, Julie Slade, Jan Bosch, Susan Sparkes and
Rebecca Whelan. Stafford has now stopped helping out as his D of E came to an end, and Susan has
stepped down. We are very grateful for all their help – Susan over many years. Online sessions mean
that we need fewer leaders per session which is helpful.

The children are very excited about the proposed Easter egg hunt as we will be allowed to meet up

Ark Leaders
Jan Bosch
Amanda Micklethwaite (co-ord)
Jo Saunders
Julie Slade
Susan Sparkes #
Rebecca Whelan
Stafford Whelan #

# stood down in 2020

Youth & Children
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NewSheet Proof Readers
  Karen Glanville (Churchwarden)

Richard Saunders (Vicar)
Rebecca Whelan (Administrator)
Debbie Williams

NewSheet Printer
Rebecca Whelan

NewSheet Deliveries
Peter Clist  #

Regular Communication
Rebecca Whelan (Administrator)

Service Posters
Rebecca Whelan (Administrator)

Herne Farm Board
Ken & Olivia Tottle

Webmaster
Jan Stuart

# stood down in 2020

Linda Clist  (NewSheet Editor)

Communication  & Publicity
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NewSheet

Sheet
Parish

 Church

Thanks: For the reach of online communications in 2020.

Prayer: For all those who have started to receive our communications
               during 2020.

   Goal: Flexibility and wisdom as circumstances continue to change.

Most of our routine means of communication continued throughout 2020 and seemed even more
important than usual, given the drastic reduction in face-to-face interactions.

Provision for people who aren’t online used to consist mainly of a few copies of rotas printed out for
volunteers. However, as soon as the first lockdown happened in March, Rebecca swung into action to
keep communication flowing for those who suddenly found themselves cut off from so much of
church life.  Rebecca set up a round of deliveries, taking the weekly Sheet Sheet notices, the full sermon
script from the previous Sunday and the monthly NewSheet magazine to those who would not be able
to access information any other way.

The distributions of PACT Easter and Christmas cards were abandoned because of restrictions. With
regret, we also had to cancel our parish-wide distribution of the full-colour Summer and Christmas
issues of NewSheet. At Christmas, Rebecca placed piles of free copies in the two Sheet pubs and the
Herne Farm co-op. Otherwise, people had to rely on the website to read each monthly magazine:
issues number 56 to 65 were published during the year.

Another change affected our communication with local schools. With Easter assemblies cancelled at
short notice, Richard and Linda sent a booklet to be circulated online to all Sheet Primary and Herne
Junior children, explaining what the festival is all about. Then, at Christmas, a special video was made
for Herne’s end-of-term assembly.

The greatest change, of course, has been our much greater reliance on the website, so ably managed
by Webmaster Jan Stuart. It has had to bear the main responsibility for ever-changing information
about church closures, resumed services and openings for private prayer, as well as everything else!
One of the surprise bonuses of the pandemic is that people can access not just our website but also
our YouTube worship from anywhere at any time, and new people have joined us and continue to
belong, even from a distance.

Given the circumstances of 2020, it was a great comfort to many people to receive a Christmas card
designed by some of our children and hand-written by Richard, as a very personal attempt to bridge
the communication gaps left by the pandemic.
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missions around the world.’

● Has conducted its bi-monthly meetings via Zoom.
● Thanked Elaine Heywood for co-ordinating DBS clearance for volunteers.
● Agreed to a church-wide appeal to raise £10K for the Youth Worker fund.
● Approved the Independent Youth Worker Review conducted by Andy &

Ann Edmunds and assessed its recommendations.
● Received quotes for the installation of equipment to stream live services.

Thanked Hilmar Hauer for putting all the online services together.
● Agreed to a replacement keyboard (Yamaha CP88).
● Thanked Julie Slade (Seniors’ Chaplain); the Pastoral Team & Homegroup

leaders for doing a great job during this difficult year and Shaun Whelan
(Verger) for his church sanitisation efforts.

