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NewSheet
New Season - New Bishop

Our new Bishop poses for a picture
outside the Cathedral along with his wife
Christine, a child psychotherapist.
Thanks to the sterling work of all our volunteers, the early-evening opportunity to meet and chat with peochurch garden has looked a real picture as the
ple before sharing a quiet compline service of night
Spring flowers have appeared. It’s also a new seaprayer. Churchwarden Phil Taylor was impressed by
son for the Portsmouth Diocese, with the arrival of
the fact the Bishop was out and about so soon. ‘After
Bishop Jonathan. Just three days after his official
a long day, I was struck by how genuinely interested
installation at the cathedral, the Bishop came to visit he was in each person he spoke to.’ Phil also enon the TV screen
our own Petersfield Deanery. After a very busy day, joyed the Bishop’s question and answer session: ‘He
his final destination was St Mary Magdalen, with an gave me confidence about the future.’
cont on p3
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Lay Minister Linda Clist looks back at the very first Easter Day ...

We have been invited to a few surprise parties in our time. While some people have been
overwhelmed with delight at seeing so many old friends gathered in their honour, I do remember at least one
where the reaction was less than happy. Anyway, I have had to swear to my other half that I will never, ever do
that to him.
Of course, sometimes we get an unpleasant surprise: an unexpected bill or the cancellation of something we’d
been looking forward to. (There have been plenty of those these last two years.) Sometimes, a surprise is so unexpected, even if delightful, that it can take some time to believe that it’s true.
That’s what it was like the first Easter Day. I love Luke’s account of Jesus’ friends that evening. They are keeping
their heads down, afraid to draw any attention to themselves in the wake of Jesus’ death. The door is securely
locked and bolted. At the same time, they can’t stop talking about what they’ve heard from Mary Magdalen(e),
Simon Peter, and the couple who’ve just raced back to town from Emmaus. All of these claimed to have seen
Jesus that very day! Why, he wasn’t even just a vision: he was walking and talking and… And in the middle of all
their discussions and confusion, Jesus himself stood among them and said.. ‘Peace be with you.’ (Luke 24:36)
Their reaction is so telling. It’s not immense relief. It’s not ecstatic
joy. No, the very next sentence reads: They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost.
Isn’t that exactly what we’d have thought too? The surprise - the
shock - must have been mind-numbing.
As gentle and caring as ever, Jesus coaxes them into understanding.
He knows they are frightened and reassures them: ‘It is I myself!’
He encourages them to touch him and he shows his wounded hands
and lifts his scarred feet for inspection. And ‘while in their joy they
were disbelieving and still wondering’ (!) he asks for some food and
eats it to show that he is no ghost. They must have calmed down - although we don’t know how long it took because now they can cope with listening, and taking in what Jesus wants to tell them. He has teaching for them
- but like any good teacher, he begins with what they already know, the things he has said before about the
prophecies he came to fulfil. Now at last they’re in a position to fully grasp the truth.
After the horrors of Good Friday, it’s fabulous to dwell on these accounts of Easter Sunday. But there’s more to it
than that. Because like those disciples, we often have problems dealing with the surprises that God has in store
for us. Sometimes we may be startled by those truths that church takes for granted: that God is almighty and yet
he cares about the minutiae of my life; or that God can really definitely change people. If we stop and think
about it, it’s not that surprising that God can do amazing things. He is God, after all. Yet we so often expect God
to work in a certain way, or through a certain type of person, or to lead us in a particular direction.
The whole of our faith relies on the overwhelming surprise of the resurrection,
that ‘too good to be true’ fact that stunned Jesus’ friends even when he was
standing in front of them. So let’s go into this Easter season open to being surprised by our God as we encounter the living Jesus through his Spirit each day.
I’ve had the privilege this year of sharing the Easter story with the 500 children
of Herne Junior once again. Somehow I think that children accept surprises far
better than adults. No wonder Jesus told us that being like little children was a
good way into his Kingdom. It is, after all, a Kingdom of Surprises.
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Cont from page 1:
On a more personal note, Phil concludes,

great challenge but, as Lynette explains,
‘He was realistic in that he recognised the difficul-

‘I also sensed a real humility, which was very encouraging.’

ties, but declared a strong resolve to lead the way
forward.’

PCC member Lynette Spong was similarly positive:

‘The Bishop was keen to find out about St Mary's
and its community, asking questions about how it
would seem to newcomers and whether we’d used
streaming services during lockdown. He seemed
reassured by our answers! ’

Area Dean Rev Chris Williams (vicar of Liss) later
thanked everyone for their help in ensuring that the
Bishop’s first visit to Petersfield Deanery went so
smoothly. Please pray for Bishop Jonathan as he
settles into his new post and sets out his vision for
the years ahead.

Bishop Jonathan starts his new role at a time of

Welcome (back)!

