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Fix in us Thy humble dwelling
All Thy faithful mercies crown
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Bring the Harvest Home

Andy Edmundis reflects on
the changing season and
the call to live fruitful lives as
part of God's fruitful world.

When Ann and | go out for a walk, | usually
take a lightweight walking pole with me. A
stick is usually to aid mobility and assist the
knees, but that’s not why | take it. Its main
purpose is to swipe at the brambles and
nettles that so often encroach on the path,
scratching and stinging uncovered legs!

However, at this time of the year, those
prickly foes begin to produce fruit thatis a
delight to both determined foragers and
hungry birds. Along with the bramble, the
mature hedgerow bows with offerings of
fruit in many kinds. From black sloes with
their purple-blue bloom, to the rose-red
and yellow crab apples, it is a picture of
generosity.

John Keats poem, To Autumn, describes the
season well:

“Season of mists and mellow fruitfulnesa
Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun;
Conspiring with him how to load and bless
With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves
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The days shorten; the air chills; summer
fades; and winter edges closer; but a
thankful heart recognises the handiwork of
a good and generous God.

It was in Morwenstow, North Cornwall that
the parish priest, Robert Hawker, is credited
with instituting the first Harvest Festival
Service. It included his own bread made at
home from the first wheat harvested that
year. It was a rural setting, and more so than
modern day Petersfield - that is most clear
from the fact that the Revd. Hawker used

to be accompanied by his pet pig when he
conducted pastoral visits!

.....

However, it remains important to celebrate
the fruitful world that sustains us, and to
give thanks to God for all his good gifts.
Without that, we not only pass the roses
by without smelling them, but we fail to
appreciate the context of life - that it is the
loving gift of God.

Dean Henry Alford lived some 200 years
ago, but he penned a hymn that I'm sure
you will recognise, even without the tune:

Come ye thankful people come, raise the song
of harvest home...

All the world is God's Own Field, fruit unto His
praise toyield...

For the Lord Our God shall come and shall
take His Harvest home...

Even so, Lord, quickly come - bring Your final
harvest home!

It may conjure images of a world quite
different to today, but it takes us beyond
the fields and hedgerow to enduring truth.
It reminds us that God has made us to be
fruitful too, and it anticipates a day when
we will be gathered in to an eternity of
celebration.

Happy harvest!
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