● Considered questionnaire responses ahead of resuming church services.
● Reviewed a new service booking system and our GDPR policy accordingly.
● Agreed to send in-house produced Christmas cards featuring artwork

from  the Ark children to all church members.
● Held an extra-ordinary meeting in January to discuss the Deanery Plan

which could lead to fewer clergy being deployed in the Deanery. Our vision
statement for this is: ‘A good sized congregation drawn from a wider area
which with generous giving enables the deployment of paid workers as well
as volunteers for Youth and Seniors’ outreach and significant giving to

The Parochial Church Council  (PCC)
The APCM in 2020 was postponed by 6 months owing to the first lockdown of the COVID-19 pandemic,
it was held on 25 October.  Thanks were extended to Amanda Micklethwaite who came to  the end
of her term on the PCC and to Peter  who came to the end of his term on the Deanery Synod.
Abbi Childs (1 more year), Eric Davies (3 more years) and Rosie Jay (3 more years) agreed to
stand for election again and were duly elected as was new PCC member Shaun Whelan.
Jed Temple was appointed Finance Chair after Eric Davies stood down.
Karen Glanville and Phil Taylor were re-elected for a further year as Churchwardens.

● Agreed to the part-time furloughing of Youth Work during the third lockdown.
● Elected Rebecca Whelan to the PCC.
● Co-opted Andy Edmunds to the PCC following his Permission to Officiate. (PTO).

STANDING COMMITTEE
Eric Davies
Peter Gaut             (Treasurer) #
Karen Glanville     (Churchwarden)
Tim Horne             (Treasurer)  (new)
Richard Saunders (Vicar-Chair)
Phil Taylor (Churchwarden & Fabric Chair)
Shaun Whelan      (Verger)

# stood down in 2020

Bob Slade continues on the PCC as Representative for Lay Ministers and
Keith Doyle remains an ex-officio member as Diocesan Synod Represent-
ative (1 more year).  Jenny Parkes was re-elected as Deanery Synod Repre-
sentative (3 more years) and Bob Slade was elected also as Deanery Synod
Representative, replacing Peter  who came to the end of his term.
At the November meeting the new members were appointed as follows:

The  PCC
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 PCC
 Vicar (sc) Ex officio
 Revd. Richard Saunders

 Churchwardens (sc) Ex offico
                                                    until
 Phil Taylor 2023
Karen Glanville 2021

 Elected members               until
Heather Belton 2021

 Abbi Childs 2021
Linda Clist 2021

 Eric Davies              2023
Tim Horne 2021

 Rosie Jay                                   2023
David Loveless  2022
Violet Snell                               2022

 Jed Temple 2023
 Rebecca Whelan 2022
Shaun Whelan  2023 (sc)

Reader/Lay Minister Rep.
 Bob Slade

 Treasurer
 Tim Horne      2025 (sc)

Safeguarding
Elaine Heywood

 PCC Secretary
 Rebecca Whelan

 Diocesan Synod Rep Ex officio
Keith Doyle 2021

 Deanery Synod Reps
Jenny Parkes               2023

 Bob Slade 2023

Ex. Officio
 Revd. Andy Edmunds
 Revd. Mick Micklethwaite

(sc) Standing Committee member
 together with Chairs of Committees

Rebecca Whelan  (PCC Secretary)

Lay Chair:                                                  Phil Taylor
Treasurer: Tim Horne
PCC Secretary:                                            Rebecca Whelan
Safeguarding Officer:                                   Elaine Heywood
Deanery Pastoral Committee:                 Karen Glanville
PACT rep:                               Jenny Parkes
Chair of Finance Group:                              Jed Temple
Chair of Standing Committee                       Richard Saunders
Chair of Worship Group                                Mick Micklethwaite
Chair of Fabric Group:                    Phil Taylor
Chair of Mission Group:                               Bob Slade
Chair of Youth & Children’s Group:              Richard Saunders
During the year the PCC:
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Elaine Heywood  (Church Safeguarding Rep.)

Safeguarding
Safeguarding Children / Young People and Vulnerable Adults
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The Church of England continues to put a spotlight on safeguarding. As a church we follow the national
legal and procedural framework for safeguarding children and adults, and the Church of England policy
and practice. We are committed to safeguarding children, young people and adults and creating protec-
tive and supportive environments where all people, and especially those who may be vulnerable, are able
to worship and pursue their faith journey in safety.

Over the last year, we have all had to adapt to the restrictions of the pandemic. Thankfully, the online DBS
applications via Thirtyone:Eight have worked well and are fast and easy to deal with. In addition, the
Diocesan Safeguarding team have provided valuable support.

