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Colours of Easter
Our Easter weekend services culminated in joyful celebrations on 17th
April. Spring flowers filled the windowsills, a surprise Easter bunny
found its way onto the door, and our seasonal banner proclaimed
‘Christ is risen. Alleluia!’ Rev Andy Edmunds gave a lively visual talk
about the power of evil destroyed at Calvary, using a series of boxes to
construct first a cross and then an empty tomb. As people left church
after the 10 O’Clock,
they brought a Good
Friday prayer tree to
life with bright button
blossoms, now on
display for the Easter
season.

Ark leader Amanda
shows Andy the blossom
on the TV screen
tree of prayer
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Youthworker David Loveless looks back at a recent conference - and forward to - who knows?!

For the first time in several years, at the beginning of March I
was able to attend the New Wine Leadership Conference at
Harrogate in person. This conference is a gathering of church
leaders from across the country coming together to worship,
pray and learn together. It’s a really good time of encouragement, community and learning, but this year had a very different feel from previous years.
Of course, there were some practical reasons why it felt different: there was a lot of mask-wearing and for a lot of us, it was
the first time we had been around that many people in one
room since the start of the pandemic. But also, for most people there, there was also a sense of uncertainty and wondering about what was going to happen next.
As we know from our own experiences here in Sheet, thanks to the COVID-19 pandemic, communal worship and what it means to be a church has shifted massively over the last two years. Suddenly churches
had to work out how to run services online, support people when they weren’t able to meet in the same
place each week and react to ever-changing needs and situations.
Now that we are able to meet each week again, things aren’t changing as often and it does feel more like
we are getting back to ‘normal’. But the question is: is ‘normal’ what we should be aiming for?
The idea of trying to go back to the way things were is incredibly
enticing and comforting for us. After a couple of years of instability, the idea of something we know and recognise and understand sounds really nice. But actually, a theme that came out of
the conference - and one I wholeheartedly believe - is that God
is calling us to respond to all this change our world has experienced, to discover new ways of doing church, worshipping, caring for people and helping them discover the love and peace of
the risen Christ.
That can be easier said than done of course, and of course, we don’t really know what that would look like
for each church. The idea itself is both exciting and scary, as change often is. We know this ourselves
here at Sheet with the uncertainty over when/how we will get another incumbent while also building
stronger working relationships with churches across Petersfield. There are so many exciting new opportunities going on but at the same time, that uncertainty about the future can be hard to live with and accept.
The thing we have to remember about this, though, is the church isn’t ours, it’s God’s and he is in control
and knows the plan for it. We just have to be open to following where he leads us.
Whatever ideas there may be about new opportunities
and how we could minister to people, we can start by
simply saying each day:
“Here I am Lord. What do you want me to do?”
My hope is that as a church, as we continue to move
out of the pandemic, that will be our prayer and we will
trust and follow wherever God is leading us - no matter
how scary or uncertain that can sometimes feel.
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Sylvia Stuart reports
on the April 23rd
Unlock walk in aid
of the charity that
supports urban
churches. A small
group from Sheet
Church took part.

‘We began our circular walk at Bethnal Green, ready to explore the neighbourhoods of Bethnal Green,
Brick Lane, Whitechapel, Stepney and Mile End. Our map-reading skills were practised to the full and our
local knowledge grew as we completed the quiz. (Well done, William!) We saw evidence of the wide
range of cultures, architecture and levels of prosperity in the East End. There were smart, “gentrified”
places, run-down 70’s council housing and modern residential redevelopment. Our route took us through
back streets as well as along main roads, giving us a real feel for the area. Everywhere was clean and
litter-free, showing real pride. (We were struck by these improvised cooking-oil
planters (left) outside a peeling front door.)
We were impressed to find plenty of parks… and amazed to find Christ and the
Last Supper among the graffiti in Bethnal Green (below)!

We discovered that churches came in all styles, sizes
and denominations: Anglican (high and low), Roman
Catholic, Baptist, Congregational, ‘mission’, all in 18th
to 21st century buildings, with multi-ethnic congregations numbering from ‘up to 20 now!’ to a hundred or
more. All were trying to be beacons of light in their own way, welcoming and supporting folk. Indeed, each
church was doing what it could for the community. There were cafés, children’s clubs, school mentoring
schemes, concerts, home groups, food banks, community gardens, and even accommodation. Ah yes,
and every church we visited, of whatever size or age, had toilet facilities!!
One very small Congregational church in Mile End had used the narrow area surrounding its building for a “friendly garden”, with different areas for seating/chatting,
planting, outdoor games and quiet space. The Imam of the East London Mosque
was keen to involve his congregation (which numbers about 8000 on a Friday)
emphasising that there is more that links Christians and Muslims than divides us
and we were given a great welcome & guided tour.
Finally, we discovered the site of the Whitechapel Bell Foundry (only
recently closed down after 450 years) where our own Sheet Church bell
was cast! More links than we realised!’
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Thanks for Coming!
We are always grateful to have guests to
lead or preach at our services, especially in
the vacancy. Rev Helen Mitchell (right) is
an assistant priest at St Peter’s and she has
kindly agreed to take The 8 O’Clock Service, including preaching, on 15th May.

