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on the TV screen 

      ...Looking Forward 

Looking Back... 

Yes, this issue of NewSheet includes memories of 

2021, with Autumn stories and Christmas services, 

as well as looking forward to what lies ahead in this 

new year, with all its hopes and uncertainties. 

Clockwise from top left: Mary, Joseph and the donkey settle into 

the stable in our 12th December Nativity; Anne Humphries dons 

elf hat and ears to welcome at the Crib Services on Christmas 

Eve and the new Bishop of Portsmouth is about to arrive…    
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                                           Lay Minister  Bob Slade reflects on the God of surprises…. 

      God of the unexpected ? 

Over the past 2 years, many of us have had our eyes opened by 
the unexpected and by having to respond to it. Previously, we 
might have expected that effort, single-mindedness and con-
formity to societal norms would necessarily lead to fairly prob-
lem-free achievement of our individual desires. But then those 
unexpected health challenges caused significant changes in per-
spective: a sense of loss of control has come upon many of us, 
perturbing previous confidence.  There have been changes too 

in our church life: both in-church and online congregations at the same service; changed com-
munion practice; and, for some, extended periods when person-to-person contacts and fellow-
ship have been very less frequent. 
In all of this, God has remained a constant presence and our sustainer. (‘Yesterday, today, forev-
er, Jesus is the same…’)  The unexpected has not wrong-footed God!  His loving presence has 
been ministered to us in prayer, by study of the Word, by individuals ministering to one another, 
and by the faithful service of (for example) home groups and the pastoral team.  In some ways, 
church interactions with the isolated and with care home staff have even been strengthened.  
The changes have challenged our prior expectations and we need to seek the Holy Spirit as we 
respond to them: we need, with his help, to maintain our focus on Jesus and our awareness of 
God’s presence and power as we move forward. 

The unexpected (in, for instance, our personal life, church life, national and international politics 
or foreign aid needs) will surely be featuring strongly in our prayers. Nothing is impossible for 
God!  Mark 9:23 reads as follows:  
  ‘If you can?’ said Jesus. ‘Everything is possible for one who believes!’ 
That chapter also includes God the Father speaking at the transfiguration:  
  ’ This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!’   (Mark 9:7) 

   As you pray, please lift up the following  
   challenges that many will have found  
   unexpected:   
 
- Bereavement, anxiety or illness, 
- International tension,  

         - Local diocesan and deanery reorganisation, while many churches, 
                                     including our own, are without a vicar.      
Let’s pray that God will guide those who are suffering, those who are peacemakers and those 
making decisions for our churches.  
 
Finally, as a church community, we have been blessed with many new members at a time when 
outreach has been hindered by the pandemic.  
                 How has God been blessing you personally, perhaps in unexpected ways?   
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This is what The Most Reverend Justin Welby, Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, urged our new Bishop to do 
as he takes up the reins at Portsmouth Diocese. He 
will be responsible for 139 parishes, from Black-
moor and Liphook in the north to Ventnor on the 
south coast of the Isle of Wight; from Warsash on 
Southampton Water in the west to the Meons in 
the east.  

The pictures above were taken at the legal cere-
mony confirming Rt Rev Dr Jonathan Frost’s ap-
pointment as our Bishop. It took place at St Mary-le
-Bow in Cheapside, the church famous for its Bow 
Bells. The Archbishop asked Bishop Jonathan to re-
affirm the promises made when he became Bishop 
of Southampton some years ago. They include be-
ing diligent in prayer, promoting unity, peace and 
love and being a faithful witness to Christ.  

The legal ceremony included the presentation of 
letters patent from HM the Queen.  
The Bishop swore specific oaths on the Bible (above 
right) and a formal decree confirmed his spiritual 

responsibility for the whole of our diocese.  