The PCC and those who work with children, young people or adults who may be vulnerable, are required
to do the Basic/Foundation safeguarding training, which needs to be renewed every 3 years. This is
available via an online portal and has generally worked well. face-to-face training (including some of the
specialist training on Domestic Abuse, Safer Recruitment and Leadership Training) has not been available
this year because of the pandemic so there will be some catching up to do for some once restrictions ease.
As a church, we continue to be blessed by the people that God prompts to serve in voluntary capacities in
the church, nurturing, caring for and teaching our children, young people and adults.  At present we have
61 people on the safeguarding database (up from 57 last year). I would like to thank everyone for their
commitment to making St. Mary Magdalen a safer church.

Thanks: For all those who have given time and their gifts to serve and that the online DBS
                 applications are working well.

 Prayer:   That the specialist and face-to-face training can soon be provided so that all safeguarding
                 training will be easily accessible to all.

    Goal:  As a church we will continue to promote love for one another to care for and
                protect our community by taking our safeguarding responsibilities seriously.

'... Encourage the timid, help the weak,
be patient with everyone.’
                                                                 1 Thessalonians 5: 14
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Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals
We had had 4 Baptisms booked for 2020 but unfortunately due to the pandemic they have all been
postponed indefinitely.  During the year however, we did manage to have 2 Weddings which was a miracle
as most couples have had to postpone until 2021 because of the lockdowns or where they were permitted,
the numbers being reduced to 30 then 15 guests. One couple whose wedding was arranged for December,
realising the additional restrictions in the pipeline, requested that we bring their wedding forward to
November. It was panic stations to get everything arranged at just a few days notice but it all went
swimmingly in the end and was so worth it to see their joy!   In 2020, we had 20 funerals. It was only
possible for 2 of these to be held in church before the first lockdown; the rest were held in crematoria. 7
of these had their fees waived by the Diocese between March and June 2020 during the peak of the virus.
Sadly during 2020 we lost valued church members David Burge and Pauline Parsons.

A particular ‘thank you’ to Sarah Reed who over the past year, has continued to follow up with the relatives
of those who have died, to see if they would like the name of their loved one written in the Book of
Remembrance and uses her calligraphy skills to enter their names so beautifully.

Church Database/Electoral Roll
The Electoral Roll is a confidential computer register of all who have said they want to be involved in the
life of St. Mary Magdalen. Only those registered are qualified to vote at the Annual Parochial Church
Meeting.
Since the last Annual Report which was issued 6 months ago in October 2020:
3 people have  joined the Electoral Roll. This has now resulted in an overall increase of 3 members from
177  to 180 members in April 2021. Of the total number, there are 118 females and 62 males in 128
households and 1 care home with 88 living within the Parish and 92 outside the Parish.

 Thanks:   To those who have given me kind words, shown appreciation and supported me. It means a lot!

  Prayer:  For all those who may be feeling cut off at the moment from normal church.

   Goal:   To  build on the particular special sense of togetherness in our work as a church.

Thankfully this has not impacted my job too greatly other than working from
home more often, rather than in the office, and being involved in additional
tasks presented by the difficulties we have found ourselves in such as getting
our weekly Sheet Sheet, sermons and NewSheet publications to those mem-
bers in our church who don’t have internet access, so they know they aren’t
forgotten.
In essence the Parish Administrator facilitates the day to day running of the church, providing adminstra-
tive support to the Vicar, leadership team and all involved in the activities of the Church, as well as
fielding enquiries. I  undertake those jobs which are time sensitive and need to be dealt with on a regular
weekly/monthly/annual basis. This includes the weekly Sheet Sheet, publicity, baptism/wedding/funeral
records, the church membership database and the Electoral Roll, hymn sheets, copyright licensing, the
services rota and a huge variety of other one-off jobs such as  assembling this Annual Report which you
are reading right now! In addition to these administrative duties, I am also St. MM’s Wedding Clerk (so I
try to ensure that my own writing is as neat as possible in the Marriage Registers and on the Marriage
Certificates!) However the system for registering marriages will all be changing in 2021!  A fun extra-
curricular job this year was producing Christmas cards, featuring artwork from our Ark children, which
were delivered to all our church members and much appreciated by everyone!