The following Sunday, Rev David Muskett
(far right) will be preaching at both 8.00am
and 10.00am. After 20 years as an Anglican
minister, David started serving within the
Methodist Church. He is now Superintendent of the East Solent and Downs circuit,
which reaches all the way from Headley
Down to Lee-on-Solent. David is based at
the Liphook and Midhurst churches.

He is also more than a guest, as
his wife Marian joined our church
family when they moved to Petersfield in 2020. She is already
serving in various ways, such as on

Delivering Our News
The next issue of NewSheet will once again be delivered to every home
in the parish. The pandemic put a stop to our biannual deliveries, but
we are hoping that our wonderful army of volunteers will step forward
once again to make sure everyone in the parish is included. The two
professionally-printed issues you can see here are from Summer and
Christmas 2019, the last time we were able to achieve parish-wide
distribution.
We are very grateful to new co-ordinator Graham Alderton, who already has two successful PACT card deliveries to his credit. If you are
interested in joining the delivery team, do contact the Church Office to
add your name to the list (see page 8). Most people say it doesn’t take
too long to do a round - and it does help keep you fit!

Celebrating Maddy
https://www.gofundme.com/f/celebrating-maddy
Around 400 people came to Maddy’s service
at Sheet on 22nd April. The service, taken by
Rev Richard Saunders, was live-streamed to
both the Village Hall and The Queen’s Head.
Some sat in the church garden and many also
watched online. Maddy was immensely
loved and despite deep sadness, the service
was full of love, courageously and beautifully
expressed by her family.
In Maddy’s memory, a foundation has been
set up to support two causes she really cared
about: women’s rugby and mental health in
the young. See the link above to donate.
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the projection team and the 10
O’Clock Together group. It’s been
a pleasure to welcome David to a
few of our services , but this will
be his first ‘professional’ visit.

St Mary Magdalen Annual Meeting 2022
April 24th saw the first APCM of our current vacancy. It was
chaired by Warden Phil Taylor and turned out to be a really
positive and good-humoured gathering, full of thanks for all
that ‘so many different people’ at Sheet are contributing.
Having stayed an extra year in post, Karen Glanville finally
managed to retire as Warden and Lynette Spong was elected
in her place.
The electoral roll now stands at 182, with 50% living in the
parish and 50% outside, underlining the church’s dual role as

both village church and gathered congregation.
Tim Horne presented the 2021 accounts ‘very clearly, as always’, as Phil said, and was able to report a small surplus.
However, he warned against complacency and again urged
people to give through the Parish Giving Scheme.
In his concluding remarks, Phil testified to the fact we continue to benefit from all Richard and Jo did for us. We look forward, into our still uncertain future, able to share work,
friendship and love, relying on God’s leading and protection.

Retiring Churchwarden
Karen received a bouquet
and gift voucher, as Phil
thanked her for all her
help and support, emphasising ‘her deep faith
and sound judgement.’
There was also a presentation to retiring Safeguarding Rep Elaine Heywood, who continues to
serve on the PCC.

Treasurer Tim Horne

Chair of Fabric Shaun
Whelan reports on the
church building & grounds

Phil Taylor continues as
churchwarden

Children’s work Coordinator Amanda
Micklethwaite returns to the PCC

Lynette Spong is our
new churchwarden

Ashleigh & Angus McAllister were
elected to the PCC for the first time
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******

STAR PAGE******

The monthly page fo r The Ark, SMART and Young-at-Heart.
The Queen’s JUBILEE this year is to celebrate 70 years (70!) since she became Queen. Jubilees
are special anniversaries of an event. But in the Bible, Jubilee is about more than that. It’s
about bringing justice and freedom. And it’s a reminder that everything we have comes from
God. The Jubilee that God tells Moses to introduce is to be marked every 50 years..…..

Tara D in ‘Doodle Through the Bible’
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Celebrating the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee on
Pentecost Sunday

Evening Praise
6.30pm Sunday 15th May
For the first time since the pandemic, we are
able to hold occasional evening services, offering a time of informal sharing, words of encouragement and testimony and simple contemporary worship. David Loveless and Chris Grayson
are overseeing the services and can answer any
queries you may have. Otherwise, do just come
along and see for yourself!
******************************************

Women’s Brunch
10.00 - 12 noon Saturday 21st May
Herne Farm Leisure Centre Hall

At last! Women’s Brunch is back and this month we
will be welcoming our old friend Sue Glanville
(above) to hear all about ‘Developing an Attitude
of Gratitude’. As before, we will meet for coffee,
tea and pastries before sharing two or three worship songs and then hearing what our speaker has
to share with us. There is an opportunity to receive
prayer at the close. All local ladies are very welcome and we look forward to seeing you all again.