Left to right: Oscar on guitar, Hilmar, Jamie on
drums and Bryony on keyboard

Music Co-ordinator Hilmar Hauer has worked
extraordinarily hard over the past two years,
changing our musical provision with each change
of regulation. We are gradually returning to normal and Hilmar is able to welcome back instrumentalists who haven’t featured for quite a
while. We look forward to seeing more of them
in the coming weeks. Meanwhile, the 10 O’Clock
congregation on 27th February were delighted to
see three of our young people playing alongside
Hilmar with great proficiency, truly enhancing
our worship.

Let’s Pray...
Prayer is always a vital part of our lives as Christians and our work
as a church. On Sunday evening, 27th February, three days after
Russia invaded, around two dozen church members gathered at
short notice to pray for peace. Others lifted the situation to the
Lord from home and of course continue to do so.
On Saturday morning, 19th March, the focus of our prayers was
our ministry to children and young people. A set of prayer stations
in church suggested particular topics, such as those who are struggling at the moment. There was also the opportunity to leave a
written prayer expressing our
hopes for the future. The blocks
pictured here invited people to
give thanks for what has already
happened: foundations on which
we can build.
For regular prayer suggestions, do
take the time to read our Mission
Prayer Board near the back of
church (left) which features one
of our chosen charities each
month. In March, we prayed for A
Rocha, the conservation group.
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Yes, UNLOCK is back! You can see a cheerful
group of St Mary Magdalen walkers all set to explore London and learn more about the work of
some city churches before the pandemic. For those
who don’t know the UNLOCK charity, or need a refresher, there’s a summary of the Walk’s aims in the
next column…
Jan and Sylvia Stuart are leading this year’s StMM
group. They feel the Walk enlightens those who take
part just as much as it raises vital funds for churches
in need. It’s about seven and a half miles, but it can
be shortened (or you can hop on a bus!) Ideally,
people will travel up by train together and then walk
in informal small groups. There is a detailed route
map and an optional quiz and it’s very familyfriendly. In fact, about 700 people usually go in total,
some clockwise, some anti-clockwise, so there’s a
very friendly atmosphere on the streets!
The churches en route usually provide some welcome refreshments.
There are so many challenges that city churches
face, both in practical need (eg running food banks)
and spiritual (how to help people engage with the
Bible when they are not used to reading).
The Stuarts point out that meeting those working in
the churches and learning about their activities is a
real eye-opener and stimulus to prayer. The Walk
also really encourages those who are visited.
Please look out for more details nearer the time and
if you cannot go on the Walk, you can always sponsor someone who is…...

‘HISTORY, HOUSES
& HEROES’
The aims of the Unlock Walk are:
To raise money for Unlock ’s work in deprived urban areas across the UK.
To raise awareness of the issues of ex clusion that Unlock exists to address.
To showcase the m inistry of churches in
urban areas.
To encourage the churches in m ore affluent parts of the country to support the work
of their fellow Christians in the inner city.
To give hundreds of people an opportun ity for an unusual and enlightening day out
in London.

more pictures from the past:
a different area of London is
chosen each time
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Fond Farewell
In the afternoon of 8th March, we held a

service of thanksgiving for the life of
Peggy Whitby, a longstanding member
and supporter of St Mary Magdalen.
Peggy was a member of SMOFS, the forerunner of Oasis, and made good friends
within the church family.
Pictured here is the array of Spring flowers (her favourites) alongside a photograph of Peggy with her three children.
There had been a quiet service at The
Oaks that morning for close family.
Peggy’s sons gave eloquent tributes to their mother,
describing her eventful life as daughter of a naval family
and wife of a well-known Gordonstoun housemaster.
She liked to remind everyone that she had been twice
around the world before the age of 21!
One of the things Peggy kept inside her Bible was the
Serenity Prayer. Lay Minister Linda Clist based her

address on this famous piece and quoted references inscribed in the same precious Book, all of them expressing God’s promises of protection and encouragement.
Peggy used to receive communion from Ruth Markby
while still at home but unable to get to church; had all
our regular communications delivered; and was caringly
supported to the end by Julie and friend Anne Randall.

=====================================================================================================

Keep It Going!

Every year, March 18th is designated Global Recycling
Day. A few days before, on Sunday 13th, Olivia Tottle
gave a lively illustrated presentation to the church
about the importance of this ecological project. It’s
probably something we all do to some extent, but
Olivia was keen that we should all be more highly motivated and she explained clearly what a difference it can
make. Furthermore, she presented it as part of our
Christian call to protect creation, a point emphasised
also by Lay Minister Bob Slade.
Our own Household Recycling Centre in
Bedford Road can accept items that won’t
go in our usual bins and some of them are
pictured here. As technology improves,
the list will surely increase
again before Global Recycling
Day 2023!

Olivia speaks to the 10 O’Clock congregation
as Bob watches the screen
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******

STAR PAGE******

The monthly page fo r The Ark, SMART and Young-at-Heart.

Name the Story!