  Rebecca Whelan (Parish Administrator, Electoral Roll Officer & Wedding Clerk)
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Administration
 Parish Administrator

Later in 2021, I’ll be celebrating my 10�� anniversary as Parish Administrator
but I can certainly say, in common with everyone else, that it has certainly
been a year absolutely like no other, with the COVID-19 pandemic.
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After ten years tending the church garden, Alynne Dunt has handed over to Olivia Tottle and Sylvia
Stuart.  Many, many thanks to Alynne for her decade-long stewardship of the garden and the awards
it won while she has been in charge.  It says something that she has been replaced by two people!
In addition to supervising the church gardening, Olivia and Sylvia are our Ecochurch champions,
aiming (with us) to achieve a bronze award, initially.

Finally, I would like to thank the Fabric Group and all who help to maintain our church building and
garden.  Not least, our thanks to Clare Lund and her team for the flowers and decorations we enjoy
throughout the year, and to Valerie Connor for a new banner, “Let His Light
Shine”, which she made during the first Lockdown.

Thanks: For those who care for our church and garden.

Prayer: For wise stewardship of our church estate.

Goals: That we leave the church and garden in a better state, year on year.

Fabric Group
Fabric Group
Peter  (secretary)
Alynne Dunt #
John Dunt
Ruth Firth
Mark Hellewell
Tim Horne
Clare Lund
Chris Lund
Richard Saunders (Vicar)
Sylvia Stuart (new)
Phil Taylor (Churchward-
en & Chair)
Olivia Tottle (new)
Shaun Whelan (Verger)

# stood down in 2020

Fabric

21

Normal maintenance has continued, as and when allowed.  This has included fire
extinguisher testing (and installing two extinguishers in the Parish Office), PAT
testing, the lightning conductor test, servicing the church clock, and a minor
organ repair.  We also bought some traffic cones, designated for the disabled, to
reserve parking slots outside the church, as needed, while we wait for a decision
on a request for a permanent parking space from the local authorities.

Phil Taylor (Churchwarden & Chair of the Fabric Group)

First and foremost, during a year when our lives have been so restricted by the
Coronavirus pandemic, I would like to pay particular thanks to Shaun Whelan for
keeping the church open, taking the actions necessary to meet the COVID-19
guidelines, keeping the church building under his watchful eye and the church
clock going accurately.

At the beginning of the year, the Fabric Group acquired a new electronic piano,
with the approval of the PCC and paid for by the Friends to Sheet Church, for
which we are very grateful.  It has been much in evidence in our online church
services.  The old piano, which had been donated to us, found a new home locally.
The Friends also paid for two new microphones, which were bought for the clergy
to use during services in the church.  Again, our many thanks to the Friends.
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Our team has not been called to produce more than a couple of arrangements
but we all look forward to being able to start again when the danger of infection
has passed. There have been no changes to the team.

Thanks:   For the consoling power of nature and the beauty of flowers.

Prayers:  For a safe return to normal fellowship and services.

     Goal:  It will be wonderful when we can work together again!

The Friends to Sheet Church
Last year, 2020, was a very quiet one for The Friends to Sheet Church, principally due to the pandemic
which still dominates our lives. We all long for the day we can resume normal services in our lovely
church, the fabric of which is thankfully in pretty good shape. However, the Friends will always be
ready to contribute to worthy improvements and essential maintenance.

The Friends did pay for the new digital piano and microphones, which cost £2500, and it is good to
know that the new instrument is much appreciated. At the time of writing there is no other call on The
Friends. Our funds showed a net increase of nearly £1,000 in 2020 and, as ever, I am most grateful to
all our regular donors who gave £2,374 last year. Your contributions are, as always, much appreciated.

I know that the pandemic has hit people’s pockets hard but new donors are always welcome. If you
wish to become a donor on a regular basis please get in touch either with me or the Friends Treasurer,
Oliver Greening, whose address is 5-6 Reservoir Cottages, Reservoir Lane, Petersfield, GU32 2HY, tele-
phone 01730 267548. Alternatively, just complete one of the bright red application forms which can
be found in the church porch.

The Friends Committee
John Dunt (Chair)
Oliver Greening (Treasurer)
Tim Horne (new)
Wendy Rogers
Richard Saunders
Ruth Snelson
Phil Taylor
Shaun Whelan

Fabric
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Thanks:  Let us praise all who are devoted to defeating the pandemic.