On Sunday 5th June, we shall be celebrating both
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and the gifting of
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.
The 8 O’Clock Service will take place in church as
usual, but at 10.00am, we shall be moving to the
other side of the village green for worship in the
garden of The Queen’s Head (above). The Jubilee
is a wonderful opportunity for a real community
event and we hope some of our neighbours will
want to come and join us as we give thanks for
the Queen’s service - and also for the Christian
faith that has guided her through it.
We are grateful to The Queen’s Head for offering
us their hospitality and do bring cash on the day,
as the pub will be serving coffee for donations to
The Rosemary Foundation.
Given that The Sheet Village Association, Petersfield town and various individual streets are all
organising events later in the day, the Churchwardens and Staff team have agreed to confine
our Jubilee/Pentecost celebrations to the Sunday
morning. Do put this in your diary, bring garden
chairs or rugs if you can - and pray for sunshine!
***************************

We would appreciate cash donations for expenses
on the day and if you can tell us you are coming, so
much the better. Just email women@sheet.church
or leave a message on 01730 302695.
Laura Hauer, Jenny Parkes & Linda Clist

This term, the Upper Room
group on Sunday mornings will
be following the Youth Alpha
course. Do contact David (see
page 8) for details.
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Services for May and June
Sunday 1 Breakfast on the Beach
The 8 O’Clock Service Communion
The 10 O’Clock Service

Pentecost Sunday 5
Platinum Jubilee
The 8 O’Clock Service Communion
The 10 O’Clock Service at The Queen’s Head

Sunday 8 Praise and Glory
The 8 O’Clock Service BCP Communion
The 10 O’Clock Service Communion

Trinity Sunday 12
The 8 O’Clock Service BCP Communion
The 10 O’Clock Service Communion

Sunday 15 The Same Gift
The 8 O’Clock Service Communion
10 O’Clock Together
6.30pm EVENING PRAISE

Sunday 19 Forgiven & Forgiving Fathers’ Day
The 8 O’Clock Service Communion
10 O’Clock Together
Sunday 26 Love, Joy, Peace
The 8 O’Clock Service BCP Communion
The 10 O’Clock Service Communion

Sunday 22 Come and Stay
The 8 O’Clock Service BCP Communion
The 10 O’Clock Service Communion
Sunday 29 Believe in the Lord Jesus
The 8 O’Clock Service BCP Communion
The 10 O’Clock Service Communion

10 O’Clock Services are live-streamed at www.sheet.church/youtube
and can be viewed for the next 14 days.
Coffee is served in the Village Hall after every 10 O’Clock Service.

For under-18’s: this term, The Ark begins in church and then moves to Sheet Village Hall; Upper Room is in the Hall
Details from Seniors Chaplain Julie Slade

Wednesdays 9.30am
Short Communion

for all older people: service, tea &
cake at The Half Moon, Thursdays

followed by informal coffee
at The Queen’s Head

2.30pm May 12th & 26th , June 9th & 25th

Services for July
Sunday 3
Sunday 10
FESTIVAL SUNDAY
Sunday 24
Sunday 31

The 8 O’Clock Service
The 8 O’Clock Service BCP
The 8 O’Clock Service
The 8 O’Clock Service BCP
The 8 O’Clock Service

Funerals

The 10 O’Clock Service
The 10 O’Clock Service with Communion
The 10 O’Clock Service
The 10 O’Clock Service with Communion
The 10 O’Clock Service

From the Registers
Colin Wood
Will Glancy
Betty Sutton
Maddy Lawrence

(28 March)
(1 April)
(12 April)
(22 April)

NewSheet is free, but a donation of 20p per copy would cover basic costs. (There’s a slot in the wall near the church door.) To receive
NewSheet in full colour (at no cost to the church) join the email list at admin@sheet.church or click on ‘Magazine’ on our home page at
www.sheeet.church Feedback and contributions welcome. Please deliver to newsheet@sheet.church to the pigeonhole at the back of church or to
the Parish Office. Material for publication will be edited as necessary. Copy date for the JULY issue: Wed 25th May. Editor: Linda Clist 01730 262312

Vicar We are currently in vacancy
Hon Clergy
Rev Mick Micklethwaite
Youth Worker David Loveless 07480051663 david@sheet.church
Churchwardens Phil Taylor & Lynette Spong churchwardens@sheet.church
Parish Administrator Rebecca Whelan 302695
admin@sheet.church
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893303 & Rev Andy Edmunds 077 153 77225
Lay Ministers Linda Clist 262312 & Bob Slade 269160
Seniors Chaplain / Pastoral Co-ordr Julie Slade 269160
Parish Office 2 Pulens Lane, open Wed - Fri mornings