All these pictures are about stories found in
the Gospel of Mark. The Ark children all
have a copy for Lent. How many stories can
you identify?! If you get stuck, the chapter

for each picture is shown at the bottom of
the page.
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4
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6

1. ch 2
4. ch 5
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2. ch 4 3. ch 6
5. ch 8 6. ch 11

Parish Profile complete

Yes, it’s that time of year again… We will have our
first Annual Parochial Church Meeting of the
vacancy after worship on Sunday 24th April 2022.
The ‘Year in the Life’ report for 2021 will be availThis is the colourful introduction to our Parish Pro- able in advance and, on the day itself, we’ll hear
file, compiled by Bob Slade, Jenny Parkes,
from the churchwardens and treasurer as well as
David Loveless and Rachel Law. The document,
having the opportunity to vote for new PCC memwhich was approved by the PCC in February, is now bers and even a new warden, as Karen steps down.
with the Diocese and will give very useful inforIf you see yourself as part of our church community
mation to our new Bishop as well as forming part
but are not already on the Electoral Roll, do sign up
of the pack sent to any prospective candidates to
and then you can vote at the meeting. Administrabe our new Vicar. We have to have the Bishop’s
permission to advertise and it may be that we have tor Rebecca Whelan is also planning a new Church
Directory for the summer, which will bring us all up
to be patient and wait awhile…
to date after the pandemic. The Roll form includes
****************************************
an application to be included in the Directory,
which is a really useful resource for church memMany thanks to
bers. (Personal details can remain confidential if required.)
Gemma Mogridge who is
*****************************************
now the editor of our
After Easter, the children of the Ark will join the
Facebook page.
adults in church for the first 15 minutes
Do visit: just search for St Mary Magdalen Church!
before going down to the Hall.
*****************************************
Next term, Youthworker David
Loveless will run Youth Alpha
Saturday 9th April 9.30am onwards…
in Upper Room on Sundays.
****************************************
On Saturday, 30th April,
there will be a PLANT SALE in
the church garden, just in time
for Spring planting.
*****************************************

ADVANCE NOTICE! Our 10 O’Clock Service on
ALL WELCOME!

Please come and help

spruce up the church for Easter. All ages and
abilities welcome. Refreshments provided.

5th June will be a JUBILEE CELEBRATION SERVICE
in the garden of The Queen’s Head. It’s Pentecost
Sunday as well, so there’s a great deal to celebrate!
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Services for April
Our 10 O’Clock Services are live-streamed from church on sheet.church/youtube

Sunday 3 A True Act of Worship
The 8 O’Clock Service

Easter Sunday 15 Come to Me!
The 8 O’Clock Service

Communion

Communion

The 10 O’Clock Service

10 O’Clock Communion Together

Palm Sunday 10
The 8 O’Clock Service

Sunday 24
The 8 O’Clock Service

BCP Communion

BCP Communion

The 10 O’Clock Service

The 10 O’Clock Service with Communion

with Communion

11.30am ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING

Maundy Thursday 14
7.00pm Communion in church

Coffee is served in the Village Hall after every 10 O’Clock Service

Good Friday 15
30-minute online meditation available from
2.30pm at sheet.church/youtube
1.30 - 3.05pm At the Foot of the Cross
3.30pm
All-age Good Friday Worship

The Ark and Upper Room (catering for all under-18’s) start at
9.45am each Sunday in Sheet Village Hall, except on the third
Sunday, when everyone comes to 10 O’Clock Together.
From 24th April, The Ark will start in church.

Details from Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade

Wednesdays 9.30am
Short Communion

for all older people: service, tea &
cake at The Half Moon, Thursdays

followed by informal coffee
at The Queen’s Head

2.30pm April 14th & 28th; May 12th& 26th

Services for May
Sunday 1
Sunday 8
Sunday 15
Sunday 22

The 8 O’Clock Service
The 8 O’Clock Service BCP
The 8 O’Clock Service
The 8 O’Clock Service

The 10 O’Clock Service
The 10 O’Clock Service with Communion
10 O’Clock Together
The 10 O’Clock Service with Communion

From the Registers

Funerals
Margaret (Peggy) WHITBY
Violet (Vicki) SOUTTER
Christine KING

8th March
11th March
16th March

NewSheet is free, but a donation of 20p per copy would cover basic costs. (There’s a slot in the wall near the church door.) To receive
NewSheet in full colour (at no cost to the church) join the email list at admin@sheet.church or click on ‘Magazine’ on our home page at
www.sheeet.church Feedback and contributions welcome. Please deliver to newsheet@sheet.church to the pigeonhole at the back of church or to
the Parish Office. Material for publication will be edited as necessary. Copy date for MAY/JUNE issue: Wed 20th April. Editor: Linda Clist 01730 262312

Vicar We are currently in vacancy
Hon Clergy
Rev Mick Micklethwaite
Youth Worker David Loveless 07480051663 david@sheet.church
Churchwardens Karen Glanville & Phil Taylor churchwardens@sheet.church
Parish Administrator Rebecca Whelan 302695
admin@sheet.church
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893303 & Rev Andy Edmunds 077 153 77225
Lay Ministers Linda Clist 262312 & Bob Slade 269160
Seniors Chaplain / Pastoral Co-ordr Julie Slade 269160
Parish Office 2 Pulens Lane, open Wed - Fri mornings