Prayer:   For a return to normality.

   Goal:   Aspire to maintaining the fabric of our church in the best
                possible condition.

John Dunt   (Chair of The Friends)

 Flower Team
 Hilary Bonney
 Sylvia Bovington
 Hope Dimond
 Jeremy Holmes
 William Holmes
 Sandy Ingram
 Hazel Langley
 Clare Lund (co-ord)
 Wendy Rogers
 Annabelle Snell
 Violet Snell

Festival Help
 Chris Lund

Flowers
This extraordinary year has been, reportedly, filled with flow-
ers that have been sent to  replace the hugs and visits we have
all missed so badly during the pandemic. It is wonderful that
such comfort can come from simple flowers.

However this has not been the case for the flowers in church
which have hardly been required at all. I’m sure everyone has
deeply missed the services in church and all they entail includ-
ing the flowers.

    Clare Lund  (Flower Co-ordinator)
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Garden Team (NEW)
 Lynn Burge
 Helen Crausaz
 Alynne Dunt
 Sandy Ingram
 Rosie Jay
 Clare Lund
 Jenny Parkes
 Jo Saunders
 Sylvia Stuart (co-ord)
 Olivia Tottle (co-ord)
 Rebecca Whelan
 Shaun Whelan

Garden
At the start of 2020, Alynne Dunt stepped down from caring for the church garden.  She had done a
wonderful job, single-handedly, for several years, and we thank her most sincerely for her efforts, and for
leaving the garden in such good heart.

Olivia Tottle and Sylvia Stuart took on the organisation of a team of gardeners.  The garden was mapped,
and divided into beds, each with its own curator. Most of the areas have been adopted, with just 3
remaining. We are still looking for more people to join the team!

The mowing rota has remained as before, kindly organised by John Dunt, and a very successful, socially-
distanced garden clear-up and bonfire took place in October.  We all enjoyed meeting
in person once again and thank you to everyone who came to help! As with all
gardens, there
are plans for the coming seasons, to maintain the beauty of the garden,
which is so appreciated by all, including visitors and passers-by.

Thanks: For the beauty of nature; for the joy of caring for God’s
                creation; the pleasure of working together as a team.

Prayer:  That people will enjoy the garden, and feel closer to God
               in it. That more people will feel drawn to join the team.

   Goal: In line with Ecochurch, we plan to improve the benefits of
               the garden for wildlife this year, by sowing insect-friendly
               flowers, and installing bug hotels and a bird box if possible.

  Vestry Brass
  Sylvia  Bovington

Silver Cleaning
  Sylvia Bovington

Brass Cleaning
Jane Croft

Cleaning
We are extremely grateful to all those who have, quietly and unseen, kept the church clean and tidy
throughout the year.  Your time and efforts are very much appreciated.  It is a sure measure of your
success that we are so used to the church being in such good order.

Sarah Reed and Marie-Claire Greening stood down at the end of 2019 after many years on the cleaning
team.  Very many thanks to them for their time and sparkling results over a long period of time.  Susan
Sparkes and Chris Fewings will be re-joining the team in 2021, along with Mary Croft.

Since I became a churchwarden, the number of people on the cleaning rota has gradually reduced, so
those who remain on the team are now being asked to clean more often.  Please do consider if you could
find an hour or two every couple of months when you could help with the cleaning.  Many hands…

Thanks: For the cleaning team.

Prayer: To increase the size of the team.

    Goal: To make cleaning more fun!

Fabric
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   Communion & Altar Linen
   Lynette Spong
   Rebecca & Shaun Whelan®

    ® reserve

Phil Taylor (Churchwarden & Cleaning Co-ordinator)

Hazel Langley
Jo & Richard Saunders
Sue Sparkes (re-joining)
Wendy Rogers
Phil Taylor
Paula Wigley

  Cleaning Team
  ‘The Ark’
  Peter
  Mary Croft (new)
  Val & Terence Connor

Chris Fewings (re-joining)
  Jonathan King

Mowing Team
John Dunt
Mike Glanville

 Mark Hellewell
 Tim Horne
 Chris Lund
 David Snelson
 Phil Taylor
Shaun Whelan

Sylvia Stuart & Olivia Tottle (Garden Co-ordinators)
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Ecochurch
Our Ecochurch process started about 4 years ago. Good progress was made, and then paused. In
2020, Olivia Tottle and Sylvia Stuart were asked to pick it up and take it forward.  We had recently tak-
en on the management of the church garden, and had set up a garden team, which meshes well with
the Ecochurch theme.  We are focussing on just a few targets at a time, currently:

● Worship & Teaching: We had an A Rocha speaker at a 10am service recently, and we are
continuing to maintain a raised profile in caring for the planet.