The Archbishop’s charge to Bishop Jonathan includ-
ed these challenging words:  
"As Bishop of Portsmouth, you will share the gos-
pel with those in and outside the Church, encour-
aging other disciples to be bold in living and shar-
ing their faith and refreshing the ministry of God's 
Church. You will lead a journey of transformation, 
holding together those who support change and 
those who do not. You will work in partnership 
with secular agencies, responding to economic and 
social challenges. And you have a particular ac-
countability for ensuring that the Diocese of Ports-
mouth is a safe space for all, with the highest 
standards of safeguarding. May the Lord of Heav-
en and Earth give you strength to perform these 
things."  
The Bishop is expected to move into his official resi-
dence (Bishopsgrove in Fareham) later this month, 
along with his wife Christine, a teacher.  On Satur-
day 12th March, he will be formally installed at a 
special service in Portsmouth Cathedral.  

‘Share the gospel. 

Proclaim the hope 

 of Jesus, both  

inside and outside 

our churches’ 
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After acting and singing their way through the wonderful Sheet 

Nativity in December, the children of The Ark, far from resting on 

their laurels, were very busy in Sheet Village Hall on the Sunday 

before Christmas, this time showing off their artistic skills. You 

can see one of their colourful ‘thank-you baubles’ displayed here 

by its owner.  >>>>>>  

In fact, this was much more than a nice decoration, because each 

strip of paper had a special thank-you written on it, as leader 

Amanda Micklethwaite invited everyone to think about what they 

were grateful for in the lead-up to the big day.   

 

       C r e a t i v e  C h r i s t m a s . . .  

. . . a n d  N e w  Ye a r  

<<<<<<<< It wasn’t just the children who got busy with 

craft, either. A few years ago, Sylvia Stuart came to the 

rescue of the church’s crib set when Linda bemoaned 

the fact that there were no angels.  

Then,  just in time for Christmas 2021, Sylvia produced 

two new recruits for our ‘heavenly host’.  

The church’s creative juices continued to flow as 

we moved into January. On the 16th, seventy-

three Christingles were assembled, either in 

church or at home. The one below was a particu-

larly artistic take on the Christ-light theme!                

Then on the 23rd in the Ark, the children wove a 

prayer basket so that they can keep a written 

note of their prayers and see how and when 

they are answered. Sometimes we have to wait, 

like Abraham and Sarah waiting for a baby…. 
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The Autumn Garden Clear-Up at the beginning of November also saw mem-
bers of the church family pulling together and working as a team. You can see 
work on the front border above and the annual bonfire working well under 
Shaun’s expert eye. The bird box (above right) is one of two donated to the 
church by Richard and Jo as a leaving present.  
‘We all had a good time,’ reports Rebecca, ‘and we loved working together – 
just like old times!’ 

 

The Church Family In Action   

helping, working & sharing together, despite Covid19 

‘At the end of November last year, I fell and broke my femur 
(thighbone). Angela Kendall picked this news up and asked about 
my dietary needs. Then she brought me a delicious homemade meal 
- along with a little pot of narcissus which I could twirl around at my 
kitchen window and watch the flowers grow.  
‘When Angela then declared that I would have fifteen homemade 
meals delivered to me daily each lunchtime to take me up to Christ-
mas, I was overcome!  
‘Every single meal was individual and made with thoughtfulness 
and love. They were sustaining and colourful and undoubtedly 
helped the healing process in the early stages of my recovery.’ 

Using the online site foodtidings.com, Angela co-ordinates volunteer 
cooks in the church family to support new parents, those just out of 
hospital or otherwise in need of support.  
‘I just want to thank everyone from the bottom of my heart,’ says  
Hilary, ‘and do cook that extra meal and join the team!’ 

Long-time member of St Mary Magdalen Hilary Bonney (below right) has written to NewSheet to express 

her gratitude to the church family.  This is her story… 

If you would like to join the volunteer cooks, please contact Angela via Rebecca in the Church Office (see page 8).  