● Buildings: Our church’s carbon footprint is being calculated (not easy!!)
● Land: We have set up an area of scarified grass in which wild flower seeds have been sown.  We

have bought extra seeds to sell to the congregation to sow at home.
● Community: we are looking into developing links with PeCAN (the Petersfield Climate Action

Network.) The Diocese has set up a support group to enable collaboration between churches.
● Lifestyle: During Lent we have published a vegetarian recipe in our weekly Sheet Sheet, and also

a weekly ‘Green Tip’. A few members of the congregation have also contributed their own ideas,
and we are hoping for more. We have started contributing an Eco article to our monthly
NewSheet magazine (‘Going Greener’.)

● Next Steps: It is very important to encourage individual lifestyle choices – it is all too easy for this
to be something that is done by “the church” but not by individuals in their daily lives. (Green
Tips will help!)  We warmly welcome the involvement of others in the congregation!

Thanks:  For the beauty and diversity of God’s creation.

Prayer:   For each of us to take responsibility for caring for our planet.

Goal:      To have all members of the church involved in caring for God’s world,
                in whatever way is possible for each.

Sylvia Stuart & Olivia Tottle (Ecochurch Co-ordinators)
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Shaun Whelan  (Verger)

I am now entering my 12th year as verger at St MM. The role is that of a general factotum or caretaker
with added extras and certainly 2020 has been a year like no other.
When the first lockdown was imposed last March, sadly all places of worship had to be closed for 3
months. Deemed to be a ‘workman’ I was lawfully allowed admittance and so checked it out regularly
but certainly after several weeks the church seemed to be missing its beating heart - the people, and
seemed very cold and empty.
Once the church could be opened for private prayer, I roped off the back of the
church, selected pews and the Chancel with warning signs and provided hand
sanitiser and tissues  (unfortunately these got nicked the first day, but that was
only the once !) We also operate a card system which people can turn over if
they sit in the pews to give us some idea of visitor numbers.  I have also
thoroughly sanitised the church each evening ever since.
In between the three lockdowns when we have been able to hold restricted
services, in order that fewer people are handling items, I set up for the 8am
Sunday and 9.30am Wednesday Communion services and open up for these as well.  I then go back to
church and thoroughly sanitise the church afterwards (as well as after the monthly Sunday 9.45am and
the Christmas services).

Thanks:    To Mark Hellewell who power-cleaned the church steps.
Prayer:    That all visitors to our church will feel encouraged to return.
   Goal:     That we soon hold normal ‘full house’ services.

Fabric

Vergers
Shaun & Rebecca
Whelan

Clock Maintenance
Shaun Whelan

Vergers
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Finance
Treasurer’s Report

This is my first year as Treasurer and I am thankfully very well supported by a great
team that bank cheques and cash collections, as well as dealing with the Giving and
Gift Aid matters.  The Administrator assists with invoices and with our Diocesan fees.
The Finance Group provides thorough oversight with all payments scrutinised by a
Churchwarden.  Should anyone wish to help, the Deputy Treasurer’s and Steward-
ship Promoter’s positions need filling.

Overview of 2020/ notes for 2021:
2020 Income and Expenditure has been ‘distorted’ by COVID.

· Overall we overspent by £3.7K but this was covered by Legacies:
o The General Fund was up by c.£1K.
o A couple of historic Legacies covered a £3.5K shortfall in Senior Chaplain funding.
o Youth Worker funding, bolstered by a successful appeal, was just £1.2K short.

2020 Total Income: c.£169.5K:

2020 Total Resources Expended: c.£173.5K:

Note that Mission is 10% of income excluding YW income and SC grant; it is 7% of Expenditure.

o The 3rd and final Henry Smith Grant should cover the Seniors’ Chaplain for 2021 but
the way ahead thereafter needs to be determined.  Any legacies would be a big
help.

o Current 2021 Youth Worker planned giving plus gift aid will be about £3.5K short.
Increased planned giving and/or donations can solve this.

Finance Group
Eric Davies - Chair (outgoing 2020)
Peter Gaut - Treasurer (outgoing 2020)
Karen Glanville -  Churchwarden
Tim Horne - Treasurer (incoming 2020)
Richard Saunders - Vicar
Phil Taylor - Churchwarden
Jed Temple - Chair (incoming 2020)

Deputy Treasurer - vacant

Donations Coordinator
Philip Poulter

Stewardship Promoter
vacant

Cashier
Ken Tottle

Additional Support
Rebecca Whelan

Payroll
Peter Gaut
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Finance

Overview of historic Income vs Expenditure:

2016 Income inc £25K Legacy (previous 2015 Legacies of £10K (SC) and £4.5K (Taxis)).
2017/18 Expenditure inc £14K and £15.5K reserves drawdown for SC from Legacies.
2017 Expenditure inc £16K Under pew heating installation.
2019 £15K Over-expenditure for SC (£5.6K) and YW (£9.4K).

Overview of historic Total Funds:

Note overall drop of c.£50K since 2017 which includes:
Use of the £29.5K Legacies (given in 2015/2016) for the Seniors’ Chaplain in 2017 and 2018.
Use of £16K for under pew heating in 2017 to ensure a warm and welcoming church.
The £15K 2019 overspend to top up the Seniors’ Chaplain and Youth Workers’ salaries and expenses.

As agreed - managing to spend money on mission rather than just letting it sit in the bank.

Tim Horne  (Treasurer)
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Thanks: For all who give for the very wide range of work done by our Church especially in
                this COVID year.

Prayer: That giving to St. Mary’s will enable our continued employment of  a full time Youth
                Worker and, from next year, a Seniors’ Chaplain.

   Goal: That people consider their giving in 2021 to provide sufficient funds for everything
                that St. Mary’s plans to do as we hopefully emerge from COVID.
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Rev Jane Ball from East Meon and Langrish has remained Area Dean and Vanda Leary has continued as
Lay Chair.

Keith Doyle has continued to represent us on the Diocesan Synod. Bob Slade has replaced Peter  on the
Deanery Synod.

The Deanery Mission and Action Plan has dominated the meetings this year. This has been precipitated
by the need within the diocese to reduce spending. This need is to be met in part by a reduction in sti-
pendiary clergy.

The Deanery Plan has been discussed on three levels: a small working party
On which St. Mary's is not specifically represented, the Pastoral Committee
with Richard Saunders and Karen Glanville, and the Deanery Synod.

At the time of writing, the differing views on potential parish groups are
unlikely  to be resolved by the Deanery Synod on 16th February and the
subsequent presentation to the Bishop on 23rd February.

The Deanery Vision is that the churches will be deeply embedded in the
life of our towns and villages: growing in faith, welcoming all and caring
for our neighbours and communities.

Thanks: That this vision is agreed by all.

   Prayer: For the Bishop, Jane Ball, Vanda Leary and all making the
                    decisions for our Deanery.

      Goal: That whatever the outcome, we will support those
                    decisions and work together to further the Deanery Vision.

Jenny Parkes (Deanery Synod Rep.)

Deanery Synod 2020
Peter Belton   #
Jenny Parkes
Richard Saunders (Vicar)
Bob Slade (new)

# stood down in 2020

The Discretionary Fund
The Discretionary Fund is a small fund used to help those who find themselves in short-term financial diffi-
culty. It is held separately from the church finances in a Barclays account and the vicar and churchward-
ens are signatories. We receive occasional funding from the Petersfield and Sheet Relief for those in Need
(PASRIN). If you know of someone who could benefit from a donation, please do speak to one of us or to
Richard.
We started 2020 with a balance of £688.21. During the year we have received £736 in donations and
have paid out £400 and so the balance at the end of 2020 was £1,024.21.

Finance

Deanery Synod

Karen Glanville &  Phil Taylor  (Churchwardens)

Pastoral Committee 2020
Karen Glanville  (Churchwarden)
Richard Saunders  (Vicar)
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Thanks:   For the leadership and ministry of Bishop Christopher.