Getting together socially has been really difficult these last two years, but the 

Wednesday Communion regulars have managed to share coffee at The Queen’s 

Head for some time by meeting either outside or on the raised deck, which al-

lows for lots of fresh air. In December, ten people were able to share a  superb 

Christmas lunch together (right). Let’s hope for more socials soon! 
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    ****** STAR PAGE******    

            The monthly page fo r The Ark,  SMART  and  Young-at-Heart.   

 

Here they all are (above): angels, shepherds, wise men, 
Mary & Joseph and the swaddled baby: this was the sce-

ne at the climax of the brilliant Sheet Nativity 2021. Over 
80 people of all ages were in church for the occasion, 

which made it the best-attended service of the season.   
 
Rosie Jay gave her verdict later in the day:  

‘My thanks to all for a marvellous Nativity Play this year! 
Considering all the problems trying to stage anything in 
our ‘time of Covid’ it was a real tonic. Obviously there is 
much talent in our Youth Group!’ 

Christmas 2021 

It was indeed a great achievement, especially as it 

involved so many of our children and young people 

and combined a lively topical script, drama, song 

and fantastic homemade video. After so many pan-

demic Sundays without the children joining the 

adults in church, it was a joy to be all together 

again.   

The Carol Service on the 19th attracted over 50 

worshippers who, despite masks, thoroughly en-

joyed singing their carols, led by the choir.   

The Crib Services on Christmas Eve are usually the 

busiest of the year, but many families stayed at 

home as numbers of Covid cases soared. Nonethe-

less, 72 people were in church for the Covid-safe 

Cribs. Children stayed in their seats this time, un-

able to come up to the manger.  

Instead of being hidden round the church, the shep-

herds were on their hill in the pulpit (above left) and 

the wise men spotted the star from their window sill 

by the Book of Remembrance (above right).  

It was never going to be Christmas as it used to be pre-pandemic, but at least it wasn’t a lockdown 

Christmas like 2020..  In fact, although Herne’s Christmas assembly was pre-recorded again,  

Stepping Stones playgroup came into church for their Christmas event. 

We were able to host a full range of seasonal services in church with people worshipping in person  

as well as plenty of opportunities to watch online.  



7 

 

Spring 2022  

 
This month, the preparation for our new vicar 

will take another step forward as our Parish  

Profile nears completion.  

At the January PCC (Church Council) meeting, 

Rachel Law, David Loveless, Jenny Parkes and 

sub-group chair Bob Slade were thanked for all 

their hard work in compiling the first draft of the 

Profile, which is the brochure sent to all poten-

tial candidates for the post of Sheet vicar.  

Over the next few weeks, PCC members will 

send the group their comments and sugges-

tions before a final version, complete with pho-

tographs, is ready to present to the Diocese in 

March.   

At the same meeting, the PCC voted for two rep-

resentatives of the parish to serve on the even-

tual interview panel for the next vicar. Church-

warden Phil Taylor and Lay Minister Linda Clist 

were selected unanimously . 

======================================= 

It’s February: Keep Going! 

Our sermon series in 

February seems per-

fectly suited to this  

rather cold, tired month 

at the end of winter. 

We’ll be looking at one 

chapter of Paul’s sec-

ond letter to Timothy 

on each of the four Feb-

ruary Sundays. The let-

ter is very much an en-

couragement to keep 

going, even when times are hard. As we embark 

on the ninth month of the vacancy and clock up 

almost two years of Covid times, it’s an encour-

agement we can probably all benefit from! 

======================================= 

This year, Lent begins with 

Ash Wednesday on 2nd 

March. Mothering Sunday is 

on 27th March, Palm Sunday 

10th April and Easter Sunday 

is 17th April.  

Balancing the Books 

While our finances are generally in good shape, 

especially considering the challenges of the 

pandemic, Giving Co-ordinator Philip Poulter 

reports that we are feeling the loss of income 

from some very generous older donors who are 

sadly no longer with us.   