Prayer:   For the re-organisation of the Diocese.

    Goal: To create a Diocese that is the same as the church at Thessalonica.
        (1 Thessalonians 1:8)

 Keith Doyle   (Diocesan Synod Rep.)

There was a DIOCESAN SYNOD on the 29th February  2020 but I was not able to attend!

DIOCESAN SYNOD 13th June 2020
Presidential address
The Bishop referred to the pandemic and the effect it is having on how we are having to cope with it.
He made reference to the fact that this has led to people using innovations that are very impressive.
There has been a rise of 84% in the number of people coming forward for ordination,  making the
Portsmouth Diocese fifth in the league table of Dioceses.

General Synod Report
The elections for the next General Synod are being put off for a year and the current Synod line-up is having
to serve for another year.

Bishop’s Council Report
The Bishop reminded us that the Bishop’s Council is in fact “everyone’s council” since those who are on it
are elected by the Synod.    The Bishop’s Council has been having a virtual meeting every 2 weeks to
respond to the problems caused by the pandemic.

DIOCESAN SYNOD 7th November 2020
Bishop’s Council has met 7 times since the last Synod to monitor the situation caused by the pandemic.

General Synod
The life of this General Synod has been extended for an additional year because of the pandemic.

Finance
The financial situation was better than it was in the previous year.

DIOCESAN SYNOD 6th March 2021
Presidential Address
The Bishop spoke about planning for the future, what type of Diocese will we be and what type of people
will be involved in it? Change is inevitable and we have to ask “what is the church for?”

Diocesan Staff Team : New Structures
5 people have been made redundant. This had been a very difficult and challenging time for all those
concerned.   Victoria James was very impressed by the gracious way  in which the individuals concerned
accepted losing their jobs.

Parish Share Review
This is to be done in 2 stages and there is not much time before we are having to plan for the 2023 budg-
et.

Concluding Remarks
This was Bishop Christopher’s last Synod and Debbie Sutton spoke about the time we have
enjoyed being led by Bishop Christopher and how good it has been.    Bishop Christopher
then also said his farewells and closed in prayer.

Diocesan  Synod
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Petersfield Area Churches Together (PACT) - www.pact.org.uk

Thanks:   For the innovations to overcome the COVID restrictions.

Prayer:  That in future, PACT will bring the Christmas message to
 more and more people.

Goal: Success of the new website!

                          Jenny Parkes  (St. Mary Magdalen PACT Rep.)

Individual Christmas cards were not delivered. They were replaced by an online Christ-
mas Card competition for local school children. The winning entries were displayed
along with Christmas greetings to the town on a double-page spread taken by PACT in the Petersfield
Post.  The Carol Service in the Square was cancelled but groups of 6 singers sang locally around the
town instead. Christmas lunch was not served as usual in the Community Centre but was delivered to
people in their own homes on Christmas Day.

Committee meetings and the AGM have been held on line as has the annual PACT service on 14th
February.   Over the last year, Steve Field and Jan Stuart have been rebuilding the PACT website.

There is a plan to take a single page spread in the Post for Easter.

Details of their activities can be found on the PACT website:
www.pact.org .

Carolyn Barton has been Chair over the last year. She was succeeded in
January 2021 by Josh Thomas in place of Will Hughes who is acting Archdeacon.
The usual PACT events were severely affected by the COVID restrictions.

Petersfield Area Churches Together

PACT Chair
Carolyn Barton (Jan 2020- Jan 2021)

PACT Vice-Chair
Will Hughes ( Jan 2020-Jan 2021)

PACT Secretary
Ivan Huntington-Thresher

Treasurer
Christine Tully

PACT Website Upgrade
Steve Field
Jan Stuart

PACT Webmaster
John Studd

PACT News
Simon Mason

St.Mary Magdalen Church Rep.
Jenny Parkes

PACT Card Co-ord   #
Peter Clist

PACT Holiday Club Rep
Regi Mielsle

# stood down end 2020

(St.MM)
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Vicar  -  Rev’d Richard Saunders   263673
Email: vicar@sheet.church

Administrator - Rebecca Whelan  302695          Parish Office open: Wed/Thur/Fri morning
Email: admin@sheet.church

Website: www.sheet.church