Regular giving (especially when gift-aided to re-

claim tax paid) is the foundation of our financial 

good health.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This diagram (with its example £40 a month giv-

ing by a taxpayer) shows how the Parish Giving 

Scheme helps our church and also saves Philip 

a lot of work, as the Scheme claims Gift Aid on 

our behalf. Do talk to Treasurer Tim Horne or 

contact Philip via the office (see p8) for more 

details if you would like to support the church in 

this way.  

PS Philip and Christine continue to worship with 

us each Sunday online. We look forward to see-

ing them back in church as the pandemic eases.  

=======================================

Save the Dates! 
The Annual Parochial 

Church Meeting - our AGM - 

will take place in church at 

11.30am on Sunday 24th 

April. 

Our popular Women’s Brunch is back at 

10.00am on Saturday 21st May, with the wonder-

ful Sue Glanville as our speaker.  

Plans for a special Platinum Jubilee celebration 

are already under discussion. Don’t miss our 

special service on Pentecost Sunday 5th June.  
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                             Services for February 

        Lent 2022              Services for March  
Sunday 6     The 8 O’Clock Service       The 10 O’Clock Service    

Sunday 13         The 8 O’Clock Service BCP     The 10 O’Clock Service  with Communion              

Sunday 20    The 8 O’Clock Service        10 O’Clock Together    

Mothering Sunday 27 The 8 O’Clock Service BCP     The 10 O’Clock Service  with Communion   

                

 

 
  

   Wedding    

                    Nicholas EVANS  & Hannah NEAT   (15 January)                                   
    

NewSheet is free, but a donation of 20p per copy would cover basic costs. (There’s a slot in the wall near the church door.) To receive  

NewSheet in full colour (at no cost to the church) join the email list at admin@sheet.church or click on ‘Magazine’ on our home page at 

www.sheeet.church  Feedback and contributions welcome. Please deliver to newsheet@sheet.church to the pigeonhole at the back of church or to 

the Parish Office. Material for publication will be edited as necessary. Copy date for MARCH issue: Wed 16 Feb.        Editor: Linda Clist 01730 262312   

Vicar   We are currently in vacancy                Hon Clergy       Rev Mick Micklethwaite  893303   &  Rev Andy Edmunds    077 153 77225                                                        

Youth Worker  David Loveless   07480051663    david@sheet.church              Lay Ministers  Linda Clist 262312 & Bob Slade 269160                                       

Churchwardens  Karen Glanville & Phil Taylor    churchwardens@sheet.church        Seniors Chaplain / Pastoral Co-ordr  Julie Slade 269160                                 

Parish Administrator  Rebecca Whelan  302695         admin@sheet.church                 Parish Office 2 Pulens Lane, open Wed - Fri mornings 

Wednesdays 9.30am 

   Short Communion  
          followed by informal coffee at  

                    The Queen’s Head                           

         Details from Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade      

            for all older people:  service, tea &  

           cake at The Half Moon, Thursdays     

2.30pm  Feb 10th & 24th, Mar 10th & 24th                      

 

  

 

 

Sunday 6 chapter 1 

The 8 O’Clock Service  

Communion                               

The 10 O’Clock Service  

 

Sunday 13  chapter 2                      

The 8 O’Clock Service        

BCP Communion  

The 10 O’Clock Service    

with Communion  

 

 

 

Sunday 20  chapter 3  

The 8 O’Clock Service 

 Communion    
10 O’Clock Together               
 

Sunday 27  chapter 4  

The 8 O’Clock Service   

BCP Communion   

The 10 O’Clock Service 

From the Registers             

 The Ark and Upper Room (catering for all under-18’s) start at 9.45am each Sunday in Sheet Village Hall,  

except on the third Sunday, when everyone comes to our 10 O’Clock Together service  

‘Keep Going!’    
Teaching from 2 Timothy 

  Please wear a mask to protect others 

Coffee is served in 

Sheet Village Hall 

after every 10 

O’Clock Service  

Our 10 O’Clock Services are live-streamed from church on sheet.church/youtube       

Recordings of services are then available for 14 days 

sheet.church/youtube

